
 
 

Destined for a Calling 

Romans 8:26-30 
 
Show video clip from “Back to the Future” about Destiny. 
 
Have you ever given much thought to the concept of destiny (not 
density but destiny)?  Sort of feeling like your life has a certain destiny. 
Some people invest a lot of their time and thinking into the belief that 
they are destined for some particular purpose or plan, or career, or 
destined to be in a certain relationship.  
     Mark Twain believed that he had a special connection to Haley’s 
comet.  He wrote these words: “I came in with Halley’s Comet in 1835. It 
is coming again next year, and I expect to go out with it. It will be the 
greatest disappointment of my life if I don’t go out with Halley’s Comet. 
The Almighty has said, no doubt: ‘Now here are these two 
unaccountable freaks; they came in together, they must go out 
together.”  Well, on April 20, 1910, Haley’s comet reached it brightest 
point.   The next day Mark Twain was dead. 
     A lot of people try to pin their destinies on celestial occurances or 
upon the stars of the heavens.  They read their horoscopes believing 
that their destiny is determined by the position of matter floating in 
space. 
     I don’t know what you think about destiny, but I got thinking about it 
again when I was looking at the passage that was read at Lee Talbot’s 
funeral.  The passage is from Romans 8 which actually uses the word 
“predestined” several times.   It speaks about being “predestined” to be 
conformed to the image of (Christ).  And those who were predestined 
were also called. 
    I don’t intend to get into a theological discussion on predestination 
and free will.  Or try to breakdown the differences between John Calvin’s 
predestination and John Wesley’s emphasis on free will .  Or why when a 
Presbyterian becomes a Methodist I say they must have predestined to 
become a Methodist…because you could also say a Methodist becoming 
a Presbyterian just exercised his/her free will. 
     I think the important thing to realize as followers of Christ that our 
destiny is connected to our calling and our following of God’s design. 
We look to a God of the universe who has created the world and 
intimately knows our being...and that we are given the ability to follow a 
path, and seek to know and understand our calling and destination. 
    And to also realize that the choices we make and the paths we choose 
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can have a significant impact not only on our destiny and future, but can 
have an impact on what happens to others as well.  Wasn’t that what 
made the movie “Back to the Future” so intriguing.  To contemplate how 
each and every decision we make can have a significant impact on what 
happens in the future.  Or in the words of Doc Brown: “The results of 
which could cause a chain reaction that would unravel the very fabric of 
the space-time continuum and destroy the entire universe!”  Maybe we 
don’t have to be that dramatic, but we know the choices we make and 
the steps we take do impact the future.  
       Yes, I believe we are given a free will to choose…but it is to make a 
choice that follows God’s purposes for our lives.   Sometimes we have a 
hard time figuring that out.  We find ourselves searching and seeking to 
know God’s will.  I guess that’s why the apostle Paul says that “the Spirit 
helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.”  
     Ever find yourself with those feelings.  I want to know God’s will.  I 
want to follow God’s plans for my life.  I want to understand what God 
wants me to do in this matter.  These words remind us to simply come 
in faith and trust that God is wanting to speak to our hearts and work 
through our lives.  Even when we don’t fully understand it or cannot see 
clearly the end result.  
     Lee Talbot’s favorite verse was Romans 8:28.  A verse that certainly 
connected with his journey in life and the living of his faith.  “We know 
that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose.” 
     Isn’t that a matter or trust and faith.  Believing that God is working 
out his purposes and plans even when we cannot fully comprehend it. 
And so I want to be open to the pathways God wants me to follow.  That 
as a disciple of Christ we realize that we are called to live this life for 
more than ourselves, it’s more than just about us; that being one of 
Christ’s disciples means I am part of a community of faith that has a 
destiny…we are destined to conform to the image of Christ and we are 
destined to follow God’s call upon our lives. 
 
    Much of what we understand about our purpose is summarized in 
those two great commands of our Lord.  One is the great 
commandments, the other, the great commission.  The great 
commandments call us to love God with all our heart, soul, strength and 
mind, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. And the great 
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commission..the Lord’s mandate…to make disciples of all nations.  Two 
powerful statements and teachings of Jesus that we are called to follow. 
When these two important principles are brought together, they reveal 
to us our destiny, our purpose, our mission.  And when this become who 
we are, and our course of action, people cannot help but be touched by 
the power of God’s love. 
      So part of that calling is to find ways to connect with people so that 
we can share the love of God.   I think it’s interesting to discover that it is 
relationships that is the number one reason people connect to a church 
community of faith.  That 75-90% of people who become part of a faith 
community do so because of some relationship.  Whether that 
relationship be a family member, a friend, a neighbor, someone who 
made a connection by sharing their faith story or inviting them to be 
part of a faith group, or worship, or some other part of our faith 
community. 
     So each one of us who consider ourselves a follower of Jesus Christ 
has the opportunity to lead others to know Jesus.  Each of us can make a 
difference by following our spiritual destiny…a destiny to share God’s 
love and grace, destined to follow the call of God on our lives.  
    This is our destiny, this is our purpose.  All other activities, plans, 
agendas are secondary to this calling of loving others and making 
disciples. 
    So yes as a Christian we can say we are predestined.  Predestined for 
to follow Christ, predestined for a calling to serve.  But we still have a 
choice to make…which direction we want to go.  To follow God’s plan 
for our life, to pay attention to the voice of God’s Spirit leading us to 
serve Him.  To choose the path of reaching others with God’s love and 
God’s good news and making those decisions to serve.  You never know 
how your one positive choice or decision will make a difference in so 
many lives. 
     In 1995, then 12-year-old Craig Kielburger of Ontario read a small 
article about a 12-year-old Pakistani boy named Iqbal Masik who had 
been enslaved at age 4 and sent to work in a carpet factory. When he 
was finally freed, Iqbal spoke out about his treatment. Then he was shot 
and killed. 

Kielburger couldn’t stop thinking about Iqbal and the countless number 
of child laborers he represented. Who would speak out for these 
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children? 

Kielburger rallied his classmates and established Free the Children, now 
known as WE,  an organization dedicated to eradicating child slave labor 
around the world. They signed petitions and faxed world leaders and 
funded their little group through garage sales, car washes and bake 
sales. No one on the board of directors was older than 18. 

Two years later, Kielburger accompanied police on a raid to free 
children in a factory, and he got to help escort those children back to 
their parents’ homes and witness the joyful reunions. His life’s mission 
was firmly established.  Today, Free the Children has built more than 
650 schools and schoolrooms; provided 1 million people with clean 
water, health care and sanitation; and assisted 55,000 children each day 
in getting an education. What a difference one step of faith, one positive 
choice can make.  Your steps of faith and following the will of God may 
not lead to starting a whole new organization, but it can have an impact 
on others and may even be multiplied and touch many other lives.   This 
is our destiny as followers of Christ.  This is our calling. 

     There is a courthouse in Ohio that stands in a unique location. 
Raindrops that fall on the north side of the building go into Lake Ontario 
and the Gulf of St. Lawrence, while those falling on the south side go into 
the Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico.  At precisely the point of 
the peak of the roof, just a gentle puff of wind can determine the destiny 
of many raindrops.  It will make a difference of more than 2,000 miles as 
to their final destination. 
     So it is with the choices we make, sometimes even the smallest step of 
faith, the decision to extend the hand of kindness, the word of witness or 
encouragement, and act of love and forgivenss can set into motion 
influences that could change the course of others’ lives here and make a 
difference for now and all eternity. 
 
    You and I have a destiny.  Predestined to follow the call of God upon 
our lives and each and every day we are invited to respond to that call 
by saying yes to where God leads us to serve. 
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