
 
 

Getting Stirred Up…to Love 

Hebrews 10:23-25, John 13:23-25 
 
     Well, just two more days and we get to celebrate what allows most 
wives to remind their husbands that there is such a thing as romance 
and what puts most men in a state of panic.  And usually the panic 
comes because many of us forget that it’s Valentine’s Day until the 
actual day.  So at least I’ve given you guys a little forewarning.  Of course 
the big dilemma when it come to Valentine’s day gifts, is what can I do 
that will be any different than every other year.  It always seems to fall 
back to cards, flowers and candy.  Well, I decided to check out some 
other possible valentine gifts this year and I found out that a lot of them 
I couldn’t  share in a sermon.  However, I did come across a few more 
unique gifts.  How about this: You can purchase an “I Love You” stamp 
that you press on a piece of toast.  That way you can be reminded of 
your special relationship whenever you share breakfast.  Or for the 
more sentimental, how about “ouch bandages”.  That can be used 
whenever you hurt that special someone.  And then there is the mug 
with a little frog in it and when you add water the little frog turns into a 
prince.  That’s one way let your spouse finally have a prince in her life. 
     Speaking of frogs the story is told about an old man who was walking 
through the woods and came upon a frog sitting along a path near a 
swamp.  The frog croaked to the old man: “Kiss me and I’ll turn into a 
beautiful young woman.” The old man stooped over, picked up the frog, 
and stuffed it into his pocket.  After walking about a mile down a sunny 
path, the frog who was squished, hot, and cranky croaked out: “Didn’t 
you hear me, I said, kiss me and I’ll turn into gorgeous young woman!” 
To which the old man replied: “Oh, I heard you, but at my age, I’d just 
rather have a frog who can talk.” (From Gardening in Eden, Vanderbilt, 
pgs. 71-72)   Well, I suppose having someone to talk to is important at 
any age.  
     The week there will be thousands of Valentines sent by way of cards, 
flowers, candy, and maybe some unique gifts…and they may seem like 
small expressions, but really when they are given with meaning they can 
stir the hearts of those who receive them. 
    This morning’s Scripture reminds us of how great God’s love is and 
how that love can stir our hearts to be people who live with compassion 
and concern.  Listen to the words of Jesus: “I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you 
also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are 

Page 1 of 4 
February 11-12, 2017 Pastor Richard Nichols 



 
 

Getting Stirred Up…to Love 

my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  It’s as though this 
becomes the real litmus test for being a follower of Jesus Christ.  That 
the world around us will know us by our love. 
     And notice how the writer of Hebrews states it: “And let us consider 
how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds…”  One 
translation says: “Let us consider one another to provoke to love or …or 
stir up one another to love…”  We all know people can get stirred up for 
a lot of different reasons.  Someone gets stirred up because he or she is 
angry at what someone did to them.  People get stirred up on the 
highways to the point of great frustration and we hear about incidents 
of road rage.  Obviously in recent days we have seen a number of 
reactions and strong feelings expressed over things that have been 
happening in the news and in our nation.  And some of those protests 
are done out of a genuine concern for persons who may feel excluded or 
persons who are uncertain about how certain decisions and actions will 
impact them.  And there are those issues that do and should cause us to 
be stirred and moved to action. 
    But putting any politics aside, and no matter where we may see 
ourselves theologically or personally, we know that the real test as 
Jesus’ disciple is this: Do we love one another? That’s the church’s 
business everyday, that’s the mandate for the follower of Jesus 
everyday…to love one another.  That we would provoke each other, stir 
up one another to love and good works.  
     I know we are so often pulled by the world to a different point of 
view.  To live by the world’s standards of getting even, to live with 
certain prejudices and judgments. But to be able to love as Christ loved, 
that unconditional love, that can see beyond a person’s background, to 
be able to hold on to a love that is not diminished because of a person’s 
race, or gender, or sexual orientation, or religion, or age, or education.  I 
mean we could make a whole list of ways we limit our love.  Ways that 
we allow our love for others to be determined by our viewpoints rather 
than to view others the way God sees us.  When I look to a God who 
loves me unconditionally it stirs my heart to exhibit that kind of love.  It 
changes how I look at people and how I relate to all of God’s children. 
And even though we may have different theological viewpoints, 
different political affiliations, hold different understandings of Scripture, 
the bottom line is this: how much am I stirred to love and good deeds? 
     This past week I read a story shared by Ron Walters who is the Sr. 
Vice President of the Salem Media Group.  He tells about the early years 
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of the famous evangelist, Dwight L. Moody, when he was visiting 
churches is England and met a young and eager preacher by the name of 
Henry Moorhouse.  Moody, in a polite but insincere gesture invited 
Moorhouse to visit him in Chicago and if he had the opportunity to come 
and preach at his church.  It was given as sort of a glib comment because 
Moody really didn’t want to give up his pulpit to this young man.  Well, a 
month later after Moody had returned home, he got a telegram from the 
young preacher. “Have just arrived in New York. Will be in Chicago on 
Sunday.”  Dwight L. Moody was quite surprised by this and also 
embarrassed.  And, to make matters worse, he was scheduled to preach 
elsewhere that same Sunday.  Well, he had made a promise to 
Moorhouse and felt obligated to keep it.  Moody then explained situation 
to his church leaders and instructed them to allow this young preacher 
to preach one time. And if the people enjoy him, then put him on again.  
It was a week later and Moody returned from his trip.  He asked wife 
how the young Moorhouse had fared.  “Oh, he was wonderful, “ she 
replied. “He’s even better than you are.” (Something every pastor loves 
to hear from their spouse) She went on: “He told sinners that God loves 
them!” 
Moody complained, “But that’s wrong.  God doesn’t love sinners.”  She 
exclaimed: “Then you better go tell him yourself because he’s convinced 
that God does.”  “You mean he’s still here?”  “Yes,” she said, “and he’s 
been preaching every night since you left.  That very evening, Moody 
went to the church meeting and heard Moorhouse preach on the 
Unconditional Love of God.  It was Moorhouse’s sixth consecutive night 
in Moody’s pulpit, and all six sermons were based on the same text: “For 
God so loved the world…” 
     It was said that Moody was spellbound because for the first time he 
had been confronted with the enormity of God’s amazing grace, and the 
openness of His love.  And the evangelist Dwight L. Moody’s  life and 
ministry were never the same again. (see website:www.wfil.com) 
    One of our small groups is reading Brennan Manning’s The 
Ragamuffin Gospel.  In this book that stresses the reality of God’s grace 
Manning talks about God’s unconditional love.  This is how he puts it: 
“Think about this with me.  Your Father God loves you as you are, not as 
you should be. He loves you beyond fidelity and infidelity, beyond 
worthiness and unworthiness. He loves you in the morning sun and the 
evening rain.  He loves you equally in your state of grace and disgrace. 
He loves you without caution, regret, boundary, limit, breaking point. 
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No matter what happens or what you do….(God) can’t stop loving you.” 
(The Ragamuffin Gospel, Manning, pgs. 240-241) 
     I invite you to take in and absorb that precious and powerful truth of 
the enormity of God’s grace and love.  That when you think of how God 
loves you, unconditionally, how God loves each of us even with all our 
faults and flaws.  And when you think about the depth of that love that 
had Jesus make the ultimate sacrifice on the cross for our salvation, how 
can your heart not be stirred. Stirred to love and also as the book of 
Hebrews says stirred to good deeds, or good works.  Because our hearts 
cannot be merely stirred…for it’s one thing to get emotionally 
motivated and feel stirred to change, but if we leave it there our faith is 
just based on feelings.  No, let us stir one another up to love and good 
works  Let us allow the Holy Spirit to fan the flame in our hearts, so that 
we can make a difference in our homes, in our families, in our 
communities, in our nation and world. The world needs to know we are 
Christians by our love, disciples who are following our Lord’s command. 
    May the words of our closing song be our prayer of commitment this 
day: 
“Let there be love shared among us, let there be love in our eyes; may 
now your love sweep this nation, cause us O Lord, to arise.  Give us a 
fresh understanding of brotherly love that is real.  Let there be love 
shared among us, let there be love.” 
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