
 
 

Water to Wine 

John 2:1-11 
 
     When you read the Gospel of John you note that John tells the story 
of Jesus in a series of signs with the purpose of helping people see who 
this Jesus really was and to call persons to receive Jesus and find faith 
by believing in his name.  Today’s passage records what John calls the 
first sign which revealed his glory and John reports: “The disciple 
believed in him.” This first sign happened in Cana of Galilee.  It 
happened at a wedding.  
      A wedding is a special event of celebration and happiness.   A couple 
who have spent months planning and preparing now stand at the altar 
and gaze into each other’s eyes and repeat vows of covenant and love. 
A wedding ceremony is an event of deep spiritual significance, it is an 
event of beauty and with sacred meaning.  I have had the opportunity 
to perform many marriages and each one is unique and special.  And I 
have also made this observation.  You never know what is going to 
happen at a wedding.  I remember one time being asked to play the 
piano at a relative’s wedding before the service was to begin.  And I 
kept playing and playing waiting for the groom to show up.  Finally 
after going through a whole book of music that I had brought and 
starting over again with a nervous bride waiting in the wings, the 
groom did appear. 
     I remember another wedding when the couple was at the altar table 
kneeling in prayer and as I was about to offer the prayer of blessing, 
there were a lot of chuckles in the congregation.  I came to find out that 
a message had been written on the groom’s shoes.  I think it was 
something like: “Help me.”  Unexpected things happen at weddings. 
One of the wedding participants may end of fainting, or someone 
forgets to bring the rings, At a wedding things don’t always go as 
planned, anything can happen. 
     And so it did at a wedding that Jesus attended.  People were 
celebrating on this very festive occasion, when there was this tragic 
discovery.  There was no more wine.  In Jesus’ day, the custom of the 
Jewish people was to have the wedding feast first with the ceremony 
later in the evening.  The day was full of celebration and festivity. 
Quickly the day passed with singing, dancing and feasting.  As darkness 
approached the ceremony was held and the newly married couple 
were paraded through he streets by the longest route possible to their 
new home.  They were carried through town with flaming torches at 
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their side and a canopy over their heads.  Many friends, family and 
other acquaintances would greet them along the way and wish them 
well.   And then the honeymoon begins. 
    It’s in that context that we read this passage from the Gospel of John. 
Jesus attending this joyous celebration.  You wonder from the reading 
if his mother, Mary had some responsibility for the arrangements and 
she comes to him with this serious problem.  “We have run out of 
wine.”  For a Jewish feast in that day, wine was essential.  The Rabbis 
said, “Without wine, there is no joy.”  Not to have wine at this special 
occasion was a failure of hospitality and hospitality was a sacred duty 
in Eastern cultures.  And so it is to this difficult situation, that the 
power of God becomes apparent through the presence of Jesus.  The 
great miracle of changing water to wine saved the occasion from 
disaster and created even greater celebration. 
     What a great message in this passage.  The theme of this story is a 
message of transformation.  In the presence of Jesus, anything is 
possible.  It is this same Jesus who wants to enter the realm of our 
lives, our personal situations, our relationships, our homes, our 
marriages.  We can invite this Jesus to be not only our wedding guest, 
but to be the one who comes to work in our hearts, transform us, make 
us see life in a new way.  
    This Jesus knows our joys and struggles, our strengths and 
weaknesses.  Can you picture Jesus taking the water of our everyday 
life and changing it into something beautiful? Turning the water of our 
everyday existence into something extraordinary.  Filling us with the 
spirit of life and giving us greater purpose and meaning.  Too often we 
have reversed the process and taken that spiritually vital life and 
allowed it to become dull and routine.  
      Maybe I can illustrate this very point by a story about a woman 
from Galveston, Texas.  It seems she was cleaning out a birdcage with a 
vacuum cleaner when the phone rang.  In reaching for the phone with 
one hand the other hand holding the vacuum hose slipped a bit and 
with a whoosh – her pet parakeet got sucked into the bag.  Well, she 
opened the bag as fast as she could and managed to rescue the shocked 
bird.  After cleaning all the dust, hair, and lint off the bird and getting it 
back into the cage, she noticed a profound change in the bird’s 
behavior.  She thought it would get over it, but it never did.  Weeks 
later, the woman told a neighbor, “My bird doesn’t sing anymore. He 
just sits there and stares.”  
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     Well, the same thing can happen to us. We can go about life without 
the joy of life and just stare. We can come to church, but we don’t really 
sing anymore.  Because we feel the joy has been sucked out of us.  We 
can be vacuumed into the world’s bag of negative voices or maybe we 
just gradually let our rituals and routines replace spontaneous joy.  I 
guess it would be like turning wine into water.  We may be doing the 
right things, even good things, but we no longer are seeking the 
life-giving presence of Jesus.  Jesus wants to turn the water of our 
everyday life into the wine of the joy of the Lord. 
     Today I would encourage you to turn to the Lord in faith and invite 
him to touch your life with his miraculous power.  Because Jesus cares 
for you as he lovingly cared for this couple in Cana of Galilee.  The One 
who turned water to wine wants to take our lives and do his work of 
transformation. What better way to begin a new year.  To allow the 
resurrecting, awakening  power of our Lord to give us hope, to guide 
our future, to enliven us, to change and transform us to the person he 
has called us to be.  
     You remember last week, Pastor Hey Young pointed out the 
spiritual lessons from the apostle Paul’s writing to the Philippian 
church.  One of those lessons was that we are a work in progress.  That 
God is continuing to work in our hearts and lives and shaping us and 
conforming us to the image of his Son.  Some of you have seen this 
particular sign:  PBPGINFWMY.   Know what it means: “Please be 
patient, God is not finished with me yet.”  We are a work in progress, 
but if we are going to continue to grow, we humbly submit ourselves to 
the transforming work of God in our live.  We invite the Lord to 
continue to work on us, shape us , transform us.  We ask the Lord to 
change the water of our everyday routines into the wine of something 
special and significant.  
     The newness and freshness of God’s grace is available to you and 
me.  Whatever your condition, whatever your need.  Jesus’s miraculous 
power demonstrated at the wedding at Cana is still available.  
    There was a young couple that faced their own personal challenges 
and struggles.  He was a man caught up in the world of drugs and 
alcohol. His life was truly a dead end street.  She was a lost soul looking 
for meaning and purpose. She tried to satisfy that longing in the realm 
of the spirit, and even dabbled in witchcraft.  This couple continued on 
their path on confusion and struggle until they met the one who could 
fulfill their longing. This couple encountered Jesus Christ.  They 
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dedicated their lives to him and they became devoted and committed 
followers of the Lord and became very active in their church. They had 
a passion for sharing their faith and became involved in a church 
program specifically designed to reach new persons for Christ.  Their 
lives were transformed by the power of the Lord.  I know this story is 
true, because one day I had the honor of marrying this couple.  Truly it 
was a celebration like the wedding at Cana.  I had the privilege to see 
their commitment to Jesus Christ and their witness in the church. To 
see the miraculous hand of Jesus at work in the lives of this couple. 
 
     I invite you to take a few moments of soul searching and prayer this 
morning.  As we start a new year, that we may pray that this also will 
be a time of new beginnings in our spiritual life.  For some it may be for 
the first time to receive the life-giving touch of Jesus. To invite him into 
your heart and life, to claim his promises of forgiveness and love and 
receive him as your Lord and Savior.  For others, it may be a time of 
renewal.  You feel life your faith life has become routine and you seek 
that fresh touch of God’s Spirit, that the water of your faith will be 
changed into that festive wine.  Perhaps there are couples who are 
ready to commit themselves to renewing their commitment to each 
other.  To allow Jesus to celebrate with you the love you share. 
Whatever the need is this day, in these few moments of prayer, let’s 
seek the life-giving presence of Jesus, let him change the ordinary into 
something extraordinary.  Let us pray… 
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