
 
 

Grateful Stewards 

Matthew 25:14-30 
 
A pastor was a little hesitant to ask his congregation to increase their 
giving so he invited a visiting minister to come preach to his 
congregation on Stewardship Sunday.  This particular congregation 
was used to responding when the pastor preached by offering Amens 
or some words of affirmation. 
Well this visiting preacher was really getting the congregation excited. 
Near the end of his sermon he said this church has really got to walk - 
to which someone in the back yelled, "let her walk, preacher"  
The preacher then said if this church is going to make a difference it's 
got to get up and run to which someone again yelled with gusto, "let 
her run preacher."  
Feeling the surge of the church, the preacher then said with even 
louder gusto, "if this church is going be alive for God, it's got to really 
fly" and once again with ever greater gusto, someone yelled, "let her fly 
preacher, let her fly."  
The preacher then seized the moment and stated with even greater 
gusto, "if this church is really going to fly we’re going to need to give 
more money and increase their giving, to which someone in the back 
yelled, "let her walk preacher, let her walk." 
 
I have appreciated listening to the various witnesses on the topic of 
stewardship.  Each sharing their personal experience about what this 
community of faith here at First UMC has meant to them and how they 
came to terms with the issue of stewardship in their lives.  And the one 
thing that I have discovered about stewardship, especially when it 
comes to the use of our money and our resources is that it is only when 
we come to terms with it personally and check our own feelings and 
attitudes about it are we willing to make changes that will help us to 
grow in our walk with God. 
 
I think the reason that is so is because stewardship impacts us in a 
personal way.  It asks us to consider how we use our time, our 
energies, our talents, our financial resources.   And as a follower of 
Jesus Christ, we know there is some connection between our 
discipleship and how we use our resources, but the pull of the world 
around us often distracts us from being the good steward God calls us 
to be. 
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There once was as man who had accumulated vast wealth, but 
personally he remained a very unhappy man.  So he paid a visit to an 
old wise sage to inquire about the reason for his gloom.  The old sage 
asked him to look through the window onto the street and said: “Tell 
me, what do you see?”  The rich man replied, “ I see lots of people.” 
“Now”, the wise man continued, “Look into this mirror and tell me 
what you see.” “Well, I see myself,” the man replied.  “Yes, you are right 
and herein lies the answer to your problem,” declared the wise man. 
“The mirror is made of glass and the window too is made of glass, but 
when a little silver is added, you no longer see other people.  You only 
see yourself.” 
 
It does make a difference our personal approach and feelings about 
how we handle what we have.  In this season of thanksgiving, I want us 
to think about what it means not only to be a steward of God’s 
resources, but also what it means to be a grateful steward.   Because 
when we look at what we have from the perspective of a grateful heart, 
it frees us to experience the joy of giving, the blessing of letting go. 
 
Jesus reminded his hearers: “Where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.”  He was talking about the attitude of the heart.  It is 
holding on to that truth we have been talking about the past few 
weeks…I am a child of God, unconditionally loved, accepted by God’s 
grace.  And in gratitude to God, I want to freely give of myself to do 
what God calls me to do.  
 
Part of this acceptance is just learning to live as a child of God…seeing 
that in reality I am wholly dependent on the God who made me. 
Declaring like the Psalmist in Psalm 100: “It is God who has made us, 
and not we ourselves.  We are the God’s people and the sheep of his 
pasture.”  To be a faithful follower of Lord is to come to acknowledge 
this wonderful truth… to see ourselves as children of the God who 
created the universe and you and me.   That kind of perspective, when 
we really get a hold of it, changes the way we look at our possessions, 
our resources, and our money. 
 
Because what happens is we start to seriously ask the stewardship 
questions.  Who is the source of all that I am and all that I have?  How 
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am I a manager and trustee of God’s resources entrusted to me?  Do I 
live in such a way that I do not get caught up in the materialistic frenzy 
of our times and our culture? 
 
I thought is was interesting, hearing one the thanksgiving ads:  “ This 
thanksgiving, be the one who has more to be thankful for than others” 
with the idea that if I surround myself with luxurious things, then I will 
be happy and fulfilled.  (Read statement about Black Friday) 
 
That’s the message of our culture that happiness and fulfillment comes 
in how many things I possess.  How much have I accumulated in this 
world.  The more I have the happier I will be. 
 
Today I want you to pray about and think about your stewardship. 
Next weekend is officially our stewardship weekend, but it is essential 
for me as a disciple of Jesus Christ to see my stewardship not just a 
yearly emphasis, but as a way of life, as a practice of my faith.  To be a 
grateful steward, seeing that what we have is given by God and we are 
called to use these gifts wisely. 
 
And so Jesus tells the story of the parable of the talents.  The story is 
told as part of this whole section in Matthew’s gospel about the end of 
the age and coming of the Son of Man.  It’s about being prepared and 
ready when the end comes.  And the story Jesus tells is about the 
Master returning to find out what his servants had done with the 
talents he had given them.  A talent was currency worth more than 15 
years wages for a laborer.  No small amount.  One servant was given 5, 
another 2, and the third given 1.  The servant given 5 and the servant 
given 2 both invested wisely and when the Master asked for an 
accounting, they responded they had been able to double what they 
had received.  The Master replied: “Well done, Good and trustworthy 
servant; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 
charge of may things; enter into the joy of your master.” 
 
Sadly the outcome was not so bright for the servant with one talent, 
who hid the talent in the ground.  And he receives a sharp reprimand 
from his Master.  Jesus was teaching a lesson about 
stewardship…expressing the need to make good use of the time and 
talents and resources God has given. 
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That’s why the message of our “Grow-One stewardship program is so 
important.”  For it challenges us to prayerfully reflect on how are we 
responding to God’s call to grow as good stewards.  It’s not so much 
about dollar amounts as it is about growing, taking the next step, and 
trusting God to increase our faith.  That’s why for many of us the 
challenge of tithing…Giving one tenth of our income, is such a stretch. 
Because we have not thought of our stewardship in those terms…So 
we asking each of us to grow towards tithing…For some growing 1% is 
a big step, but moving in the right direction.  Others may be ready to 
take the step of tithing, others who already tithe are challenge to grow 
by taking additional steps.  It really is a spiritual issue.  One that we 
need to pray about and seek God’s direction.  Next weekend we will 
ask you to make your response.  Each of us are asked to think about 
what changes we will make in our stewardship.  I would ask you to 
seriously pray about your response this coming week. 
 
In Dr. Tom Harris’ book, I’m OK, You’re OK, (came out many years ago, 
you can tell it is an old book, just look at the price tag on the cover) he 
mentions 3 reasons why people change. One is people change when it 
is more painful to stay as they are than it is to change…I suppose when 
it comes to stewardship, that’s not usually our problem, because 
usually we become comfortable with the way things are when it comes 
to this area. 
 
The second reason people change is when they find themselves as  the 
point of despair…this could possibly a motivator for someone to 
change their stewardship if he or she has been come to a point of 
emptiness in their life and they searching for a better way. 
 
But I believe the third reason may be the most relevant for us.  People 
change when  they go through what he calls the “eureka stage”.  A 
moment of sudden discovery that there is a better way to live or act. 
For us who are people of faith, we look for those discoveries as a work 
of the Holy Spirit, speaking to our hearts, convicting us, challenging us, 
convincing us of the need to make changes and be transformed. 
 
That’s the challenge for us when it comes to stewardship…asking God 
where to I need to make changes.  How is the Spirit of God speaking to 
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me about being a better steward.  When Jesus was speaking about 
these matters and the kingdom of God he was talking about a whole 
new way of living, a whole new way of looking at things…and our lives 
are no longer the same. 
 
Back in the 19th century, when evangelist D.L. Moody was conducting 
services in England, a prominent medical doctor went to hear what 
this famous preacher had to say.  Years later, in his autobiography, this 
doctor described the effect Moody’s message had on him.  He wrote: 
“When Mr. Moody finished his sermon, I had resolved earlier to drop 
religion entirely or else make a real effort to do what Christ would do if 
he were a doctor in London.”   Being challenged to consider how he 
should live his faith as a steward of what God had given him, this 
doctor becamse a Sunday School teacher, and devoted the rest of his 
free time to a group of underprivileged boys.  Within 7 years, he gave 
up hos profitable London medical practice to become a physician to 
the sick in the deprived area of Labrador.  He became one of the most 
effective ambassadors for Christ is his day because he was willing to 
listen to who the Spirit of God was speaking to his heart and make the 
needed changes to respond to that leading  You could say he had that 
eureka moment of the Spirit.  He truly had become a grateful steward 
of his time, his talents, his resources as he gave himself in ministry to 
others. 
 
I wonder if today could be your “eureka” moment. To believe that God 
is calling you to commit who you are and all you are into His hands.  To 
feel the tug of God’s Spirit on your heart to live as a faithful servant, 
one who will live with the attitude of a thankful steward until Christ 
returns.  It is a matter of faith, a matter of simply trusting God to make 
those changes in order to grow in the commitment of our resources. 
To live in gratitude as a steward in God’s kingdom, and know that one 
day we may hear these words: “” Well done, good and faithful servant, 
enter into the joy of the Lord!” 
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