
 
 

Revive Us Again 

Ephesians 2:8-9 Revelation 2:1-7 
 
     Those of you who face the challenge of parenting will appreciate this 
story.  There was this family, mom and dad and two small boys who 
were always getting into trouble.  Actually the two could be described 
as real terrors.  Well, their misbehavior caused their parents to seek 
help and counsel from a  number of different sources, but it seemed to 
be to no avail.  So one day they decided to speak to their pastor. And he 
said to them…OK, you send them in one at a time, and I will talk to 
them. 
The next day the oldest of the two boys was brought in to the pastor. 
As the pastor looked at the mischievious little boy, he decided to try a 
more philosophical and spiritual approach.  He said to him: “When you 
think about what you have been doing, can you tell me where is God in 
all this?  The little boy seemed confused by the question.   So the 
minister repeated: Can you tell me, Where is God?  At that the little boy 
got off his chair and ran out of the office.  He quickly ran home and 
started packing a suitcase.  His little brother was watching him in 
amazement and the asked him what he was doing.  To which his 
brother replied: “ God is lost and now they’re blaming  us!”.  
    Today I want us to be drawn to that question as it pertains to our 
own faith.  Where is God?  And to discover that it is a question that will 
not cause us to run away from God, but instead lead us to find our way 
to a deeper faith. 
It has been the focus of our Wednesday night study called Revival. 
Revival for a lot of people is a negative word.  It pictures for some the 
idea of judgemental and fiery sermons that seem to manipulate 
persons to follow God.  But the word Revival is based on the Latin 
re-vivere which means to reinvigorate, to restore to life, to become 
strong and healthy after a period of decline, to renew and revitalize. 
Last week we talked about how life sometimes is like a roller coaster 
with its ups and downs, times when we can become discouraged, times 
when we feel like we are in a dark valley.  And the same could be said 
of our spiritual life….because our faith journey also goes thru times 
when we feel like God is so close to us, we feel the passion and joy of 
our faith, and there are also those times when God seems far away, and 
we feel like a plant that is wilting , with very little life or spiritual 
vitality. 
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   What is true for individuals is also true for churches and 
denominations and even nations.  And God throughout history has 
moved among people to bring revival and spiritual awakening.  It is too 
easy to get preoccupied with the things of this world that we neglect 
the life in the spirit.  And so we need those times of renewal and 
revival to stir us and re-awaken our spirits to once again feel and know 
the joy of our salvation.  What did the writer of Revelation say to the 
church of Ephesus… I know of your works, your toil and your patient 
endurance, but he also says: you have abandoned your first love.  No 
longer did the fire of God burn in their hearts.  He calls on them to 
repent and recall their former passion.  
     We have been blessed in this church with a rich history of faith and 
mission.  We celebrate God’s faithfulness these past 200 years.  And 
today as we remember those who have passed into God’s glory, we 
also remember the saints, the church leaders, the SS teachers, those 
who were witnesses to their faith that have sustained and guided our 
ministry that have brought us to this day.  And today we seek that 
fresh wind of the Spirit to revive and rekindle the flame that will burn 
brightly in our future.  That we will be that church alive for Jesus Christ 
in this community and around the world. 
 
But it has to begin with each of us individually,  It begins with you and 
me, searching our own hearts, and seeking the renewing power of the 
Holy Spirit in us.  It begins when we grasp what it means to be a child 
of God’s grace, one who discovers personally the grace of God in his or 
her life. 
 
That’s what we have been talking about in our Wednesday sessions. 
People whose lives were transformed when they trusted in God’s 
grace.  People like the apostle Paul, Martin Luther, John Wesley.  All 
persons who were trying to please God by trying to earn God’s favor. 
Doing those things which they thought would make them more holy, 
disciplining themselves to try to follow what they thought God wanted 
them to do.  Trying to be a good person, but still living with an 
emptiness, a hollow faith that didn’t satisfy… 
 
Until that day God broke into their hearts and minds with a new 
revelation.  What they discovered was this: It is not by our own efforts, 
but simply trusting in what God can do in us.  For Paul that revelation 
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came through that blinding experience on the Damascus Road, for 
Wesley that heart-warming experience at Aldersgate, and for Martin 
Luther went through many heart=wrenching and soul searching 
experiences  until he came to realize we are justified by faith and faith 
alone.  Let me share with you the words from our study from the book 
Revival written by Adam Hamilton about Luther’s experience because I 
think many of us can learn from his struggle: 
Martin Luther was a Christian monk who “sought to please God, yet the 
harder he tried the more elusive God’s acceptance and favor seemed to 
be.”   In his own words: 
“When I was a monk, I wearied myself greatly for almost 15 years with 
the daily sacrifice, tortured myself with fastings, vigils, prayers, and 
other very rigorous workd.  I earnestly thought to acquire righteousness 
by my works…” Luther was struggling mightily with his spiritual 
life…but in the midst of this crisis the passage of Romans 1:17 came alive 
to him.  The “righteous will live by faith”.  It was the turning point in his 
life that had a tremendous impact that led to the Reformation. 
 
What made the difference?  What changed their hearts.  It was coming 
to trust in God’s amazing grace.  To believe that God receives us and 
loves us just as we are. God loves us with that unconditional life. 
 
It ‘s easy to fall into that trap of believing that only way I can satisfy 
what God wants for me is if I can be good enough, or follow the rules, 
or try to do good things, maybe then God will accept me.  Sometimes 
our picture of God is of a God who is angry with us, or judging us, or 
demanding things from us…rather than seeing a God who deeply cares 
for us and loves us with all our faults and flaws.  
 
Maybe you’re having a hard time grasping that…because that’s what 
you have learned in life.  Jennifer was a young girl, who was one of 
those persons.  Because it seemed that no matter what she did, she 
could never meet her parents’ expectations.  Her mother pushed her to 
be a high achiever, and she never felt she could do enough to please 
her dad.  Jennifer had a hard time seeing God as a God who loved her 
just for the person she was…and not until a caring SS teacher helped 
her to get hold of the concept of God’s unconditional love did she come 
to the place of accepting God’s grace for herself. 
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We wrestle with this in our own lives…thinking I’m not good enough, 
God is a demanding God and I cannot meet God’s expectations.  And so 
I try to be a good person, I try to please God with my behavior..but I 
feel like I can never make it. 
 
If that’s how you’re feeling, you are not alone.  So many people have 
struggled with feelings of inadequacy in their relationship with God. 
We need to hear the words of witness from the apostle Paul on this 
subject. For he finally realized it was not his works, but God’s grace 
that makes the difference. 
 
“For it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith and this not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works, so that no one can 
boast.  For we are God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 
 
Message “Now God has us where he wants us, with all the time in 
this world and the next to shower grace and kindness upon us in 
Christ Jesus. Saving is all his idea, and all his work. All we do is 
trust him enough to let him do it. It’s God’s gift from start to finish!” 
 
That’s the essential and critical message for us to hear…when we not 
only believe it, but receive it, apply it to ourselves personally…God 
gives us a new perspective on life. 
For those who take that step of faith for the first time, when we come 
to realize we are now in a relationship with God, I truly am God’s child 
and realize I have been given a new life because of what Jesus has done 
for me. 
 
For those who have accepted Jesus into their lives…getting a hold of 
this truth is so freeing…and transforming, So that we feel renewed, 
alive in the Spirit, revived! 
 
Listen to the words we shared from the book Revival from theologian 
Paul Tillich: 
“It strikes us when, year after year, the longed for perfection of life does 
not appear, when the old compulsions reign within us for decades, when 
despair destroys all joy and courage.  Sometimes at that moment a wave 
of light breaks into our darkness, and it is as though a voice were saying: 
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You are accepted… You are accepted, accepted by that which is greater 
than you…Do not try to do anything now; perhaps later you will do 
much.  Do not seek for anything, do not perform anything; do not intend 
anything.  Simply accept the fact that you are accepted.  If that happens 
to us, we experience grace.   After such an experience we may not be 
better than before, and we may not believe more than before.  But 
everything is transformed. Grace conquers sin, and reconciliation bridges 
the gulf of estrangement.” 
 
That’s the key.  Not trying to be good enough, not striving to earn God’s 
favor…but simply trusting, simply trusting and believing that God 
loves you as his child.  God loves you with that kind of love, 
unconditional love.  A love that receives you and accepts you. 
 
When we come to this discovery, our outlook changes.  Yes, we will do 
good works, we will look for opportunities to serve..but we will do it in 
gratitude for what God has done for us, not some attempt to appease 
or satisfy God’s demands. 
 
The early believers got it… And as they received that grace and the 
Holy Spirit got a hold of them…they became a sharing and caring 
community of faith. And they became a powerful witness of the Gospel. 
I invite you to make that your prayer this day.  Lord, revive my spirit.  I 
want to trust in your amazing grace…I thank you that you love me 
unconditionally…you did the work for my salvation…when Jesus died 
for me…and forgives me and accepts me.  I want to serve you, not to 
earn your favor but out of gratitude for your love and grace. 
 
Come to the table today…receive this means of grace…simply trust in 
God’s acceptance of you as his child.  Ask the Lord to give you new life, 
to be renewed and revived in spirit. 
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