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II Corinthians 5:16-21 

     Anniversaries are for remembering.  And as a church we cherish many 

wonderful memories.  We have been celebrating 200 years of history and many of 

you have a lot of special memories of things that have been part of this church.  

Memories are an important part of life.  Of course one of the challenges of getting 

older is our memories are not as good as they used to be.  I have a story about 

that and I have to admit, I can’t remember if I shared it before, but here goes: 

    There was this couple who were getting up in the years who both were having 

problems remembering things.  During a checkup, the doctor tells them that they 

were physically okay, but they might want to start writing things down to help 

them remember.  Well, later that night, while watching TV, the elderly gentleman 

gets up from his chair and he asks his wife:  “Want anything while I’m in the 

kitchen?”  She replies: “Yes, will you get me a bowl of ice cream?”  He says: 

“Sure.”  And then she asks: “Don’t’ you think you should write it down so that you 

can remember it? “No, I can remember it.”  “Well”. She continued, “ I’d like some 

strawberries on top, too.  Maybe you should write it down, so not to forget it?” 

He says, “I can remember that.  You want a bowl of ice cream with strawberries.”  

“Oh, and I would like some whipped cream. I’m certain you’ll forget that, write 

that down, she persisted.  The man, now irritated says: “I don’t need to write it 

down, I can remember it!  Ice cream, strawberries, and whipped cream.  I’ve got 

it, for goodness sake!”  Then he disappears into the kitchen.  And for the longest 

time, he doesn’t return.  Finally after about 25 minutes the old man returns from 

the kitchen and hands his wife a plate of bacon and eggs.   She stares at the plate 

and then looks at her husband: “I told you to write it down.  You forgot the 

toast!” 

Well, it’s true, we do struggle with remembering things sometimes, but when it 

comes to the church, how important it is to remember God’s faithfulness to us, to 

celebrate our history and blessings, and also to remember our purpose and 

reason for existence.  And so that has been our focus in this series on the 

Outward-focused church.  Remembering who we are as a church.  Remembering 
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our calling and mission as a church.  To always recall why we exist as a church.  To 

realize God has called us to look beyond the walls of the church and discover 

those opportunities to be the church in our communities and in the world around 

us.  We cannot keep Jesus to ourselves.  We are made for mission.  Last week, 

Pastor Hey Young shared how her former church found a way to take the church 

outside the walls by worshipping outside so that someone could be included in 

their time of worship. 

Several weeks ago, we talked about the Great Commission…that Christ has 

commissioned us to go into all the world and make disciples.  Those words were 

spoken by Jesus before his ascension into heaven.  And I wonder what those first 

disciples must have been thinking hearing those words and then no longer having 

Jesus present with them. No longer would  they be face to face with their Master 

Teacher and miracle worker.  Things were going to be different now.  And yet 

they had received a promise…a promise of the coming of the Holy Spirit who 

would teach them all things.  Jesus would still be with them in the presence and 

power of the Spirit.  And it would be the Holy Spirit that would transform these 

followers of Jesus into a bold and powerful band of witnesses.  And it is that same 

Holy Spirit that inspires and empowers us to be in mission for Jesus Christ.  This is 

our calling, our mission.  Each of us commissioned to be Christ’s ambassadors in 

the world. 

There was an article in our United Methodist publication, the Interpreter, 

entitled: “Equipping the Saints.”  It talks about this church group meeting on a hot 

summer night.   The room was warm and the people were feeling quite 

uncomfortable and many who were sitting there wished the trustees had seen fit 

to install air-conditioners in their conference room.  Voices droned on. Heads 

nodded, eyes drooped.  One person made the comment:  “We have to get more 

people into this church.”  Another person agreed: “That would solve all our 

problems.  We wouldn’ t have to  worry about our finances and meeting our 

budget.”  What had started out as the congregation’s annual planning session had  

quickly deteriorated into a lot of complaining and a search for easy, quick-fix 
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answers.  There seemed to be no creative or exciting ideas. Then finally, one lady, 

whose name was Ann, who had listened quietly all evening, suddenly sat upright 

and said: “We spend too much time worrying about getting people into the 

church.  Shouldn’t we be more concerned about sending people out of the 

church?”   People’s eyes widened and as they looked toward Ann there boredom 

was replaced with puzzled interest.  And they began to concentrate on Ann’s 

question:  Shouldn’t we be more concerned about sending people out of the 

church?  Out into ministry, out into mission, out beyond the church walls, to be a 

church that takes seriously its call to follow Christ’s commission.   

How would we the people of First United Methodist Church of Moorestown 

respond to that question.  What does that mean for us…sending people out of the 

church. If we take that concept seriously, how would it affect our planning, our 

programming, our outreach, our budget? 

You know the word “apostle” means “sent-one” or “the sent-out one”.  As  

apostles of Jesus Christ, we are sent out from the church and into the world.  And 

what a difference we can make. As Christians we spend much more time outside 

than inside the church.  So we have a wonderful opportunity to impact the world 

by the witness of our daily lives.  We can make a difference when people see the 

relevance of our faith in how we live our everyday lives.   

The apostle Paul describes us as being ministers of reconciliation…ambassadors 

for Jesus Christ, God making his appeal through us. That was the passion of Paul’s 

heart as he went on his missionary journeys.  To bring the message of Jesus Christ 

to the world.  To be an ambassador for Christ.  We speak of an ambassador as 

someone who represents his/her country.  He/she lives in one country, but is 

responsible to another. The ambassador must represent the message of a leader 

who is not directly present. We are ambassadors in the kingdom of God. You and I 

represent Christ to the world.  So when we come to church, it is for inspiration 

and preparation to go into the world.   A place to be encouraged, supported,and 

equipped…but the real work takes place “out there”  We are sent out in Christ’s 
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name to serve, to witness, to proclaim what Jesus has done for us, share God’s 

good news and love. 

We can do a real disservice to the church when we begin to look at the church as 

an institution or organization rather than a living, vital force in society.  When 

Joanna and I were in college, Joanna worked for several summers in Wildwood, NJ 

as a chamber maid in the city’s hotels.  Having her in Wildwood was much more 

convenient for me, a South-Jersey boy, than her being in her home in Western 

Pennsylvania.  Joanna and a number of college students had these jobs in  

Wildwood as part of a program of the United Methodist Church there where the 

students would work during the day and then do boardwalk evangelism in the 

evenings.  Several years ago Joanna and I were travelling through 

downtownWildwood and we happened to pass the church building where Joanna 

used to attend.  I should have said former church building, for this one-time house 

of worship was now closed.  It was sad to see, this change in this church that once 

had a vital ministry that had lost its purpose and function.  And I know that the 

church building is not really the church and that there are many different reasons 

why a church may close its doors, but I can’t help but wonder whether a main 

reason why a church closes, is because it ceases to function with it central 

purpose of being in mission. And walls which once echoed the sounds of the 

Gospel message and music of praise and worship can echo empty sound, cold and 

dead sound, when we forget why we exist.  The church alive for Jesus Christ 

consists of the “Sent-out” ones.  The church cannot be a self-seeking or self-

serving institution. 

An outward-focused church.  How are you  looking at church these days?  How 

are you seeing your part, your role in being in mission for Jesus Christ?  Looking at 

the world around you, looking for ways to touch that world with the eyes of faith 

and compassion. 

I invite you to consider this as your challenge as a part of the church of Jesus 

Christ. To find your place of service and witness, not to preserve the institution, or 

maintain the status-quo..but to be looking for opportunities to be the church 
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outside our walls, letting our witness and actions make a difference who are not 

currently part of the church. 

The story is told that during the reign of Oliver Cromwell, the British government 

began to run low on silver for coins. Lord Cromwell sent his officers out to 

investigate the local cathedrals to see if they could find any precious metal there.  

After investigating they reported: “The only silver we could find is in the statues 

of the saints standing in the corners”.  To which the radical statesman of England 

is said to have replied:  “Good! We’ll melt down the saints and put them into 

circulation.” 

That’s the key for the church of Jesus Christ.  Each one of us put into circulation.  

People seeing Jesus Christ in us.  Getting our message into the world.  That we 

could say:  “The church has left the building.”  That’s why we’re here, that‘s why 

we’re a church.  Let’s be about the task of sending people out of the church.  

People who take the message of God’s love and salvation outside the walls.  

Outside to our neighbors, our families, our communites.  We are the “sent-out” 

ones who serve in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 


