
 
 

Works of Mercy 

Mark 10:46-52, James 2:14-18 
Life can be full of questions and sometimes those questions will stop 
and make you think.  Recently I came across a set of interesting 
questions on which to ponder:  Maybe you would call them crazy 
questions. Questions like: 
 
Why do you drive on a parkway and park on a driveway? 
Can athiests get insurance for an act of God? 
Why is the person who invests your money called a broker? 
What do Greeks say when they don’t understand something? 
Or when French people swear, do they say pardon my English? 
Can you plan a surprise party for a psychic? 
Why is it good to be under par in golf, but bad to be under par in 
anything else? 
 
Yes, these are some interesting questions to ponder.  But how about 
some more important questions. Last weekend we had the privilege of 
welcoming 15 of our young people into the life of the church as they 
were confirmed at our 11:00 service.   And part of that whole 
confirmation experience involved their response to important questions 
about their faith.  One of the questions was: Do you promise, according 
to the grace given you, to keep God’s holy will and commandments and 
walk in the same all the days of your life as faithful members of Christ’s 
holy church?  They also were asked: Will you be loyal to the United 
Methodist Church and uphold it by your prayers, presence, gifts, service 
and witness.  Questions are part of our faith experience.  They allow us 
to search our hearts and they call us to a place of response. 
 
     It’s like when Jesus was asked by the teacher of the law about what 
must I do to inherit eternal life or what is the greatest commandment. 
They too are important questions about life and faith.  And you notice 
that the answer to these questions usually have a two-sided response. 
For our confirmands there was a call to a personal devotion to God and 
there is also a call to a place of service and witness. To the teacher of the 
law Jesus would say: “Love God with all your heart, mind, soul, and 
strength,” but would also say: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  These 
two aspects of our faith.  One has to do with our personal relationship 
with God, the other points us to our relationship with those around us. 
John Wesley often referred to the Christian experience as a life of 
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holiness. And for Wesley holiness was much more than seeking to keep 
my personal life holy before God.  For Wesley, our faith expression was 
much broader.  He would go on to say: “The Gospel of Christ knows no 
religion but social, no holiness but social holiness.” You can’t love God 
without loving your neighbor. He went to say: “Christianity is essentially 
a social religion, to turn it into a solitary religion is indeed to destroy it.” 
    Let’s be honest…we often measure our Christian faith in only those 
personal terms.  How much time I spend in prayer, read my Bible, go to 
church…Wesley would call these disciplines Works of Piety and he saw 
them as an important part of our walk with God.  But he also used the 
term Works of Mercy.  These were the acts of Christian devotion that 
resulted in showing love and compassion for our neighbor.  It was the 
living out of our faith by acts of caring and witness to others. 
    This is an essential concept for us to grasp and learn to practice.  It is 
an important response to the questions about how do I live my Christian 
faith.  Because time and time again well meaning Christians have gotten 
off balance in their understanding of what it means to follow Jesus by 
ignoring these works of mercy.  And we get caught up in focusing on our 
personal relationship with Jesus to the neglect of seeing my 
responsibility to connect my faith to the world. 
     Our Scripture passage from James says it clearly: “Faith without 
works is dead” “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone 
claims to have faith but has no works?”  “Can that kind of faith same 
him?  Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If 
one of you says, Go, I wish you well, keep warm and well-fed, but does 
nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?” It is living out our 
mission statement to share the love of Jesus Christ to a hurting world 
with our words and our actions.  Our faith has to be practical, visible, 
tangible, lived out in our everyday life,   In otherwords for our faith to be 
validated there needs to be a living demonstration of the love of God. 
The Gospel is a call to a change in our whole being.  It is a call to reach 
out in love and compassion.  
     We encounter human need wherever we go.  And with today’s social 
media, we become more acutely aware of that need than we ever have. 
We know there are hungry people in so many parts of the world, people 
who are suffering in poverty and injustice,  People who feel the weight 
of war and oppression.  People who suffer in our own country.  People 
who are going through very trying times.   And I know we often would 
like to just turn the other way and pretend the needs around us do not 
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exist.  But the call of Jesus will not let us.  Real faith, genuine faith cannot 
put a blindfold on to the problems of our world. Our call is to do the 
ministry of Jesus and to be his hands.  Certainly Jesus himself is our 
example.  I think of this story read this morning from the Gospel of 
Mark.  A blind man by the name of Bartimaeus sat on the roadside 
begging.  There was no welfare programs that he could count on. No 
social services to help him in his plight.  He was totally at the mercy of 
those who passed by.  What a sad and tragic situation.  And so he sits 
there and just begs. His predicament is not unlike many who surround 
us.  Perhaps a young person who feels isolated and alone and feels the 
pressure to do anything to be accepted.  The single mother struggling to 
make ends meet because the income of her job cannot pay the bills. The 
older person in a nursing home who goes days without a visitor.  Have 
you ever walking through the halls of a nursing home and seen folks 
reaching our their hands to you.  And we know they’re not reaching out 
for money. They just want to know that someone notices them and 
cares.  Yes, there are people all around us like Bartimaeus, reaching out 
and crying: “Jesus, have mercy on me.” 
The good news for Bartimaus is that Jesus does notice and cares.  You 
see Jesus and the disciples and a large crowd of followers on that road 
leading out of Jericho.  And it’s a road that would take them right by 
Bartimaeus.  And when Jesus passes by, Bartimaeus cries out: “Have 
mercy on me, Son of David, have mercy on me.’ And Jesus is moved by 
this simple plea. And he calls to him and the man experiences the 
healing touch of the Master. 
     Do you remember that touch of Jesus on your life when you cried out 
to Jesus and he heard you and gave us a new life.  Jesus meets us and 
gives us a new purpose for living.  And we feel that call to make a 
difference in this world.  We sense a call to be Christ’s hands touching 
others in need. 
It’s really a spiritual awakening that shakes our consciences and opens 
our hearts to see the needs around us.  
     That’s why the Methodist revival of the 1700’s brought about not 
only a spiritual awakening of the personal faith, but also a number of 
social reforms.  There were changes in child labor laws, there were 
prison reforms, movements against the practice of slavery.   God was 
dealing with the heart…and the country was changed because of it. 
     I want to tell you about a  young woman who was struggling to find 
the will of God for her life.  When she was a child, she had heard about 
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human suffering in India.  And so she made up her mind that she would 
become a nurse in the country of India.  In 1934 this young lady 
graduated as a registered nurse and went on to a school of missions to 
study Indian languages.  In her mind, she was ready to serve.  But the 
call to India did not come.  It was the era of the great depression and 
many churches instead of sending missionaries were recalling them 
from the field.  The years passed, and she knew that her mission board 
did not send out missionaries over 35.  At the age of 36, she was puzzled 
at God’s refusal to send her to the land of India. It was at that time she 
met a fine Christian man and she got married.  For her, next to nursing, 
her second ideal was to have a true Christian marriage. But this was 
1942 and her husband enlisted in the Marines and after 3 years he came 
home, badly disabled and frightenly changed. He lay in a government 
hospital for a year.  The affectionate, kind Christian man had 
disappeared.  She said her home became a nightmare, she often wept, 
pleaded with God, questioning her own faith.  And then one night as she 
was contemplating her situation, she knelt to pray and as she prayed, 
her prayer came out as a complaint: “God, why did you let these things 
happen to me? What about my plans for India?  And when are you going 
to change my husband?”  And then suddenly she stopped her prayer.  It 
was as if the Spirit of God caused her to hear the selfishness in her 
prayers.  And humbly she sat and tried to listen to God’s Spirit speaking 
to her heart.  She began to realize that God was revealing to her that the 
motives of her heart were entirely centered on herself and not on the 
ways of God.  And she realized that in all those years where she had 
sought to serve God, it was really all about herself and that she had 
never really sought God’s will for her life. She forced herself to look at 
her cherished dream of India.  It had been daring, heroic, sacrificial. 
“But Lord, was it ever your dream for my life,” she asked. And then her 
marriage.  There were certain expectations that she had that were 
putting a hindrance to their relationship.  She writes in her journal: “The 
desire to be noble, especially noble for God dies hard.”  A small voice 
was telling her:  “There will be no heroics, no distant places, and no 
perfect marriage. My work for you is nearer at hand, at your neighbors’ 
sick bed, and with a very human man who needs you.   She said those 
moments of prayer changed her life,  She said that day her husband had 
come home and had fallen asleep on the living room sofa.  And as she lay 
a blanket across him she was conscious of really looking at him, really 
looking perhaps for the first time.  And not seeing a stubborn, uncaring 
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man, but a badly hurt one.  She said: “I thought suddenly about how 
much I loved him and about how much he needed to know it.”  
When Monday morning came she brought a whole different attitude to 
her job.  She began to see the patients she visited in homes as God’s 
work.  The first call was to the home of a very sharp tongued, 
complaining woman where in her previous visits she made as brief as 
possible.  This time she was able to see her loneliness and as she took 
her pulse she continued to hold her hand.  She looked up at her and saw 
tears rolling down this woman’s cheeks.  It was the first of many visits in 
which this woman opened up her heart.  This was the beginning of a 
whole new ministry and God was using her to be in mission and 
ministry.  
     That’s our mission and ministry.  Where God does a work in our 
hearts and gives us a new perspective about those around us. That our 
relationship with God moves us from works of piety to works of mercy. 
Maybe we could simply say: “Live Mercy.” To reach someone with acts 
of caring and compassion, to welcome someone who feels alone or 
excluded, to demonstrate our faith with genuine acts of love and mercy.  
This is our calling as disciples of Jesus Christ.  To reach out to those who 
need the witness of Christ’s love.  To seek those who may be hurting or 
troubled.  
Maybe this very week we will look for those opportunities to share our 
faith, by putting our faith into action.  That I will find those places to do 
works of mercy so that the love of Jesus will be seen in me. 
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