
 
 

The 3 R’s – for Confirmation and Church Membership 
 

I Corinthians 12:12-27 
 
Although it’s a phrase we don’t use a lot these days, most of us know 
what we’re referring to when we speak of the 3 R’s: Reading, Writing 
and Arithmetic.  I still remember that song “School Days” from my 
childhood:  Reading and Rriting and Rithmetic…all to the tune of a 
hickory stick.  Such an approach to education wouldn’t fly too well 
today! 
This phrase: The 3 R’s appeared in print as a space filler in the The 
Lady’s Magazine in 1818, although it is widely quoted as arising from a 
phrase coined in a toast given by Sir William Curtis, member of 
Parliament in about 1825. 
During the 17th century curriculum in the common schools of the New 
England colonies was summed up as the four R’s – Reading, Riting, 
Rithmetic, and Religion. 
 
Whether it’s the 3 R’s or the 4 R’s, the expression essentially points to 
those things which are fundamental to education…the basics to 
knowledge and understanding. 
 
And so today, I want to speak of the 3 R’s of church membership.  This 
morning we have the privilege of having 20 young people confirmed 
and brought into the membership of our congregation. They will be 
asked to come forward and offer their vows before God and this 
congregation.  It will be an opportunity for them to profess publicly 
their faith in Jesus Christ and express their commitment to the mission 
of the church.  I like to think of this time as not only a time for these 
new members of our church, but a time for each to consider our 
understanding of our commitments to Christ and his church. 
 
Our confirmation class has been meeting regularly all of this year to 
prepare for this day.  They have been using a resource called Credo 
which explores subjects like Creation, Sin, the Holy Spirit, the Way of 
Salvation, Worship, the Sacraments.  They have been challenged to 
reflect on the meaning of their own faith, their own faith, not the faith 
of their parents, or grandparents, or SS teachers, but declaring what a 
faith that is their own. How important it is for each of us to express our 
support and witness to these youth, so that they will have the 
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opportunity to learn from us and we have the opportunity to learn 
from them. 
 
Sometimes I wonder how we would do if we had a confirmation part 2, 
specifically for us adults…challenging us to reflect on the same issues 
and subjects that are youth have been asked to wrestle with.  Well, we 
all know, this is a faith journey, whether we are 12-14, 25, 55, or 95, 
we need to continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Perhaps it’s a natural human tendency, but there is always that danger 
of getting too comfortable in our relationship with the Lord and our 
commitment to the Church of Jesus Christ.  We sometimes make our 
promises and then fall back into a spirit of complacency. 
I’m reminded of the story of the two sailors who were adrift on a raft. 
They had been drifting for a number of days and had just about given 
up hope for rescue.  One them began to pray: O Lord, I’ve lead a 
worthless life.  I’ve been unkind to my wife, and I’ve neglected my 
children, but if you’ll save me, I promise I will..Suddenly the other 
sailor shouted:  Hold that promise, I think I see land! 
 
So that’s why today I want to talk about the 3 R’s for each of 
us…whether you are new to the church or whether we have been a 
long-time member just needing a refresher.  That as our young people 
our confirmed, each of us will recall our own commitment of faith. 
 
So what are the 3 R’s?  They are: Requirements, Responsibilities, and 
Results. 
 
Let’s start with requirements.  Are there any special requirements to 
become a member of Christ’s holy church?  Is there anything I need to 
do to become eligible, to be qualified?  When you really ponder those 
questions, you come to realize that the real answer is no.  I mean that is 
what distinguishes the Christian church from other groups, from other 
organizations.  We simply come to profess our faith in Jesus, that’s 
it….because we can’t earn our way into the kingdom of God.  I love this 
statement: God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the called.  It’s 
about what God does for us.  Our relationship with Jesus Christ is a free 
gift…we talk about grace, God’s amazing grace offered to you and me. 
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What a joy when we experience that new life in Christ.  What a joy for 
Joanna and me when Robert Kenneth was born a week ago.   There 
were some anxious moments.  It took awhile for this little one to enter 
the world, a week after the due date.  But when the baby was born, we 
could celebrate!   What a precious gift is a new birth….And what a 
precious gift we receive when we are born of the Spirit. 
 You see if I want to become part of a certain groups, there will be 
requirements. If it’s an academic society, it will be required to have the 
knowledge to be eligible.  If I want to become part of a social club, I 
may only be admitted because of someone I know or if I am able to pay 
the membership dues.  When I was in high school, if I had wanted to 
play football, I would have had to qualify to make the team.  At that 
time was about 110 pounds…with all my clothes on! Hey, remember 
this was the late 60’s.  That meant I had a wide belt, with a heavy 
buckle, these thick heavy heels on my shoes and much longer 
hair.,,,And I still was only 110 pounds! 
No way was I going to qualify for the football team.  But the good news 
of Jesus Christ is that in the Church, it is Jesus who qualifies us.  It 
doesn’t matter about my background, my abilities, my intelligence, it 
doesn’t matter who I know or don’t know.  Doesn’t matter how much 
money I make, or how much knowledge I have.  Jesus qualifies me.  My 
hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness. 
Sometimes we have failed as a church in communicating this spirit of 
openness. We have consciously or unconsciously excluded people. 
People from different backgrounds, people who may not be like us, or 
believe like us,  persons of different economic standings, or ethnic 
heritages, or lifestyles…we may have been less friendly, or welcoming, 
or open to someone different than us…but this is what should 
differentiate us in the church from other groups.  This is our statement 
in our church membership ritual:  All of every age and station, stand in 
need of the means of grace which it alone supplies.  This is the question 
we ask of parents everytime we have a baptism: Do you confess Jesus 
Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to 
serve him as your Lord, in union with the church which Christ has 
opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?  Thanks be to God for 
God’s grace that saves us and qualifies us! 
     So there are no special eligibility requirements, but that does not 
mean there are no responsibilities.  The 2nd R for our confirmands and 
for each of us in the church of Jesus Christ is Responsibility, that each 
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of us as members of the family of God would see our responsibilities 
and not take them lightly.  Perhaps it is best said for us in the words of 
commitment we make with our vows. We declare that we will be 
faithful to the church and express our loyalty by holding the church 
with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. 
Let’s briefly remind ourselves of these important responsibilities.  Let’s 
consider them as a checklist and evaluate how we are doing in each 
area. 
 
First our prayers.  We talked about how important this area is when 
we had our series on discipleship  Prayer is a such a vital ingredient in 
the life of any church.  Without it we have no spiritual life.  Like we 
shared a couple weeks ago…Spiritual life is directly connected 
aliveness.  If we are going to be a church alive for Jesus Christ, we need 
to pray for one another. Let me remind you of the challenge that we be 
a praying church.  That you pray daily for the pastors, and our staff, 
that you regularly pray for our ministry and mission.  Prayer is the 
source of spiritual vitality. 
Will you commit yourself to it? 
 
We express our faithfulness in our presence.  We are a church of how 
many members? We know that there are those who cannot attend, 
because of physical limitations, or health reason, or people who 
currently live at a distance  Be we also know that it’s possible to 
become lax in our attendance.  Yet we need everyone to participate. It’s 
like being the 12th man for a football team. Fans who are cheering on 
their team.  Because it makes a difference when we are cheering on our 
ministry together…when we have full participation of our members, 
we become a much more powerful force for the work of Christ in our 
communities.  Where that image of the 12th man breaks down is we 
need members of the church to be more than spectators, but on the 
field carrying out Christ’s mission. 
 
Third we support the church with our gifts.  There is this connection 
between our faith and the practice of giving.   It’s like the story of the 
minister who was on a plane, that got into an emergency situation, and 
everyone was in a state of panic, someone looked at the pastor and 
said you’re a minister…please, do something religious.  So what did he 
do?  He took up an offering.  Of course, our commitment is much more 
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than putting money in an offering plate.  The giving of our gifts is an 
expression of our devotion to Christ, an expression of our stewardship 
before God.  To say, God…you are in charge of my possessions.  It is 
realizing that God calls us to be a good steward of what we have been 
given.  
 
Which leads us to the vow of service.  Because I not only give those 
resources which are material, I am called to give of myself, my gifts, my 
talents, my time, my abilities. To give my all in the service of Christ.  I 
have to ask myself, in what ways am I serving the Lord? How am I 
ministering to the needs of my church family.  How am I reflecting 
Christ’s love in my community.  Where can I be in mission to reach 
persons who need the touch of God’s love. (repeat these questions) 
 
Which is also a part of our witness.  For we witness with our words 
and with our actions.  We tell the story of God’s good news and 
salvation by letting others know how Christ has changed your life and 
by making a difference by the witness of your faith. 
 
These are the vows that express our responsibilities and it is our 
commitment to these vows that will bring out the 3rd R.  Results.   As 
we are faithful members of Christ’s church, as we fully participate in 
what God has called us to do, then we can look for the fruit, growth in 
the kingdom of God.  And it’s not always about numbers, but more 
importantly its about spiritual growth.  As people are affected by our 
witness, touched by our acts of caring, our expressions of faith and 
live…we deepen the life of our faith community and prayerfully we see 
the fruit of our actions.  The results of devoted and active church 
members are a spreading of gospel, an expansion of the kingdom of 
God.  We can’t remain content to sit on the sidelines, we have many 
gifts to offer.  I am excited about the possibilities of these young people 
who have much to offer for the church of Jesus Christ.  As God is calling 
them to deeper service, God is also calling you and me.  I hope you will 
pray for each of these who will be confirmed and I invite you to reflect 
upon your own commitment that together we will truly be the church 
God has called us to be. 
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