
 
 

The Call to Christian Community 

Acts 2:42-47, John 17:20-26 
 
A few weeks ago, some of you participated in the service of the 
blessing of the animals held outside our fellowship hall.  We have quite 
of number of people show up with their animals and I think for those 
who attended it was an opportunity to express how important your 
pets are to you and how much you see them as part of your family. 
 
Did you see the classified ad in the lost and found about the Lost Dog? 
It read:  Lost – one dog.  Brown hair with several mange spots.  Right 
leg broken due to auto accident.  Rear left hip hurt.  Right eye missing. 
Left ear bitten off in a dog fight.  Answers to the name: “Lucky”. 
 
Really?  Lucky?  Of course, That was a lucky dog.  Lucky because with 
all the things wrong with him, somebody still wanted him and was 
willing to pay to get him back. 
 
Well, as I thought about that, I thought isn’t that the story of the 
Gospel?  With all of our sin and rebellion, with all of our faults and 
flaws, God still loved us enough to pay the ultimate price to win us 
back to himself. 
 
That God would give the gift of his only son, and that by going to the 
cross, God would reach out to you and me with amazing grace, with 
great love and forgiveness. 
 
Now I want you to take that understanding of God’s love for us and 
bring that to our relationship within the community of faith.  Because 
that’s the picture we should see within the church of Jesus Christ.  To 
know that with all of our faults and flaws, we are still loved and 
accepted.  That it doesn’t matter what my background has been, what 
is my personal history, that it is here that I can find God’s mercy and 
grace, it is here that I can experience acceptance and unconditional 
love. 
 
Many people were touched by Pope Francis’s visit this past week and 
moved by his words of compassion and example of faith.  When 
addressing this issue of community life in the church he said: “Let the 
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Church always be a place of mercy and hope, where everyone is 
welcomed, loved and forgiven.” 
 
You might say this is an unrealistic expectation for the church.  And it 
is true, too often we allow our own needs and or our own agendas to 
get in the way of caring for one another or the way we treat one 
another.  But I believe the Scriptures call us into the kind of 
relationship with each other that calls us to truly be a community, a 
community of faith. 
 
What a beautiful picture of the church is found in Acts, chapter 2. 
These early believers of the church, these followers of Jesus Christ, 
whose lives had been transformed by the reality of the resurrection 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Listen again to the description of the church from Acts 2 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers…and awe came upon everyone, 
because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.  All 
who believed were together and had all things in common; they would 
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any 
had need.  Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 
hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.  And day 
by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 
I want to pay particular attention to the characteristics of the early 
church as stated in the 42nd verse.   These characteristics describe for 
the community of faith that we are called to be. They remind us of 
where our focus needs to be: 
 

1. They were devoted to the apostles’ teaching.  I believe we 
emphasized that last weekend, in our Christian Education 
weekend…the importance of Bible Study, of getting into God’s 
Word, of being part of a study group so that we can grow in the 
grace and knowledge of Christ.  I hope you have found or are 
looking for one of the spiritual growth opportunities.  If we are 
going to grow as a disciple, deepen our faith, we need to find that 
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place where we can get into the Word, where we can allow that 
Word to have an impact on us. 

2. To the fellowship.  The Greek word here is Koinonia….It 
describes a fellowship that is more than getting together for our 
coffee fellowship, but a willingness to reach out to one another, 
to come to understand the needs of persons, and to be willing to 
minister to one another.  That kind of fellowship requires getting 
to know persons on a deeper level, and sincerely looking for 
ways to help one another and to serve one another.  

3. The breaking of bread.  Part of the fellowship was experienced in 
sharing a meal, but also in the sharing the communion meal with 
one another.  What a beautiful picture on this World Communion 
Sunday when we gather with Christians around the world and 
break bread.  Persons of many different languages, and 
traditions, different understandings of their faith, but we come 
together to share in this holy meal.  Jesus prayed for those who 
would come to believe in him and prayed that they would be one. 
What a wonderful reminder of seeing that prayer fulfilled when 
we come to the Lord’s table, we put aside our differences and we 
join together to celebrate what God has done for us in the 
precious gift of the Savior.  The word communion and 
community come from the same root.  To commune together, to 
hold things together in common. 

4. And to the prayers.  We have emphasized this before, but it can’t 
be overstated.  If we are truly going to be a community of faith 
empowered by the Spirit, we must be a people of prayer. 
Praying for one another, praying for the pastors and staff, 
praying for our mission and ministry.  Our work is spiritual and 
must be guided by the Spirit.  We need everyone to be diligently 
and earnestly praying.  And certainly prayer unites us a as a 
community. 
 
So this is our calling…as we gather here today on this World 
Communion Sunday…to be a community of faith, forgiven 
people, who love one another and who seek to grow in faith, 
deepen our fellowship, pray for one another, and come to break 
bread together.  We are a community that worships together, 
prays together, celebrates communion together.  
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Jesus prayed for our unity…it is my prayer that will have a 
oneness of purpose…to love one another, to be in mission and 
ministry together and to be witness to the world…as we will sing 
in our closing song:  “And they’ll know we are Christians by our 
love.” 
 
 

 
  

Page 4 of 4 
October 3-4, 2015 Pastor Richard Nichols 


