
 

When In Our Music God is Glorified 

Colossians 3:12-17 

What would we do without music in the church?  Music lifts our spirit, brings 

comfort to our souls, and as we sing the words we are often inspired or moved 

to deeper service.  As this quote beautifully states: “Music speaks what cannot 

be expressed, soothes the mind and gives it rest, heals the heart and makes it 

whole, flows from Heaven to the soul.” And what would we do without those 

who give leadership to our music ministry…our musicians, our choirs, praise 

team, worship leaders, and of course our own director of music, Mr. Glenn 

Rodgers.  We are so grateful for his leadership and many years of faithful service 

and ministry.  Personally I am grateful to have the privilege of working with 

Glenn and sharing in ministry together.  And I know that’s not always the case 

between pastors and music directors.  I heard about this feud between the 

pastor and the music director of the Long-Suffering United Methodist Church. 

 

It seems the first hint of Trouble came when the Pastor preached this stirring 

sermon on "dedicating yourselves to service" and the Music Director decided to 

chose to sing: "I Shall Not Be Moved." 

Trying to believe it was a coincidence; the Pastor put the incident behind him. 

The next Sunday he preached on "giving and the importance of tithing". 

Afterwards, The choir squirmed as the director led them in the hymn: "Jesus 

Paid It All."  

By this time, the Pastor was losing his temper. Sunday morning attendance 

swelled as the tension between the two built. A large crowd showed up the next 

week to hear his sermon on "the sin of gossiping". Would you believe the Music 

Director selected: "I Love To Tell the Story." 

 

There was no turning back. The following Sunday the Pastor told the 

congregation that unless something changed he was considering resignation. 

The entire church gasped when the Director led them in the song: "Why Not 

Tonight." 

Truthfully, no one was surprised when the Pastor resigned a week later; 

explaining that Jesus had led him there and Jesus was leading him away. The 
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Music Director could not resist and chose:  "What a Friend We Have in Jesus." 

 

Well, thankfully I believe Glenn and I see ourselves as partners in ministry and I 

deeply appreciate his leadership and the leadership of all who bring the gift of 

music. 

Music is such an important expression of who we really are as the people of 

God. God has put a new song in our hearts.   God has given us a song to sing.  By 

the inspiration of the Holy Spirit our hearts have been tuned to make beautiful 

music.  Whether we can carry a tune or not, God has placed within our hearts 

the ability to make a joyful noise. 

Listen to the lyrics of one of the hymns chosen for today: “When in our music 

God is glorified, and adoration leaves no room for pride, it is as though the 

whole creation cried.  Alleluia.  Let every instrument be tuned for praise!  Let all 

rejoice who have a voice to raise!  And may God give us faith to sing always 

Alleluia!”  

For people of faith, it is the gift of music that helps us give expression to how we 

live in this journey of life.  There are those times when we feel a special sense of 

God’s overwhelming love, we feel full of God’s blessings, and we cannot help 

but lift our voices in praise.  And there are those times when are spirits are 

heavy, life’s troubles and problems seem to get the best of us, and it is the 

words or music of a song that lift us up. 

Maybe there have been those times when you have felt like the Psalmist David 

as he expresses his feelings to God in Psalm 40: “I waited patiently for the Lord; 

he inclined to me and heard my cry.  He drew me up from the desolate pit, out 

of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure…” And 

here is the glorious declaration:  “he put a new song in my mouth, a song of 

praise to our God.” 

Many hymn writers have expressed their faith through the words of their 

hymns.  Of course, for us Methodists, we have the resources of pointing to 

hundreds of hymns written by Charles Wesley. And he communicates this desire 
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to lift our voices to God so powerfully in our first hymn in the hymnal:  “O for a 

thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise, the glories of my God and 

King, the triumphs of his grace!”  It is through music and our singing that you 

and I can earnestly give our worship to the Lord.  What a joy it must be to our 

Creator’s ears when we sing from our hearts and passionately lift our voices in a 

service of worship. 

Methodists have long been known as a singing people….and I love John 

Wesley’s direction for singing found in the Select Hymns of 1761.  You find them 

at the front of our hymnal, Roman numeral vii. 

Let me select a few:  “Sing all.  See that you join with the congregation as 

frequently as you can.  Let not a slight degree of weakness or weariness hinder 

you.  If it is a cross to you, take it up, and you will find it a blessing. 

Sing lustily and with good courage.  Beware of singing as if you were half dead, 

or half asleep. But lift up your voice with strength.  Be no more afraid of your 

voice now, nor more ashamed of its being heard, than when you sung the songs 

of Satan. 

Sing modestly.  Do not bawl, so as to be heard above or distinct from the rest of 

the congregation, that you may not destroy the harmony; but strive to unite 

your voices together, so as to make one clear, melodious sound.” 

And the most important one… “Above all sing spiritually.  Have an eye to God in 

every word you sing.  Aim at pleasing Him more than yourself, or any other 

creature.  See that your heart is not carried away by the sound, but offered to 

God continually, so shall your singing be such as the Lord will approve here, and 

reward you when he cometh in the clouds of heaven.” 

It does make a difference…the way we sing, the attitude of our hearts, as we 

gather each week to lift our voices in praise to God.  We want God to be 

honored and glorified in our music.  God is looking for the sincere expression of 

our faith and that includes how we bring to God our music as well. 
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The apostle Paul saw this intimate connection between what was going on in 

our hearts and how it was expressed outwardly.  Listen again to this word of 

instruction in the book of Colossians: “let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 

teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your 

hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.  And whatever you do, in 

word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 

the Father through him.” 

We are blessed in this church with all kinds of musical expression…we hear 

classical pieces, we hear great anthems, wonderful hymns, and contemporary 

expressions of worship and praise.  Many different musical genres and styles. 

And some of you may have a preference of a particular style of music, but more 

important than the  style or type of music, is the spirit in which we offer it.  We 

want God to be praised and honored whether we are singing a new song by 

Chris Tomlin or an old hymn by Charles Welsey.  Whether it’s music that classical 

or country, or jazz, the key is that attitude of our hearts that Paul talks about: 

gratitude in our hearts as we sing psalms, hymns and spiritual  songs to God. 

We have the opportunity to give a powerful witness and testimony through our 

music.  When we truly worship God, when we fix our hearts and attention on 

the Lord, we become a powerful witness to the world.  

You baseball fans will know the name of Orel Hershiser, once a great pitcher for 

the Los Angeles Dodgers.  Actually attended Cherry Hill High School East.  He 

tells his story in the book, All I Ever Wanted: 

“Being successful in baseball was what I had set out to do. My parents, 
grandparents, and coaches had provided the instruction and encouragement I 
needed. I knew that a goal was a dream with a plan. But deep inside I knew that 
everything I had become was a generous gift from God's hand. Nine years 
before, I had slipped to my knees next to my bed at the Buckaroo Hotel in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, and committed my life to Him in simple faith. My success 
was only by His grace; so my objective was to praise and honor Him in every way 
I could.  
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I hadn't planned to drop to my knee in prayer after the Dodgers defeated the 
Mets for the National League Pennant or look to the heavens as we beat the 
Oakland A's for the World Series. These actions were not premeditated. They 
were only spontaneous flashes of thanksgiving for God's blessing and mercy. 
Although millions of people around the world saw me at those moments, I was 
not flaunting my victories. I was privately releasing these experiences to my 
heavenly Father. The trophies would all be His.  

The morning after winning the World Series, I got a call from the producer of 
"The Tonight Show" inviting me to be on the show . . . that night! After being 
introduced to a very enthusiastic Los Angeles studio audience, I sat in the chair 
across the desk from Johnny Carson.  

"I read something in the paper that when you get a little distressed and you 
want a little control . . . you sing to yourself," Johnny said. "You sing some 
hymns?"  

Instead of explaining, I began singing the hymn that I had sung to myself 
between innings during the playoffs. Except now I was singing it for millions of 
late-night viewers.  

Twelve years later, after a three-year stint with the Indians and one year 
assignments with the Giants, and the Mets, I was back in Dodger blue. As a 
41-year-old, I had done everything I could to extend my career, including 
volunteering to go back down to the minors for some extra work. But it wasn't 
to be.  

I had given up eight earned runs in less than two innings, and my manager, 
Davey Johnson, was on his way to the mound to pull me out. Deep inside I knew 
that this could be the end of my career. And by the standing ovation I received 
from the Dodger faithful as I walked to the dugout, I suspected that the fans also 
knew it was probably over.  

Each of my teammates greeted me as I stepped into the dugout. Sitting on the 
bench, I laid my head back against the familiar cement wall and sang one final 
time as a major leaguer, just as I had done in 1988 in the dugout and on the 
Tonight Show.  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him, all creatures here below, 
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Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

I was filled with the most profound sense of peace and gratitude anyone could 
ever imagine.” 

 

We have a song to sing…even in those times when it is not easy to sing and it is 

those songs that can lift the spirits of others.  People notice the attitude of our 

hearts, the spirit in which we live our lives…it begins in our songs of worship 

here, but it continues as we carry the spirit of those songs in our hearts and 

become a source of help and strength to the people around us.  

Robert Robinson (1735-1790) was eight years old at the time of his father's 

death. He was a very bright, headstrong boy who became increasingly more 

difficult for his mother to handle. When Robert turned 14, she sent him to 

London for an apprenticeship with a barber. Robert proceeded to get into even 

more trouble, his whole world became consumed with drinking and gambling. 

At 17, Robert and some of his drinking buddies decided to attend an evangelistic 

meeting, with a plan to make fun of the proceedings. When George Whitfield 

began to preach, Robert felt as if the sermon was just for him. He did not 

respond to the altar call that night, but the words of the evangelist would haunt 

him for the next three years.  On Dec. 10, 1755, at age 20, Robert finally yielded 

his life to Christ, and very soon thereafter answered a call to the ministry. Three 

years later, as he was preparing to preach a sermon at the Calvinist Methodist 

Chapel in Norfolk, England, Robert wrote Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing to 

complement his sermon.  Hearing his story you can feel the relevance of the 

words in his hymn: 

“Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God, he to rescue 

me from danger, interposed his precious blood.  Come, thou fount of every 

blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace, streams of mercy, never ceasing, call 

for songs of loudest praise.” Songs of loudest praise! 
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God has put a new song in our hearts.  Let us celebrate our faith with music in 

our hearts.  Let us go from this place, to sing that song God has given us, even in 

the midst of difficulty and challenges, let that song lift your spirits.  Sing the song 

of God’s love with all your heart, because the world is listening and your song 

can cause someone else to join the chorus. 
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