
 

I Am the Resurrection and the Life – Easter Sunday 

John 11:17-27, Luke 24:1-8 

     Today is the high moment for the church of Jesus Christ.  For on this day we 

celebrate the glorious truth: we serve a risen Savior, the tomb could not hold 

him.  Jesus has won victory over sin and death! 

Can you imagine what it must have been like for those women who went to the 

tomb on that First Easter Morning.  How their hearts had been filled with sorrow 

and deep sadness experiencing the events of the past few days.  They knew of 

his suffering and anguish.  They like the disciples had come to know a close 

relationship with Jesus and their hearts had to be full of grief. And they go to the 

tomb while it was still dark, expecting to take care of Jesus’ body, only to 

discover that the tomb stone had been rolled away and his body is not there. 

And then the appearance of two men in gleaming clothes who ask the women: 

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?  And their great proclamation: 

“He is not here, for he has risen.  Remember how he told you, while he was still 

with you in Galilee.  The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful 

men, be crucified, and on the 3rd day be raised again.”  Yes, Jesus had said that, 

but had really understood it, had they fully believed it.  And now they are 

confronted with the reality right in front of them.  Jesus’ promise was fulfilled in 

his resurrection.  Their mood of fear and uncertainty is transformed into one of 

hope and joy. 

And so it is for us today.  A new day dawned on that first Easter morning and the 

victory Jesus won over the grave changes things forever.  We who gather here 

for this service of worship are people who can know Christ’s victory in a very real 

and personal way because of the message of Easter. 

This is how the apostle Paul describes it in I Corinthians 15: “If Christ has not 

been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.”   But he continues: 

“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 

have fallen asleep.”  Paul was not one of the twelve disciples but he had the 

privilege to be confronted by the living Christ on the Damascus road.  And so he 

concludes this resurrection chapter with these powerful words shared at our 
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sunrise service this morning: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.  Where, 

O death is your victory? Where, O death is your sting?  The sting of death is sin, 

and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God who gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

He give us the victory!  A message that changes everything.  A message that 

changes our lives from one of defeat to one of victory, from hopelessness to 

triumph.  

You might call it resurrection life…or resurrection power.  A power that Jesus 

demonstrated when he raised Lazarus from the dead.  It’s certainly was not a 

scenario that Mary and Martha had envisioned as they waited for Jesus to arrive 

on the scene.  They were looking for Jesus come and heal their brother while he 

was still sick.  But Jesus delayed his arrival to reveal a greater truth.  And so 

when he finally gets to Bethany and Martha sees him, she could only cry out: 

Lord, if only you had been here sooner, my brother would not have died. And 

then Jesus says to Martha, these words which are the last in our series of I Am 

sayings: “I am the resurrection and life…those who believe in me, even though 

they die, will live.  And everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” 

Martha said she believed, but I’m sure she could not have expected what was to 

happen next.  Jesus goes to the tomb of Lazarus and cries out in a loud voice: 

Lazarus, Come forth! The Scriptures say the dead man came out, his hands and 

feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth.  And the one 

who has the power to set us free says to Lazarus: “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

All of these “I Am” sayings of Jesus point to the character and nature of God. 

This is the God I hope we have come to more deeply understand as we have 

gone through our Lenten series.  Jesus is the bread of life who sustains us.  Jesus 

is the light of the world who guides us. Jesus is the good shepherd who cares for 

and protects us. Jesus is the true vine who gives us strength He is One who is the 

way, the truth, the life and one who ultimately has the power even over life’s 

greatest enemy, death itself.  Jesus is the resurrection and the life. And it not 

only changed the lives of those early followers of Jesus but his victory has 

implications for all time and implications for you and me. 
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I am the Resurrection and the life…this morning I invite you to make the Easter 

message personal. To make a difference for you personally, not just a great 

event 2000 years ago, but to feel its impact on your life.  To really get hold of 

how Christ’s victory makes a difference in your everyday living.  

In his book, The Approach to Preaching, British preacher, W. E Sangster talks 

about his own personal experience of faith.  He said:” I have tried to make my 

own preaching part of my life.  In the week preceding the Sunday…when I am 

preparing the sermons for delivery, I have tried to make them autobiographical 

– to live in them – to incarnate in my own life the truths I was led to proclaim, to 

know the thing in experience before I uttered it in words.”  To me that’s a 

testimony of seeking authenticity, of seeing the importance of experiencing in 

the heart what you say you believe. 

There is a story surrounding noted 20th-century conductor Bernard Reichel 
conducting a final rehearsal of George Frederic Handel’s beautiful and inspiring 
oratorio Messiah.  

When the soprano soloist came in with the refrain, “I know that my Redeemer 
liveth” (from Job:19:25), she sang with flawless technique, perfect breathing and 
clear enunciation. After completing her part, everyone looked at the conductor 
expecting to see his response of approval. 

But with a motion from his baton for silence, he walked over to the soloist and 
said, almost sorrowfully, “My daughter, you do not know that your Redeemer 
truly lives, do you?” Embarrassed, she answered, “I think I do.” “Then sing it!” 
cried Reichel. “Tell it to me so that I’ll know you have experienced the joy and 
power of it!”  

Then he motioned to the orchestra to begin, and she sang that profound truth 
with a fervor that testified of her personal belief and faith in her risen Lord. 
Those who listened wept, and the old master, eyes filled with tears, said to her, 
“You do know, for this time you have told me!” 

The power of the resurrection impacts the world when it impacts us personally. 

I was thinking about the experience of the disciples who had gathered in gloom 

over Jesus’ death and hearing the words of the women who had been at the 

tomb.  The Bible says they told all about what had happened to them.  And 

notice the disciples’ response.  They did not believe them because their words 
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seemed to them like nonsense.  I mean, it wasn’t until later, when they 

experienced first hand, the presence of the risen Lord that their lives were 

changed as well.  

The world around us will often view the claims of our faith or our Christian 

witness as nonsense or foolishness, as idle tales.  Not until the message of Easter 

hits home, becomes personal do we know the difference. 

That we can live in the truth and power of the resurrection.  Jesus says: I am the 

resurrection and the life.  The one who believes in me, even though he dies, will 

live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.  Pastor Hey Young and 

I were discussing this truth from out study book, The God We Can Know. Is there 

a difference between believing and trusting? What does it mean to say you 

believe?  To me belief is often about knowledge, things we believe with our 

heads, things we will acknowledge with words.   The Scriptures says, even the 

devil believes.  But trusting is deeper, more personal, it is believing with our 

hearts as well.  Maybe that’s why Jesus says whoever lives and believes in 

me…it is not only what you know, it’s the life you live, it has become part of 

you.  Jesus lives, and I discover that resurrection life personally.  Like the 

testimony of the gospel song…”He lives, he lives, salvation to impart, you ask 

me how I know he lives…He lives within my heart!” 

It makes a difference to you and me personally.  That we can live as people of 

hope…even when we are tempted to despair, we can live with a power to 

overcome, even when life seems overwhelming…we can live without the fear of 

death, because we know resurrection life. 

Margaret Sangster Phippen is the daughter W. E. Sangster, the preacher I spoke 

of earlier.  She wrote about his life saying that in the mid 1950’s her father 

began to notice some uneasiness in his throat and also a dragging in his leg. 

When he went to the doctor, he found out that he had an incurable disease that 

caused progressive muscular atrophy.  His muscles would gradually waste away, 

his voice would fail, and throat would become unable to swallow.  Rev. Sangster 

threw himself into his work in British home missions.  Figuring he could still 

write and that he would have even more time for prayer:  He pleaded to God: 
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“Let me stay in the struggle, Lord.  I don’t mind if I can no longer be a general, 

but give me just a regiment to lead.”  He did write many articles and books and 

helped to organize prayer cells throughout England. He would tell people who 

would pity him: “I’m only in the kindergarten of suffering.”  Gradually Sangster’s 

legs became useless and his voice went completely.  But he could still hold a pen 

with a lot of shaking.  On Easter morning, just a few weeks before he died, he 

wrote a letter to his daughter and in it he said:  “It is terrible to wake up on 

Easter morning and have no voice with which to shout: He is risen, but it would 

be still more terrible to have a voice and not want to shout.”  We who are here 

this morning can declare the glorious news.  He is risen!  For the Christ who won 

victory over sin and death has won that victory for each of us personally. 

Christ’s victory becomes our victory. We serve a risen Savior! Today we can 

make it our own affirmation of faith.  If you truly believe it, would you say it 

after me: 

 He is risen. If you have a voice would you shout it out loud: He is risen! Yes, He 

is risen indeed! 
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