
 

A Heart Strangely Warmed 

Acts 2:1-13 

First some comments about Memorial Day…words of deep gratitude for those 

who have served and continue to serve our country to preserve our freedom. 

And to remember those who have made the ultimate sacrifice… 

Do you remember over the Christmas season I speculated what it would be like 

if there were a Bethlehem times at the time of Jesus’ birth?  Well, I was 

wondering the same thing about the headlines that you might find in the 

newspaper during Jesus’ ministry.  How about these: 

4 Men Destroy Roof at Religious Gathering 

Tax Collector Goes Out on a Limb to See Rabbi 

Holy Man Seen with Prostitute at Pharisee’s Home 

And how about the night in the Garden of Gethsemene? 

Servant Loses Ear in Garden Skirmish 

That headline would be reporting the facts, but it would miss the much bigger 

story of what that last week of Jesus was all about.  I mention this possibility 

because the same thing could be said about the news reporting of 1738 in 

England.   The only thing recorded of great significance had to do with the ear of 

a certain sea captain by the name of Thomas Jenkins.  Evidently on a trip home 

from the Caribbean, his ship encountered an attack by a Spanish vessel and in 

the ensuing fight, the British lost their possessions, and one Thomas Jenkins had 

his ear cut off.  It was this incident that was blown up in the press which 

eventually led to a conflict with Spain popularly known as the war of Jenkin’s 

ear. 

Well, that’s what made the news of the British chronicles of 1738, but that story 

missed the much bigger story of what happened on a street known as 

Aldersgate on May 24, 1738. 

Skevington Wood in his book, The Burning Heart, put it this way: “The impartial 

observer, viewing the calendar in the light of later trends, is compelled to 
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conclude that the affair of the Captain and his alleged mutilation does not bear 

comparison in ultimate importance with the conversion of John Wesley, which 

occurred in the same year.  It is being increasingly recognized, by secular writers 

as well as by students of church history, that the rebirth of John Wesley was not 

only the outstanding occurrence of 1738, but one of the determinative features 

of the entire era.” 

For those of you who are long-time Methodists, or perhaps recent attenders of a 

new membership class, you will probably recognize the significance of this 

particular date. May 24. We call it Aldersgate day, for we recall this man by the 

name of John Wesley, was attending his small group for prayer and Bible study 

with his brother, Charles on Aldersgate Street in London.  John was a priest in 

the Anglican church.  He had recently returned from a mission trip to America 

which had miserably failed.  John was experiencing a lot of doubt and 

uncertainty about his faith in God. He wondered whether he really was a 

Christian.  He questioned his beliefs.  Have you ever been there?  Have you ever 

gone through periods of doubt and questioning in your relationship with God? 

Sometimes the difficult circumstances and challenges of life can pull us down. 

We wonder where God is.  We start to question our faith experience. 

Well, with all these confusing feelings and thoughts, John went to his prayer 

group on Aldersgate Street and there it hit him…while someone was reading 

Martin Luther’s preface to the book of Romans.  I mean you never know where 

or how God suddenly gets through to you. This is how he describes the 

experience in his journal: “In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in 

Aldersgate St. where one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle of Romans. 

About a quarter to nine, while he was describing the change which God works in 

the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed.  I felt I did 

trust in Christ, Christ alone, for my salvation, and an assurance was given me 

that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin 

and death.” 

That testimony is known as John Wesley’s heart-warming experience.  An 

experience that forever changed him and became a turning point in his ministry. 
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It was a spiritual re-awakening that gave him new direction and purpose and 

eventually led to a great movement that became the Methodist Church. 

Of course at a Methodist related seminary like Asbury Theological Seminary 

where I attended, we heard about this heart-warming experience many, many 

times.  Actually during one winter morning in a chapel service, the speaker made 

a comment on the snowman that had been built on the seminary lawn.  This was 

no ordinary snowman, the snowman was designed a very appropriate figure for 

this campus.  The snowman was made in the figure of John Wesley.  Well, some 

of the students had taken a lot of pride in their sculpture, but the speaker that 

morning regretted to inform them on that particularly warm day, the heart of 

the John Wesley snowman had been strangely warmed and John Wesley’s form 

had significantly changed. 

What a difference it can make when we allow God to make changes in our own 

hearts.  That when we grasp the meaning of the amazing grace of God, when we 

realize the depth of God’s love, we become a person whose heart has been 

warmed and changed.  We are no longer the same. We take on a new outlook 

and perspective.  

Today we celebrate not only Aldersgate day, but also Pentecost, the Birthday of 

the Church. Those early disciples gathered in the Upper Room, praying, waiting, 

hoping.  When suddenly it happens. The sound of a mighty, rushing wind, 

tongues of fire resting on each of them.  The Holy Spirit descends on those 

believers and this band of weak, ineffective, fearful followers of Jesus are 

transformed into a mighty courageous group of witnesses. God had gotten a 

hold of their hearts, and empowered by the Spirit they can now proclaim the 

message of God’s love and salvation. 

It makes a difference when God gets a hold of your heart.  For John Wesley his 

whole life was significantly changed.  One Wesleyan scholar described it like this: 

Wesley was transformed from a restless, intolerant, and poor-tempered 

clergyman…into a radiant, confident,and supremely happy evangelist.  He was a 

changed man.  So much so that the formal church of England had trouble 

accepting his new-found passion for the Gospel.  And when the pulpits of the 
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churches no longer allowed him to preach, he was found preaching in the 

marketplaces and in the fields reaching people who no longer found meaning in 

the church. 

What a difference when our hearts are strangely warmed. When we earnestly 

pray as we sang this morning.  Change My Heart, O God.  On this Pentecost 

Sunday, that’s what we pray for…change my heart, O  God…Spirit of the living 

God, fall afresh on me.  I want my faith life to be more than a religion.  I want to 

know that life-giving power of the Holy Spirit.  His Spirit within me that will stir 

my heart to see the hurts and needs of people around me.  His Spirit within me 

that will move me to make an impact in this world for Christ. 

It’s easy to allow our Christian experience relapse into just a system of beliefs, or 

a code of behavior. Our faith can become just a ritual, a reciting of religious 

words and trying to be a good person. 

But the call of God is not to a code of religious behavior, but to a heart and life 

moved to compassion, a heart and life burning to carry out Christ’s mission. 

Hear these words from the book of Romans from the Message:  Take your 

everyday, ordinary life, your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking around 

life, and place it before God as an offering.  Don’t burn out, keep yourselves 

fueled and aflame.   The NIV translation: Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your 

spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 

Change my heart, O God.  In this journey of faith, we have to be constantly 

reminded of what is most important.  We can get easily sidetracked, and not 

focus on the heart of the matter. 

It reminds me of the story of the old church leader who used to pray at every 

Wednesday night prayer meeting and he would pray out loud ending his prayer 

by saying, and Lord, clean all the cobwebs out of my life.  I think we know what 

he meant…clean out all the things that had accumulated in his heart from the 

previous week.  And every Wednesday, the church people would gather for 

prayer meeting and this old man would pray the same prayer: Lord, clean all of 

the cobwebs out of my life.  Well, there was this one man in the church who was 
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getting tired of hearing this same prayer week after week.  And so one 

Wednesday as the people gathered around the altar rail to pray and the old man 

started to end his pray, Lord,  clean all the cobwebs..the other fellow jumped to 

his feet and shouted: “Don’t do it, Lord. Kill the spider instead.” 

The old man said that was just what he needed to hear, to really get at the heart 

of the matter. To surrender his life completely, and his heart was changed, and 

his life transformed. 

Christ calls us to be in mission, to reach out to a hurting world, but the mission 

cannot be done unless we are stirred to do it.  To carry out the mission God has 

given to each one of us, that we would allow the Holy Spirit of God to set our 

hearts on fire, burn within us, transform us, so that we can become 

transforming agents in this world. 

I love the words of the Charles Wesley hymn And Can It Be that describe what 

John Wesley must have felt after his heart-warming experience:  

Long my imprisoned spirit lay, fast bound in sin and nature’s night, thine eye 

diffused a quickening ray, I woke the dungeon flamed with light.  My chains fell 

off, my heart was free. I rose, went forth, and followed thee.  

God transformed one life in John Wesley’s heart-warming experience and God 

seeks to do a work in us as well.  Today we ask for that revival fire to fall on us. 

Today we seek that Pentecostal power to do the work God calls us to do. Let us 

earnestly seek after it…praying that God  by his Spirit will renew us, burn within 

us with a holy passion, transform us so that God can use us to make disciples for 

the transformation of the world! 
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