
 

The Cross of Suffering 

Romans 6:5-11, Philippians 3:7-11 

     We continue our series on the Wondrous Cross. This Lenten journey is calling 

us to consider what it meant for Jesus to go to the cross and to respond to it’s 

message in our own personal  journey of faith.  It is a message that is described 

for us in the hymn we have been looking at: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross. 

This morning we look at verse 3. 

In poetic verse, Isaac Watts describes the suffering of our Lord on the cross:  “See 

from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down . Did e’re 

such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown.”   Truly there on 

the cross, sorrow and love flowed and we who come to the cross contemplate the 

meaning of his suffering and death. 

     If we are honest, most of us want to shy away from the cross.  All of the Bible’s 

description of Jesus’suffering, we would rather skip over.  The accusing, the 

mocking, the spitting, the beating, the whipping, the crown of thorns that impales 

his head.  Having been sentenced by the Roman government, Jesus was to receive 

their form of execution – to be crucifed.  The narrative of Jesus’ passion is hard to 

read, just like the Movie The Passion of the Christ was hard to watch.  . The 

crucifixion is an awful way to die.  Truly sorrow and love flowed mingled down. 

     You remember Pastor HeyYoung’s  describing the cross and wondering what 

the symbol would have been if Jesus had be executed in a different era.  Well, a 

minister in Philadelphia who was preaching on the cross was once supposed to 

have substituted a hideous electric chair on top of the altar in place of the 

beautiful golden cross.  As you can well imagine, such an act created a lot of anger 

among the parishoners…and don’t worry, I wasn’t planning on doing it, but you 

have to admit, the point was made.  Actually the electric chair would have been a 

quicker, and less offensive instrument of execution than a crucifixion.  And for 

Jesus the physical agony was compounded by the insults of his enemies and his 

greatest suffering must have been his carrying the weight of the sins of the world. 

Such an awful state would lead him to cry out: “My God, My God, why have you 

forsaken me.”  Yes, the cross was a cross of great suffering.  
     Christian author and preacher John Stott tells this story …about an imaginary 

Page 1 of 4 

March 25-26, 2017 Pastor Richard Nichols 



 

The Cross of Suffering 

poor man from the slums of Brazil who climbs 2,310 feet up the mountain to the 

colossal statue of Christ that towers above Rio de Janeiro—"The Christ of 

Corcovado. Sometimes referred to as Christ the Redeemer. (My son has made this 

climb when he served as a missionary Brazil.)  After the difficult climb, the poor 

man finally reaches the statue of Jesus and says, 

I have climbed up to meet you, Christ, from the filthy, confined quarters down 

there … to put before you, most respectfully, these considerations: there are 

900,000 of us down there in the slums of that splendid city … And you … do you 

remain here at Corcovado surrounded by divine glory? Go down there to the 

favelas … Don't stay away from us; live among us and give us new faith in you and 

in the Father. Amen. 

 John Stott asks, "What would Christ say in response to such an entreaty? Would 

he not say '[in the suffering of the cross] I did come down to live among you, and I 

live among you still'"? Then Stott adds, We have to learn to climb the hill called 

Calvary, and from that vantage-ground survey all life's tragedies. The cross does 

not solve the problem of suffering, but it supplies the essential perspective from 

which to look at it … . Sometimes we picture [God] lounging, perhaps dozing, in 

some celestial deck-chair, while the hungry millions starve to death … . It is this 

terrible caricature of God which the cross smashes to smithereens.  His suffering 

and death for humanity.  He identified with all who suffer.  “See from his head, his 

hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down.  

     Unfortunately for a lot of people, the cross has become nothing more than an 

ornament or a piece of jewelry.  Most of us have collections of crosses like Pastor 

HeyYoung shared last week, I have many as well.  Instead of an authentic emblem 

of God’s power and grace, the cross is often viewed only comfortably, covered 

with gold or jewels.  It’s pretty, it’s comforting…and for many that’s where it 

ends. 

     It makes me think of about a man in one of the churches I served who was very 

good at restoring old furniture. He could take an antique like an old table covered 

with layers of paint and stains.  And with the proper materials and hard work, he 

would strip away all that is covering the real appearance of the wood.  

     That’s our challenge and call as followers of Jesus…to gather beneath the cross 
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of Jesus and remove all of the artificial layers that obscure our view of what the 

cross is all about.  We come to see what it cost God to give his Son for our 

salvation. Oswald Chambers in his devotional classic: My Utmost for His Highest 

speaks about this with great insight. He says: “The only ground which God can 

forgive us is the tremendous tragedy of the cross of Christ.”  I think what 

Chambers is saying is yes God is a loving God, yes God is a forgiving God…but that 

love and forgiveness came by the way of the Christ’s suffering and death.  That 

forgiveness may be easy for us to accept, but it cost the agony of Calvary. That our 

own sinfulness has made a barrier between ourselves and God.   To be a follower 

of Jesus Christ is to understand there was a cost to the cross…just as there is a 

cost to being his disciple.  That’s why he says: “Take up your cross, deny yourself 

and follow me.  The apostle Paul describes this way as identifying with Christ’s 

suffering and ultimately seeing the cross as the road that leads to death.  Because 

you can’t go to the cross without expecting to die.   And just like we said a couple 

weeks ago, we may fight against this and feel like Peter, who thought there had to 

be another way.  The way of death for the follower of Jesus can be a challenge 

and a struggle.  We may fight against it, rebel against it, try to ignore it, or try to 

find a different path.  But it always comes down to surrender and giving it to God. 

   It is what talked about last week with A.W. Tozer’s description of this struggle as 

the veil that needs to be removed in order to experience the power of the 

presence of God in our lives. That we could now enter the holy of holies, 

experience the very presence of God because of what Christ has done for us. 

Tozer describes that veil as that which hinders us from fully knowing God.  He 

calls it the self-life, our own self-righteousness, our own selfish pride, that which 

needs to be given over to God so that we can die to our own righteousness and 

find the joy and freedom of living in the presence of God.  It’s what Paul was 

talking about in the book of Romans when he describes this transformation.  “So 

consider yourselves dead to sin, and alive to God in Christ Jesus.” 

     Beneath the cross of Jesus, we realize its great cost and we see it is the way of 

death.  But the glorious news is that it is not the way of defeat.  For the Jesus who 

went willingly to the cross for us transformed that awful scene into one of great 

victory.  Here the greatest enemy ever thrown at the human race was overcome. 
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Because here, death has lost its power.  In that dramatic moment when Jesus 

gave up his earthly life, the greatest enemy, death itself, was defeated. Listen 

again to this powerful witness read from today’s Scripture: “ For if we have been 

united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united in a resurrection 

like his.” And from Phillipians: “I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in 

his death, and so somehow to attain to the resurrection from the dead.” 

And you and I can come to that place…where we surrender and give it all to 

God…and it will require death to those things that hinder our faith. But at the 

cross, there is the power to do so.  Here we can say: I am crucified with 

Christ…Here I can say I am putting to death my ways, and allowing Christ to live in 

me.  And we discover that God’s power evident at the cross is the power that is 

available to you and me to face our problems, our trials and temptations, our 

daily struggles of everyday life.  Here we identify with Christ’s suffering so that we 

can care for others who are suffering in this world.  Here we see that part of 

taking up the cross is doing Jesus’ mission of reaching the hurting, the troubled, 

the broken, and face those who are suffering in a spirit of compassion and love. 

Because sorrow and love were comingled at the cross.  

Yes, we are people of the cross, we see Jesus suffering on that cross.  There 

sorrow and love flowed for you and me. But it became the place of great triumph 

and victory.  There’s an old gospel song that describes it like this: There is power, 

power, wonder working power in the precious blood of the Lamb. 

I invite you to gaze at the wondrous cross. Contemplate on its suffering, but also 

see its power, the power that comes when we take up our cross, when we humbly 

surrender and allow God to put to death our ways and give us the joy and victory 

of following God’s way. 
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