
 

After Revival 

I Kings 19:1-18, John 21:1-3 

A man dies and goes to heaven. St. Peter meets him at the pearly gates. 
St. Peter says, "Here's how it works. You need 100 points to make it into heaven. 
You tell me all the good things you've done, and I give you a certain number of 
points for each item, depending on how good it was. When you reach 100 
points, you get in." 
"Okay" the man says, "I attended church every Sunday" �"That's good, says St. 
Peter, " that's worth two points" 
"Two points?" he says. "Well, I gave 10% of all my earnings to the church" 
�"Well, let's see," answers Peter, "that's worth another 2 points. Did you do 
anything else?" 
"Two points? Golly. How about this: I started a soup kitchen in my city and 
worked in a shelter for homeless veterans." �"Fantastic, that's certainly worth a 
point, " he says. 
"hmmm...," the man says, "I was married to the same woman for 50 years and 
never cheated on her, even in my heart." �"That's wonderful," says St. Peter, 
"that's worth three points!" 
"THREE POINTS!!" the man cries, "At this rate the only way I get into heaven is 
by  
is by the grace of God.” 
St. Peter replies:  “That’s it.  Come on in!” 
 
 Last weekend we addressed the need of grasping this very important concept. 

God loves us with an unconditional love and offers to us the gift of salvation by 

His amazing grace.  We cannot earn it, cannot be good enough, we simply trust 

in God’s grace, seek God’s forgiveness and mercy, and discover a new life in 

Jesus Christ.  When we come to this realization, it can become so transforming, 

for we come to understand that we are accepted by God, loved by God and even 

overwhelmed by God’s goodness and mercy. 

    When that happens, we sense a new passion to serve the Lord, our spirits are 

renewed and revived.  And we sing in our heart…  “and o the joy that floods my 

soul.”  We have been lifted up out of our darkness into God’s glorious light.  We 

feel like we are no longer in the valley, but on the mountaintop.  And it’s a 

feeling we wish we could sustain forever…kind of basking in the glory of God. 
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But what we will soon discover is that after revival, life still happens, and we 

learn that we cannot stay on the mountain forever.  What happens after revival? 

     Let me tell you the story of one person whose experience may help us to 

answer that question.  He was a man who had experienced a great spiritual 

victory.  It was a mountaintop experience and one you would think he would 

never forget.  This man had served the Lord faithfully.  And God had done many 

great and wonderful things in his life. He felt so close to God and there was great 

power in his prayers.  The man I’m talking about was a great prophet and his 

name was Elijah.  The spiritual victory he had won was accomplished on Mt. 

Carmel with the Lord miraculously setting to flame the sacrifice on his altar 

when the prophets of Baal could do nothing. 

     Talk about a feeling of revival.  Just think how Elijah must have been feeling. 

Things were going so well that Elijah’s prophetic words about rain after a long 

period of drought were right on target.  How could it rain…there wasn’t even a 

cloud in the sky. But the Scripture tells us that the 7th time Elijah’s servant came 

back to Elijah he had this report: “A cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from 

the sea.”  Soon the sky grew dark and a heavy rain fell.  I mean Elijah must have 

felt so close to God in those moments…on a real spiritual high.   And when his 

enemy King Ahab rode in his chariot to Israel, the power of the Lord was so 

much upon Elijah that with extraordinary strength he ran ahead of Ahab all the 

way to Israel.  Must have been the precursor to the superhero – The Flash. 

     Have you ever felt like that in your relationship with God.  Felt especially close 

to God, maybe after a spiritual retreat, or a special service at church, or just 

standing amazement of God’s creation, beholding the beauty of a mountain or 

the millions of stars on a clear, dark night.  Or feeling renewed and revived like 

we shared last weekend…knowing you are God’s child, forgiven, loved and 

accepted.  What a wonderful feeling to feel so close to God. 

     But something happened in the life of the prophet Elijah and it can happen to 

you and me.  Times of great spiritual victory and emotion can open the door for 

an emotional letdown or even despair.  It soon became apparent that just 

because Elijah had won a great victory on Mt. Carmel, that his enemies were not 
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giving up on him.   There were going to be more challenges ahead.  And so we 

see it too in our lives. When we experience revival, when our spiritual batteries 

are recharged…it seems that the enemy of God and the temptations and battles 

of this world want to take it all away.  Maybe that’s why the apostle Paul’s 

words to the Ephesian church seem so relevant to us today.  They remind us 

that we are in a spiritual battle:  “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 

but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 

world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 

Well, what happened to Elijah? Queen Jezebel was very angry with him and 

wanted to have him killed. And we pick up the story in verse 3 of chapter 19. 

“Elijah was afraid and ran for his life.” Afraid and ran for his life?  Is this the same 

guy who had just witnessed the power of God on Mt. Carmel?  Is this the same 

guy who prayed for rain and after months of drought it began to pour?   And he 

ran to Beersheba and went a day’s journey into the desert. There he sat under a 

tree and once again he prayed to God.  But notice what he prayed this time…He 

prayed that he might die! “I’ve had enough, Lord, take my life.”  And the man 

who had experienced such a spiritual high was suddenly very discouraged and 

ready to die. 

How about you?  Have you gone through similar experiences?  Have you had 

feelings of spiritual fervor or closeness to God and now those feeling seem to be 

directed elsewhere.  And instead of claiming spiritual victory, you feel empty, or 

discouraged, or maybe even like giving up. 

I think anyone who has ever experienced the joy of God’s salvation will also go 

through times of feeling apart from God, or back in the valley.  I know I have felt 

that way.  As a pastor I have had the opportunity to witness many exciting ways 

God has been at work in peoples’ lives…to see the wonderful works which God 

has accomplished in the congregations I have served.  And what a joy it is to 

have some part in encouraging people in their faith, so see someone come to 

faith in Christ or experience God’s blessing or healing. 

But you know, there have been times when I felt like sitting under that tree like 

Elijah and wondering why I was called into the ministry.  How can God use me? 
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Sometimes I may forget about all the good things God has done and all that I 

have experienced in ministry and get looking at some situation or some problem 

and find myself discouraged. 

Ever feel that way? At one point, so close to God, alive, revived…and then to 

feel so far away.  And it’s here that we must be extremely careful and on guard 

for our faith.  Because we can take our eyes off of the Lord and only think about 

our problems and we start to feel sorry for ourselves or we just complain to 

God.  

Elijah had to be reminded of the Lord’s presence.  Because he was beginning 

have a pity-party.  TheLord said to him after those 40 nights traveling to Mt. 

Horeb.  “Elijah, what are you doing here?’  Elijah responds: “ I have been very 

zealous for the Lord God almighty.” And here it comes – Elijah’s sob story: “The 

Israelites don’t believe in you anymore.  They killed off all the prophets, why I’m 

the only one left, and they’re about to kill me too!” 

Now it wasn’t that Elijah didn’t have some legitimate concerns, it’s just that he 

was no longer asking: “Where is the Lord in all this?”  And so the Lord had to 

show him.  “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the Lord, for 

the Lord is about to pass by.” 

I can just picture Elijah…all right! Here we go.  Another great demonstration of 

God’s  power, just like at Mt. Carmel.  And a great and powerful wind blew and 

shook the mountains.  But guess what – the Lord wasn’t in the wind.  After the 

wind there was an earthquake,  but the Lord wasn’t there, then fire, but no 

presence of God.  And then finally, a gentle whisper, like a quiet voice, and it 

was there Elijah realized and discovered again the presence of God.  Then God 

assured him, he was not alone, and that there were still 7,000 others who had 

not bowed down to Baal. 

What a powerful lesson for you and me.  That after those mountaintop 

experiences, after those times of renewal and revival…when we go through 

some struggle or we know longer feel the power of God, God is still very real and 

wants to speak to us sometimes very quietly, perhaps in a time of prayer, 

Page 4 of 5 

November 7-8, 2015 Pastor Richard Nichols 



 

After Revival 

perhaps when  you’re all alone, but you’re ready to listen.  To believe God is 

with us in all of life, the ups and downs, the times of spiritual fervor and revival 

and those times when we’re troubled or want to give up. 

God wants to be our God in every moment of our lives.  Jesus present in all of 

life.  I could not help but think of the disciples of Jesus after the great emotional 

and spiritual high they must have felt when they witnessed that Jesus who had 

been crucified was alive.  Shortly after that tremendous experience, we see the 

disciples again kind of floundering, not sure what to do…maybe feeling unsure 

of what all this meant.  And Peter goes back to what had been a regular part of 

his life…he says: “I’m going fishing.”  Maybe feeling down, maybe feeling 

discouraged and once again catching no fish…and it is the presence of Jesus that 

enters that scene and reminds him that he is still with him.  We need that after 

our Mt. Carmel times and our Easter moments, because there are those times 

when God’s presence doesn’t seem as real to us.  Yes, there will be times when 

God’s presence is so real and precious you believe anything could be 

accomplished…it’s like you could outrun Ahab’s chariot.  But there will also be 

those times, when we must take the time to be still and listen, to listen to the 

whisper, the quiet voice of the Lord speaking to our hearts.  Speaking to us. 

Reminding us, you are not alone, I am still with you.  Times of revival remind us 

again of the power and glory of the Lord, we marvel at the wonders of God. We 

feel his presence in a wonderful way.  But when the revival’s over, remember 

the Lord has not left you, God is still with you.  Listen closely to his voice.  God is 

still present with you, Calling you into a deeper relationship, calling you to walk 

in His ways, leading you to places of witness and service. 
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