
 

Confirmation  Sunday – Who Do You Say That I Am 

Matthew 16:13-18 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

"Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" A very important question for the 

disciples and for you and me as well.  But before we reflect on our response, it is 

important to consider the context of this passage.  Here we find Jesus with his 

disciples withdrawing from the crowd in a region in the far north around Caesarea 

Philippi.  This city was built by Herod’s son, Philip and name for Tiberius Caesar.  It 

was in this location that people worshipped the the Roman god Pan (which means 

All)  Here at the worship of the ancient All-god, Jesus asks for a confession about 

his Messiahship.  The disciples now out of their familiar religious surroundings, in 

the midst of pagan culture are asked to profess their understanding of Jesus. 

And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who do you say that I 

am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." 

And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and 

blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you 

are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

prevail against it.” 

     Today we have the privilege of having 15 of our young people confirmed and 

brought into the membership of our church.  They have been meeting faithfully 

with teachers, confirmation leaders, and Pastor Hey Young and me to talk about 

their journey of faith and to consider what it means to be a follower of Jesus.  So 

this question that Jesus asks his disciples is a very relevant question for each 

person being confirmed, but also for each of us who seek to follow Jesus.  For in 

Jesus’ day there were many different opinions about him. Some saw Jesus as a 

great teacher, others saw him as a miracle worker, others thought he was a 

religious radical or even a blasphemer.  People have different views and 

understandings of Jesus today as well, a teacher, a prophet, even those who see 

him as a misguided rabbi.  We live in a day with many different world views and 

philosophies.  Our culture is often described as post-Christian. And so like those 

early disciples who were confronted with Jesus’ question in the midst of many 
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other views and religious worship, we who encounter Jesus today have to come 

to terms with Jesus’ question: “Who do you say that I am?”  And after the others 

gave their observations, it was the apostle Peter who declared it: “You are the 

Christ, You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.” And Jesus affirms that it is 

God, the Father who has revealed this to him and it would be those who would 

make this claim that would become basis for forming the church. 

     And so today, to you who are being confirmed, you are asked to consider you 

understanding of Jesus in a world that often unChristlike.  You are asked to 

declare you faith like the apostle Peter.  Because the Lord asks of you the same 

question: “Who do you say that I am?” You are being asked: “Are you ready to 

profess your faith in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?  Are you ready to say 

this is my faith, not my parents, not my SS teachers, but this is my faith.  Are you 

ready to say I am declaring myself as a disciple of Jesus.”  These are the questions 

we all are asked to answer. 

     When I think about this confirmation day…I realize confirmation is connected 

to your past, to the present, and to the future.  Because God has been at work in 

your life, from the day you were born…God’s prevenient grace working through 

your parents, your SS teachers, your pastors, your peers, your mentors.  It takes 

us back to your baptism, for those of you baptized as infants…so we ask in this 

service: “Do you in the presence of God and this congregation renew the solemn 

vow and promise made at your baptism?”  Most of you don’t remember those 

vows or promises because you were just a little baby…but your parents and 

sponsors made them and offered to be the witness and example before you and 

to nurture you in the faith.  They were asked to nurture you in Christ’s holy church 

that by their teaching and example you would be guided to accept God’s grace for 

yourself, to profess your faith openly and lead a Christian life.  And there have 

been others who have guided you and planted those seeds of faith.  Seeds that 

have born fruit in leading you to his day.  And it has been our prayer that you 

have grown in your faith.  We made our own commitments when we declared at 

your baptism that we will nurture one another in the Christian faith and include 

you (each other) in our care.  (11:00 service:  Let me introduce you to the our 

confirmation class in their past maybe 10-12 years ago.  Show video clip at 11:00 
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service.   We who have been part of this faith community have watched you 

grow.  And we pray that you have not only grown physically, but also grown in 

your understanding of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. ) 

    There are also future dimensions to this day.  For in many ways this is just the 

beginning of taking on the mantel of discipleship.  Just like at a graduation that is 

often referred to as commencement, the lessons you have learned you are now 

called upon to live.  All of those lessons about God’s grace and forgiveness, the 

call to love and serve others, following through on the vows of membership you 

will take to support the church with your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your 

service, and your witness.  What if we could take a picture of your spiritual life a 

year from now, or five or ten years from now.  What will that picture look like. 

Will it show that you have grown closer to God, will it show that you are a 

devoted follower and disciple of Jesus.  Confirmation is not an end in your journey 

of faith, it is a very important step that leads you to future places of ministry and 

service.  There may be some of you who God is calling to consider being in 

full-time ministry as a missionary, a pastor, a chaplain.  Others will live out their 

faith in any number of professions, doctors, nurses, social workers, teachers, 

counselors…whatever it is, but to let your faith make a difference in this world by 

the things you do. Only God knows what your future holds, but you must place 

that into God’s hands and let him lead your life. 

     Which brings us back to the present moment.  You standing before God and this 
congregation ready to be confirmed…to profess your faith in Jesus Christ and say I 
am ready to take this important step of faith and declare yourself as one of Jesus’ 
disciples. Because before God can use you in the future, you must be willing to 
give yourself to God in the present.  And that’s what this day is all about.  

     A young man was eager to grow in His Christian life. He got a piece of paper 

and made a list of all the things he would do for God. He wrote down the things 

he would give up, the places he would go to minister and the areas of ministry he 

would enter. He was excited. He took that list to the church and put it on the 

altar. He thought he would feel joy, but instead he felt empty. So he went home 

and started adding to his list. He wrote down more things he would do and 

wouldn’t do. He took the longer list and put it on the altar, but still he felt 
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nothing. He went to a wise, old leader from the church and told him the situation 

and asked for help. The wise leader said, “Take a blank sheet of paper. Sign your 

name at the bottom. Put that on the altar.” The young man did, and then found 

the peace he was looking for in his heart.  That’s the step you take this day.  And I 

pray that this will be a day that you will always remember, a day where you give 

yourself to God, a day where you will say my life is different because I have 

chosen to follow my Lord rather than be consumed by the world’s treasures and 

values.  A life where I can make a difference because I am willing to follow God’s 

call on my life.  A day when I hear Jesus asking: “Who do you say that I am?” And 

you are ready to join many other disciples who have gone before you and 

declared:  “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

Our commitment to Jesus Christ is really a response to the love that God already 
has for us even before we were aware of it and continues to have for us through 
out our lives. There is a song in our Faith We Sing Hymnal that beautifully 
expresses this very thought.  I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry" written by 
John Ylvisaker. “Borning Cry” has become a popular song in recent hymnals. The 
ballad style of the music lends itself to a feeling of a love song. A love song it is, 
but not your typical love song .  This is a love song between God and the singer.  
Many hymns address God from the human perspective, but few address humanity 

from God’s point of view. The spirit of “Borning Cry” is one of a God who loved us 

from the beginning of time and continues to love us throughout the seasons of 

our life.  

The composition of “Borning Cry” began in 1985, when Mr. Ylvisaker was asked to 
prepare a series on baptism called “Reflections”  It expresses that great love of 
God that is ever present, waiting to be received, and calls us to a life of 
faithfulness and devotion.  And so it is a very appropriate song on this weekend of 
confirmation as we acknowledge our response to give of ourselves to a God who 
deeply loves us.  “I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are 
old, I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold.”  
May the unfolding of our lives be a living testimony of faithful discipleship and 
witness to our Lord. 
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