
 
 

One of Us 

Micah 5:1-5, John 1:10-18 

Carl Anderson has been Santa Claus for 28 seasons, (or should I say 
one of Santa’s helpers) at last he has revealed what we already 
suspected. Kids can be hilarious and heart-breaking in their requests 
to Santa…some of the things he noted: 

Dear Santa, 
Could you come early this year? I've been really super good, but I don't 
know if I can last much longer. Please hurry. 
Love, Jordan 
 
Dear Santa, 
Please give me a doll this year. I would like her to eat, walk, do my 
homework, and help me clean my room. 
Thank you, Jenny 
 
Dear Santa, 
What should I leave for your reindeer to eat? Do they like cookies, too? 
My mom won't let me bring hay into the living room. 
Your friend, Sandy 
 
Dear Santa, 
How will you get into our house this year? We don't have a chimney 
and my father just installed a very expensive security system. 
Julie 

Beyond the expected requests for the latest Barbie and computer 
games, kids have whispered into Santa Carl Anderson's ear their desire 
for world peace and their pain at their parents' breakups.'Kids see 
Santa as someone they can confide in,' 

Children's musings are often more serious, and reflect what's going on 
in the news, or at home.  

A boy pleaded for lots of toys for terrorists so they 'wouldn't hate us so 
much,' says Anderson. Yet another little one, '...wanted money to help 
mom pay the bills because she worries so much.' 

It's not easy being Santa. It's hard on the body and on the heart. 'I feel 
for them a lot,' says Anderson. 'It's hard when kids ask me to get their 
mommy and daddy to love each other again or when they want 
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someone who is sick to recover. I tell them I can't promise anything 
but I will make it my wish for them - and I do,' he adds.   
 
When you think about it the message of Christmas is God being very 
much aware of our human condition and our personal situations.  And 
things don’t always out the way we would hope them to or wish for we 
we turn to a God who feels and understands all that we are and all that 
we face.  Isn’t that the  real reason we celebrate a very special birth.  
 
I was reading some statistics about babies being born and discovered 
that there are over 12,000 babies born each day in the United States? 
And over 360,000 babies born each day in the world.  That computes 
to over 4 babies every second?  That’s a lot of babies!  Some of those 
babies are born to wealthy parents, many are born in poverty.  Some 
are given the best facilities, the best care that a hospital can offer. 
Some are born in a run-down building in one of the poverty-stricken 
areas of the world.  
Let’s just imagine that we are invited to go and see one of those poor 
babies.  At first we have difficulty locating the house, the family lives in 
a section of homes that are boarded up, some broken windows, trash 
all around.  Finally we find the house, we enter and there we see the 
little baby lovingly being held in the arms of his mother.  We feel the 
coldness of the room and we wonder how the baby will keep warm. 
We think about the conditions around us and we wonder if the baby 
will be properly nourished.  What does the future hold for such a child? 
As we get ready to celebrate the birth of the Savior, I wonder if the 
circumstances of the birth of Jesus were much different?  Surely Joseph 
and Mary were not among the wealthy.  The offering they gave at the 
temple indicated their poverty.  And as we picture this newborn, we 
see him in a most humble setting.  No room in the inn…only a stable or 
a cave to be born in.  And if we were an ordinary traveler who peered 
in to see this little child, perhaps we would be concerned about the 
physical conditions of his surroundings.  And perhaps we would ask: 
What does the future hold for such a child? 
It is in the midst of such a humble environment that we come to 
recognize a profound truth.  Seeing that little baby lying in a manger, 
an animal’s feeding trough, we see that this One has come not to live 
above us… this is no marble palace, just a very ordinary setting, we 
come to realize that Jesus, the Son of God, became one of us. 
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One of us…Bishop Melvin Wheatley wrote a book called Christmas Is 
For Celebrating.  In the book he says: “the God who planted majesty in 
a manger has another surprise for us in that place.  The God of 
Christmas feels at home not only at a humble address, and in a secular 
setting, but also in the most ordinary details of daily routine. This we 
are inclined to forget because we have covered the nativity story with 
so much poetry that it is hard to get down to the prose of the 
situation…Rather than concentrating on the exceptional experiences of 
life, the nativity narrative actually features two of the most universal 
experiences of the human family, birth and taxes…” 
This is the message of the Incarnation…God who became one of us. 
One who knows life like it is…with its pains and trials, with is 
challenges and suffering, with its joys and its sorrows.  One of us.  One 
who feels the circumstances of the human condition.  One who can 
relate to my life and what I am going through.  A little baby lying in a 
manger…God coming into human history… God became like one of us.  
I know this is a hard concept for all of us to comprehend…this divine 
mystery of the incarnation.  And for many of the people in Jesus’ day, 
they could not accept it.  They could not fathom how an almighty God 
could walk among them in human form…For many of them, this was 
not the Messiah, they had been looking for. 
I was reading various incidents in the life of Jesus in the Gospels and 
noticing some of the reactions of people. 
 
After rebuking an unclean spirit in a man, the people are amazed and 
say…”What is this…a new teaching and with authority.” 
 
In the healing of the paralytic, when he says: “Son, your sins are 
forgiven”.  Some who were sitting there said: “why does this fellow 
speak in this way?  It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?” 
 
Even Jesus’ family had difficulty understanding all of this.  In reaction 
to the crowds of people that had gathered.  “When his family heard it, 
they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He has gone out 
of his mind.”  And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He 
has Beelzebul and by the ruler of demons he casts out demons.” 
 
In the raising of Jairus daughter…at first they laugh at him. 
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People just didn’t get it…and these kind of reactions he faced all the 
way to the cross.  They mocked him, scoffed at him.  Those who 
crucified him, heaped insults at him. 
 
The Son of God in human form…such as difficult thing to understand. 
People saw the miracles, but they also saw a man…a human being who 
ate, who slept, who got tired…one who would laugh and cry.  One who 
could feel and express human emotion.  So many could not grasp the 
truth of the incarnation.  They would rather think of God in lofty terms. 
A God who is out there…far removed from our situation. And we do 
that sometimes, in our relationship with God.  We try to keep God at a 
distance.  I don’t want God to be too personally involved in my 
life….Maybe God will ask me to make some changes in my life, that I 
am not ready to face.  God may be speaking to me about some action I 
need to take, but I want to keep God way out there.  I will think about 
God when I come to worship, but not on Monday morning.  I’d rather 
keep those two parts of my life separated. 
But the whole message of the incarnation is that God has invaded the 
human situation.  God knows our human condition.  God wants to be 
our personal God.  And in the person of Jesus Christ, in the birth of the 
Savior, God has made possible this personal relationship. 
 
Incarnation sounds like a big theological word, something that we may 
feel is far removed from who we are…but this is the message of 
Christmas.  The birth of Jesus Christ means God is with us, God is 
deeply concerned about our lives, where we live.  God is not removed 
from the 6:00 news, the world of violence and terror, God knows the 
plight of refugees, their fears and struggles, God knows the cries of 
those who suffer oppression,  God understands our personal worlds, 
the world of busy lives and traffic jams, the world of packing kids 
lunches or washing the dishes, or a conflict between a husband and 
wife, or trying to pay the bills…or anything else that you and I face.  
We miss the wonderful truth of the incarnation is we keep too much 
distance between God and human life. 
The message of this season is Emmanuel – God is with us…God is one 
of us.  
So what is it today that you are facing that you need to give to the God 
who knows you and loves us.  Are there fears, pressures, anxieties, 
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struggles.  Physical illness,  emotional stress, spiritual emptiness. 
Christmas tells us God is with us. 
 
I know for many Christmas is a very difficult time.  There are many 
who associate memories with the season that are hard to live with. 
There are others who feel very alone because they feel they have no 
one to share the season’s joys.  Others who just feel they can’t stand 
the noise and hecticness of Christmas.  For some instead of feeling 
quite jolly, they feel quite blue.  It is why we shared with folks a 
remembrance service which was held last Sunday…as a way to 
connect persons with others who may be struggling in this season and 
to sense the comfort and peace of God together.  
 
I pray that this season will be a time of rediscovering the truth of what 
Christmas really means.  God with us…God became one of us.  This is 
what we are celebrating, we are no longer alone.  God came to us as a 
person, a child born into this world. 
 
There is a Catholic School with the name of Christ the King.  Some of 
the parents who have children at the school display bumper stickers 
on their cars with the school’s name.  Well, one of the cars that had the 
bumper sticker but the last letter had worn off, so that it read Christ 
the Kin.  That’s the message we need to see.  Christ is the King.  We 
worship his majesty, the Lord of the Universe.  But we must also see 
him as Christ the Kin.  One who is related to us.  One who put on the 
cloak of humanity.  And we could know God in a personal way.  
 
A poor baby lying in a manger.  A baby, so vulnerable, so dependent on 
others.  How could this be God?  Born in the little town of Bethlehem to 
be One of us.  That we would discover God knows us, understands us, 
knows what we face.  To grasp the infinite truth of God’s love for you 
and me…The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. God became one 
of us. 
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