
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PLEASANT VALLEY AND CAMDEN AVENUES 

MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 
A community of faith committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ  

with a hurting world through words and actions 

September 13, 2015 200
TH

 ANNIVERSARY WORSHIP SERVICE 10:00 A.M. Service 

 PRAISE BAND PRELUDE 

 LIGHTING OF THE ANNIVERSARY CANDLE Scott McGough 

Leader:  Today we light this candle in honor and memory of all who have served  

               the First United Methodist Church of Moorestown. 

People:  We are grateful for the witness and service of God’s faithful servants these past 200 years. 

Leader:   As we remember our history, let us dedicate ourselves anew to the service of Christ 

               so that all who come behind us will find us faithful. 

 ORGAN PRELUDE    Inscription of Resonance+ Dennis R. Johnson 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                    Karen Murray 

Leader:  Come, let us worship with a grateful heart. 

People:  God has richly blessed our church and we offer our thanksgiving and praise! 

Leader:  Come, let us sing and rejoice on this special day of celebration. 

People:  Great is God’s faithfulness through these past 200 years! 

Leader:  Come, to offer yourselves with renewed faith to be a vital witness as a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

People:  We seek the inspiration and leading of the Holy Spirit as we worship this day.   

               We come to rejoice and celebrate God’s goodness and mercy! 

 SONGS OF PRAISE:  Come, Now is the Time to Worship, Everlasting God, How Great is Our God     

                                                                   (words printed on the screen)  

*UNISON PRAYER                 Rev. Wayne Conrad 

Eternal and loving God, we give you thanks for your goodness through all the years of worship and witness 

in this place.  We are grateful for your faithfulness, for every blessing and experience of your grace.  You 

have given us joy in times of celebration and you have been our comfort in times of sorrow and trial.  Keep 

us ever true to your purposes for your church.  And as we express our gratitude for your leading in the past, 

keep our hearts and minds attentive and open to your Spirit’s guidance for our future ministry.  In the name 

of Christ, we pray.  Amen. 

  HYMN 140    Great is Thy Faithfulness 

  A LITANY OF THANKSGIVING ON OUR 200TH ANNIVERSARY                 Rev. Steve Donat 

L:  O Lord our God, for the vision of those who planned for this congregation, and for the commitment and    

     dedication of all who served together from its beginning. 

P:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 

L:  For all who have given faithful leadership: pastors, staff members, Sunday School teachers, Bible study    

     and support group leaders, committee chairs and all those committed to bringing your good news. 

P:  We give thanks to God for their dedication and willingness to serve. 

L:  For those who have been part of our fellowship for so many years and now are part of that great cloud of  

     witnesses in heaven. 

P:  We are grateful for their witness and cherish their memory. 

L:  For times of worship and praise, being inspired by music, singing your praises, sharing in the sacraments  

    and hearing your word preached. 

P:  May we continue to worship you in Spirit and in truth. 

L:  For the ministry and outreach of our church and for all the lives who have been touched by the love of      

     God through us. 

P:  We give you thanks, O Lord, for the privilege to serve you and your church. 

L:  For baptisms we’ve celebrated, professions of faith we have heard, and answers to prayer that we have      

     experienced. 

P:  We rejoice in seeing lives brought nearer to Christ. 

L:  For the enthusiasm and spirit of children and youth who show us the meaning of the Kingdom of God. 

P: We thank you for every child of God. 

L:  For those who have responded to your word and serve you in proclaiming the Gospel and sharing your      

     love in our communities and around the world. 

P:  We are grateful for their witness and ministry. 

L:  For this very special day as we celebrate 200 years of ministry in the name of Jesus Christ. 

P:  Thank you, O God, for your faithfulness.  Lead us by your Spirit to be your living witnesses in the   

     days and years ahead. 

  MINISTRY OF MUSIC      DoXology for a New Day+         Mark Miller 

  PASTORAL PRAYER                                     Rev. Dr. Harlan Baxter 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER 

  PRAYER RESPONSE – Come, Holy Spirit, I need Thee, Come, sweet Spirit, I pray:  

                                        Come, in Thy strength and Thy power, Come, in Thy own gentle way. 

  WE CELEBRATE OUR LIFE IN CHRIST                      Rev. Richard Nichols 

We welcome all who are worshiping with us this morning.  Please fill out the attendance card that 

you will find in the bulletin.  Write any special prayer requests on the back, and pass them face 

down to the center aisle.  

WORDS OF APPRECIATION 

RECOGNITION OF OUR 50 YEAR MEMBERS 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION IN HONOR OF OUR 200TH ANNIVERSARY  Rev. HeyYoung Horton 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES     

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Find Us Faithful     Jon Mohr/Tom Fettke 

 Words printed on insert 

*HYMN 87 What Gift Can We Bring  

SCRIPTURE READING    John 5:1-14     

SERMON                                                                    Bishop John Schol 

*CLOSING HYMN 98 To God Be the Glory 

*BENEDICTION              Rev. Varlyna Wright 

*POSTLUDE                                                *The People Stand 
+
Commissioned for the 200

th
 Anniversary of the First United Methodist Church,  

Moorestown, New Jersey 

200TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION – We welcome you on this very special day as we celebrate 200 

years of ministry in the name of Jesus Christ.  It is a joy to welcome our Bishop, John Schol to our pulpit this 

morning.  We look forward to his sharing God’s word with us.  We are grateful to have the participation of 

our District Superintendent, Rev. Varlyna Wright and our former senior pastors, Rev. Dr.  Harlan Baxter and 

Rev. Steve Donat and associate pastor, Rev. Wayne Conrad.  It is also a great joy to welcome Gladys Hulitt, 

wife of former senior pastor Rev. Daniel Hulitt. Former associate pastor, Rev. Glenn Conaway, and his wife, 

Holly are hoping to join us for the time of fellowship. 



Church History 
[Adapted from Our Church History in our 2015 200th Anniversary Directory] 

 

On August 21, 1815, Moorestown Methodist incorporated and built their first church on Main Street.  In 

1845, the membership numbered 50 persons.  In 1846, a great revival took place and the membership 

doubled.  A new church was erected in 1860 on Main Street.  During the 1950’s, growth of the church and 

Sunday School necessitated expansion.  In July 1953, the present 6 acre property was purchased for 

$16,000.  The Fellowship Hall was dedicated in 1957 and the sanctuary in 1967. 
 

A new spiritual awakening came with the first Lay Witness Mission in November 1974, an annual 

Messiah Community-Sing began in 1982, and the Faith Promise program for Missions started in 1989.  On 

Easter Sunday 1994, we inaugurated our 9:30 Contemporary Worship Service and in 1996 a Saturday 

evening service was begun.  With the ministry and congregation still growing a new addition to our facility 

was consecrated in 2003.  The new building included space for Sunday School, Music Ministries, and 

First Light Pre-School and is completely “special needs friendly”. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Moorestown continues to be a very active and exciting place of ministry.  

A look at the weekly bulletin or web-site lists numerous outreaches and opportunities for spiritual growth 

and service. 
 

Two hundred years after the First Meeting House was built, we give thanks to God for God’s faithfulness 

and blessings.  We continue to serve by reaching out to our community, preaching and teaching the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ with warmth and enthusiasm.  As we look to the future we will prayerfully seek to follow 

our Mission Statement as adopted in 2002: “A community of faith committed to sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with a hurting world through words and actions.” 
 

      ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Worship Schedule 

  Saturday: 5:30 P.M. Contemporary Worship in the Chapel 

  Sunday:   8:30 A.M. Traditional Worship in the Chapel 

                  9:30 A.M. Contemporary Worship in the Sanctuary 

                11:00 A.M. Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

 
The Staff of First United Methodist Church 

Richard Nichols, Senior Pastor   Joan Flamini, Administrative Assistant 

HeyYoung Horton, Associate Pastor  Karen Halligan, Membership Secretary 

Glenn Rodgers, Director of Music   Devika Gill, Pre-School Director 

Karen Murray, Director of Christian Ed.  Doug Hamilton, Maintenance Coordinator 

Kathy Clawges, Youth Director   (CCLI License No. 782839) 

Church Office Contacts 

 Phone: 856-235-0450 Fax: 856-235-2722 

E-mail: church@meetwithGod.com     Website: www.meetwithGod.com      

   Like “First United Methodist Church of Moorestown” on Facebook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.meetwithgod.com/
http://meetwithgod.com/typo3/alt_doc.php?returnUrl=%2Ftypo3conf%2Fext%2Ftemplavoila%2Fmod1%2Findex.php%3Fid%3D565&edit%5btt_content%5d%5b2238%5d=edit
http://meetwithgod.com/typo3/alt_doc.php?returnUrl=%2Ftypo3conf%2Fext%2Ftemplavoila%2Fmod1%2Findex.php%3Fid%3D565&edit%5btt_content%5d%5b2238%5d=edit

