
 

The Outward-Focused Church 

Made for Mission 

Matthew 22: 34-40, Matthew 28:18-20 

In 2002, Pastor Rick Warren’s book The Purpose Driven Life, became one of the 

most popular Christian books on living the Christian life.  The Purpose Driven Life 

sold 30 million copies, and is the second most-translated book in the world, 

after the Bible.   The book’s basic premise was simply this:  The God who has 

created you has a purpose and a plan for your life and our real fulfillment comes 

in discovering and living out that purpose and plan.  One of the purposes spelled 

out in his book has particular relevance to our sermon series on “The 

Outward-Focused Church”.  One of the chapters is entitled:  You were made for 

a mission. That as believers in Jesus Christ we discover that central to living out 

God’s purpose for our lives is being a mission-minded person.  As we said last 

week, it is not about ourselves, and not about keeping Jesus to ourselves.  We 

are called to hear the cries of those around us, and as a church our focus must 

continually be outward. 

It is how God has designed us …made for mission.  And it only makes sense 

when you think about the nature of God and we who are God’s creation made in 

God’s image.  For God is a God with a missionary heart.  A few weeks ago we 

talked about what is often referred to as the key verse of the Old Testament: 

Micah 6:8 – to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with our God.  And 

almost all of us are familiar with the key verse of the New Testament:  John 

3:16.  “For God so loved the world, that He gave his only Son…that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.”  This we say is the 

essense of the Gospel and it describes God’s nature:  A God who gives, a God 

who loves, a God who reaches out and seeks us.  A God with a missionary heart. 

And so once we discover who we are in Christ, a person made in the image of 

God, we can also discover our real purpose…a person made for mission. 

The Scripture readings this morning point to the two very fundamental truths of 

God’s calling for our lives.  One is known as the Great Commandment, and the 

other is known as the Great Commission.  As a disciple of Jesus, grasping the 
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significance of these two key concepts spoken by Jesus will lead us to following 

God’s purpose for our lives.  So let’s review these 2 important passages. 

First, the Great Commandment.  Remember the context of Jesus’ words.  A 

teacher of the law, a  Pharisee come to test Jesus, wanting to know what is the 

greatest commandment.  Which of the 10 will he chose?  Rules and laws and 

commandments were very important to the religious leaders of Jesus’ day.  How 

would Jesus single one of the them out…And what he does is capture the 

essence of our obedience to God’s law by summarizing the commandments, 

taking a verse from Deuteronomy and from Leviticus and responds with this 

powerful answer:  “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is greatest and first 

commandment, and a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

On these 2 commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

The Great Commandment revolves around a life wholeheartedly devoted in love 

with God and demonstrating that love in the way we love and care for others. 

Some have described it as having both the vertical and horizontal dimensions of 

our faith where they need to be.  Our relationship with God and our relationship 

with humanity.  Vertical and horizontal…like a cross. 

The Second fundamental concept of living as a follower of Jesus Christ comes in 

responding to the Great Commission.  These words are found in our second 

reading today from Matthew 28.  “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” 

That as I live out the great commandment, I will sense a calling to bring the good 

news of God’s love and salvation to others.  And not just tell them, show 

them…make disciples.  We describe it in our mission statement in our Book of 

Discipline:  “The mission of the church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.”  We realize we have an important task given to 
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us…we are ambassadors for Jesus Christ.  Witnesses to his name, persons with a 

missionary heart. 

The story is told that a number of years ago in a big city a large new post office 

was constructed at the cost of several million dollars.  On the day of its opening 

the Governor made a speech, the bands played, and the people cheered.  But 

when the first person entered to mail a letter, to the embarrassment of the 

engineers it was discovered that in the rush to meet the deadline they had 

omitted the usual letter drop.  Here was a million dollar post office, but no place 

to mail a letter.  It was a slight omission, but it negated the very reason for the 

existence of the building.  When any church loses the spirit of the Great 

Commission, it surrenders the very reason for its existence.  This is  our calling, 

this is our mandate. 

Perhaps one of the greatest misunderstandings or tragedies of the follower of 

Christ is a misguided notion that this task of the great commission is only for 

missionaries, or for pastors, or for evangelists. 

We  have to come to the realization that this commission applies to all of us.  If 

we are a disciple of Jesus Christ, then Jesus us calling us to make disciples…to go 

into the world and bring the message of God’s good news and grace. 

Picture this as a wonderful adventure. God leading you into places of service and 

ministry you may never have imagined.  A few years ago a group of scientists 

discovered a “lost world” on a mist shrouded mountain in one of Indonesia’s 

most remote provinces.  It is believed to be a place never visited by humans. 

What was discovered proved to quite fascinating to this group of American, 

Indonesian, and Austrailian scientists.  They saw large mammals that have been 

hunted to near extinction elsewhere they encountered new species of birds, 20 

frog species, 4 new butterfly species and at least 5 new types of palms.  It was a 

whole new world. It boggled the minds of those who were there knowing they 

were charting all new territory. 
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This is the adventure God has given to us…perhaps to venture into places of 

outreach and mission we have never explored before.  To be willing to take the 

risk to discover new opportunities for witness and service.  To sense that this 

commission is not just for the “professional” witness, but a calling for all us to 

follow. 

And so our challenge this day is to affirm this wonderful truth:  We are made for 

mission and to discover how that mission is to be accomplished in our lives.  For 

some it may be serving as a missionary, a teacher of the Bible, a pastor.  For 

many it is claiming the truth that God will be with you and give you the strength, 

the courage and the resources to be about the task of discipling.  It may happen 

by your mentoring.  It may happen by your outreach and caring.  It certainly will 

happen as you commit yourself to reaching out beyond the walls of the church 

and demonstrating to others what your faith means to you. 

So many ways God may be leading you to live this out: finding a need in your 

community and reaching out to make a difference, visiting someone who is 

house-bound who needs a caring presence, helping someone through a time of 

suffering and trial, sharing the message of God’s grace and salvation, finding 

opportunities to let your light shine for someone who feels like there world is 

dark. 

In is chapter on Made for a Mission, Pastor Warren shares the experience and 

testimony of his father.  His father had served as a minister for over 50 years, 

mostly in small, rural churches.  He was a pastor with a missionary heart and his 

favorite activity was taking teams of volunteers overseas to build churches for 

small congregations.  Over his lifetime, he was involved with building over 150 

churches.  Rick’s father died in 1999 of cancer. And he shares the experience of 

being with his father during the final week of his life.  He said his dad was in a 

semi-conscious state and he would have these dreams and talk out loud about 

what he was dreaming. And in his dreams he relived one building project after 

another.  
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And these are the words of the chapter: “One night near the end, while my wife, 

my niece, and I were by his side, Dad suddenly became very active and tried to 

get out of bed.  Of course, he was too weak, and my wife insisted he lay back 

down.  But he persisted in trying to get out of bed, so my wife finally asked, 

“Jimmy, what are you trying to do?”  He replied: “Got to save one more for 

Jesus! Got to save one more for Jesus!  Rick said he repeated that phrase over 

and over again and probably over a hundred times and then he said as I bowed 

my head to thank God for my dad’s faith, my Dad reached out and placed his 

frail hand on my head as if he were commissioning me: “Save one more for 

Jesus, Save one more for Jesus!” 

You were made for mission…it’s how God designed you.  It is what brings true 

satisfaction and fulfillment. 

I invite you to come to the table today.  Offering yourself for God’s purposes.  To 

give of yourself for those things that will make a difference in this world. And 

make a difference for all eternity.   What a wonderful thing to be on this journey 

of faith and living out the mission God has given to us all! 
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