
 

Thankful Living 

Luke 7:36-50 

A young man named John received a parrot as a gift.  And he soon discovered 
that the parrot he had bought had a bad attitude and even worse vocabulary. 
Every word out of the bird’s mouth was rude, obnoxious and laced with 
profanity. John tried and tried to change the bird’s attitude by consistently 
saying only polite words, playing soft music and anything else he could think of 
to “clean up” the bird’s vocabulary.  Finally, John was fed up and he yelled at the 
parrot. 
 
And what did the parrot do? The parrot yelled back.  John took the bird into his 
hands and started shaking it  and the parrot got angrier and even ruder.  John, in 
desperation, threw up his hands, grabbed the bird and put him in the freezer. 
For a few minutes the parrot squawked and kicked and screamed.  They 
suddenly there was total quiet. Not a peep was heard for over a minute.  Fearing 
that he’d hurt the parrot, John quickly opened the door to the freezer. 
 
The parrot calmly stepped out onto John’s outstretched arms.  And although 
somewhat stunned, you could tell by the bird’s posture and demeanor that he 
was sorry for his behavior.  You could tell just by looking at him that there was a 
change in the bird’s attitude.   Finally, John broke the silence and said..are you 
OK…can you say anything?  To which the parrot simply replied still shivering: 
“Just one question…What did the turkey do?”  
 
That’s one of my favorite Thanksgiving stories…and maybe since its 
Thanksgiving Sunday it’s a good time for all of us to do an attitude check-up. 
Last weekend we talked about our stewardship and the importance of not only 
striving to be good stewards, but to examine our personal attitudes as we reflect 
upon the goodness of God and the blessings we have received.  We talked about 
the importance of being grateful stewards, of considering what it means to be 
unconditionally loved by God and accepted by God’s grace. 
 
When it comes to the season of thanksgiving, we are naturally thinking about 
being thankful, it’s a time we say give thanks for God’s blessings, a time to 
express our gratitude.  On Thursday, thousands of families will gather around 
the country to feast on turkey, and stuffing, and sweet potatoes and pumpkin 
pie.  There will be lots of conversation around the table and there  will be lots of 
football, even the Eagles football this year. 
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Yes, we are in the thanksgiving season…but the challenge for all of us is to take 
that spirit of gratitude and make it a part of life, a part of who we are…that we 
may live in a spirit of thanksgiving.  And so today is a good time for each  of us to 
take a closer look at our attitudes about how we live life.  How are responding to 
our circumstances…what are the things we may be taking for granted?  
 
I guess you could say it is taking this time of thanksgiving and applying it to our 
lives in such a way that our lives are characterized by Thanks-Living. 
And you know it really does make a difference…how you look at life, what kind 
of perspective you bring to the situations and circumstances you face. 
 
The story is told about two shoe salesmen who went to a primitive country to 
open up new territories for their business.  Three days after their arrival, the 
first salesman sent the following cablegram:  “Returning on next plane.  Can’t 
sell shoes here.  Everybody  goes barefoot.”  Well, nothing was heard from the 
2nd salesman for 2 weeks.  Then came a fat airmail message for the home office:” 
50 orders enclosed.  Prospects unlimited.  Nobody here has shoes!”  A lot does 
depend on our perspective…and when it comes to how we approach our 
everyday life, our attitude and perspective makes all the difference. 
 
I was thinking about the two different attitudes Jesus encountered at this special 
dinner invitation we read about in the Gospel of Luke.  Jesus is at the home of a 
very religious person, a Pharisee by the name of Simon.  We know about the 
Pharisees, they were strict keepers of the law, religious people who were very 
careful to do all the right things, to live in strict obedience to God’s laws and the 
many laws they added to their code of right behavior.  You could say they took 
special pride in their personal righteousness.  So can you imagine the horror 
Simon felt when he thought his special guest, Jesus, was being disturbed by a 
woman of the streets, a woman with a very questionable reputation.  Simon 
must have thinking: “The nerve of this woman, making a scene at my party. 
Surely Jesus will either ignore her or better yet cast judgment on her.  Simon 
was a man with his own reputation of uphold…he had no time for interference 
by sinners like this woman.  Obviously he could only see her faults. 
 
And now the woman weeping, begins to wet Jesus’ feet with her tears and even 
anoint him with ointment.  Simon was just waiting. “Come on, Jesus.  Let her 
have it. Show her the error of her ways.  If you’re really a prophet, you’ll know 
what to do.  Because you know what kind of woman this is.” 
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Can you imagine the surprise on Simon’s face, when instead of condemning the 
woman, He directs his attention back to Simon. “Simon, I have something to say 
to you.”   You can almost picture Simon gulping: “What is it, teacher?” 
 
Well, before we get too hard on Simon, maybe we ought to pause for a moment 
and ask whether there have been those times when we’ve been like Simon. 
We’ve been more intent on fault-finding than having the humble and caring 
posture of this woman.  There have been those times where we have been more 
critical of others rather than living in a spirit of grace and forgiveness.  So when I 
read this encounter of Jesus, I have to ask where is God speaking to me about 
my own attitudes.  That’s when the Scripture becomes real to us.  Where is God 
speaking to you and me?  What do I need to make attitude changes?  Is it an 
attitude of selfishness, or pride, or prejudice?  Am I living more as a fault-finder 
rather than a thanks-giver?  It’s putting ourselves into that setting and hearing 
Jesus speak to us like he did to Simon:  “I have something to say to you.” 
 
Will we be quiet enough to listen?  Will we listen to the voice of the Spirit.   I’m 
not sure Simon was ready to listen, but he got a spiritual lesson anyway.  It was a 
story about a creditor who had two persons who owed him money.  One a great 
deal of money 500 denarii and the other only 50 denari. 
 
Neither could pay, but the creditor decided to forgive them both.  An then Jesus 
asks the question: “Now which of these two will love him more?” 
 
Guess what, Simon gave the right answer.  Not that that should surprise, he 
thrived on giving the right answer…saying the right thing.  “The one to whom he 
forgave more.”  was his answer. 
  
Yes, Simon you’re right, you’re always right.  You know the right answer, but you 
live with the wrong attitude in your heart. “Look at this woman.  She did all the 
things that you should have done to a guest.  Afterall he was the host and part 
of the customs of that day was to show honor to your guest by having water for 
the feet, offering a kiss.  But Simon didn’t have time for that.   And here is this 
dear woman who poured out her heart in gratitude and respect.  And it was her 
faith, her outlook, the attitude of her heart that causes Jesus to commend her 
and say to her: “Your faith has saved you.  Go in peace.” 
 
I wonder if God is speaking to you about thankful living. Paying more attention 
to the attitude of the heart that expresses gratitude. To be persons who 
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acknowledge our own need before God, to recognize our sins, our spirits of 
fault-finding or spiritual pride, and to humbly come to God seeking his grace and 
forgiveness.  
 
What an important lesson this is for all of us.  It’s so easy to lose focus, get off 
track.  We must be on our guard against a self-sufficency that forgets where our 
help comes from, thinking we can take care of ourselves apart from the 
provisions ofGod’s grace.  We must be on guard against fault-finding and passing 
judgment when the judgment may belong to us.  
 
Some of you have read some of Max Lucado’s books which challenge the reader 
to do some personal reflection of faith issues.  In one of his books entitled, In 
the Eye of the Storm, is a chapter with the heading: “The Joy in the Journey.”  As 
a Christian author and speaker, Max travels all over the country for speaking 
engagements.  Let me share part of that chapter with you which describes his 
experience on one of his flights. 
 
She sat in 14E, and I sat in 14 D.  She was rural, and I was urban.  She was 
backward and I was sophisticated. She was homey, and I was “professional.”  But 
she could see, and I was blind…I don’t know if she was old or just looked old.  But 
I do know one thing: She’d never flown. “I don’t do this too much, do you?” 
When I told her I did, her eyes widened.  “Oooh, that must fu-un”…I groaned to 
myself.  I already had a bad attitude.  My week had been hectic.  The plane was 
late and overbooked.  I had a toothache and…I wanted to sleep, but I had work 
to do.  And now I was sitting next to Gomer Pyle’s mother.  She pointed at the 
plane ahead of us on the runway..  “Is this (plane) that big?” “Yes”.  I hoped my 
brief response would show her that I wasn’t up for chitchat.  It didn’t’…As we 
were taking off, however, she got quiet.  For several moments she said nothing. 
Then she suddenly let out a sound that would have called the pigs for dinner. 
Ooooeeee, those trees down there look like peat moss!” People seated around us 
turned and stared like I was E. F. Hutton.  “What river is that?”  I told her I didn’t 
know…When I pulled out my laptop computer, she was enthralled.  “Now isn’t 
that clever.”  And that went on…the whole flight.  She didn’t miss a thing…She 
turned her light on and off.  She toyed with her seat belt.  She savored her lunch. 
When we went through turbulence, I looked over at her to be sure she was all 
right, and she was grinning.  You’d have thought she was riding the Ferris wheel 
at the county fair?  It occurred to me, about mid-journey, that she was the only 
person enjoying the trip.  The rest of us, the “sophisticated” were too mature to 
have fun…And I was staring at a computer screen-eyes tired, mouth hurting, 
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stressed-out, trying to find a message for stress filled people and never noticing 
that the message was sitting beside me.   And I might never have noticed had 
she not leaned over and said to me at the end of the flight. “Son, I may be out of 
place in saying this, but you’ve worked the entire trip.  You need to relax, boy. 
You need to put that machine up and enjoy the journey.” 
    I didn’t say anything.   Off she walked, bouncing down the concourse as 
curious as a six-year old.  I watched her as long as I could, then turned to go to 
my next flight with a lesson learned.  I resolved to keep my eyes open.  It does 
little good, I decided, to make the trip and miss the journey.* 
 
What about that journey of life that you are taking?  For Simon it had become 
clouded with rituals and legalistic behavior.  He had lost the wonder of it all.  For 
the woman at the feast, it was an opportunity to receive the wonderful grace of 
God, as she humbly gave of herself.  This morning it’s an opportunity for all of us 
to say, “Thank you, God for saving me, a sinner in need of your grace and 
forgiveness.”  Thank you, for all that you have given me.  May I never take for 
granted the blessings I have received. Help me to live in the spirit of 
gratitude…that my thanksgiving will be seen in my thankful living.” 
 

*From In the Eye of the Storm by Max Lucado,  Word Publishing  pgs. 61-63 
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