
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
A community of faith committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a hurting world through words and actions 

December 21, 2014 FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 9:30 A.M. Service 
 We welcome you to this service of praise and adoration.   Let God speak to you through the songs and the message, 

and enjoy the fellowship of those who are seeking the Lord and the spiritual help that we need for daily living.  

WELCOME  Karen Murray, Worship Leader 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader:  In this season of expectation 

People:  we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah. 

Leader:  Into the bustle of our lives and the hard to find moments of solitude 

People:  we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah. 

Leader:  Into our homes and situations along with friends and families 

People:  we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah. 

Leader:  Into our hearts, and those often hidden parts of our lives 

People:  we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah. 

Leader:  In this season of anticipation 

People:  we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah.    John Birch 

LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE – LOVE     Members of the Jr./Sr. High Youth Group 

ALL EARTH IS WAITING Verse 4 (by Alberto Taule) (United Methodist Publishing House) 

In lowly stable the Promised One appeared, yet, feel his presence throughout the earth today,  

for he lives in all Christians and is with us now; again, with his coming he brings us liberty. 

WORSHIP IN SONG: O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL (by John F. Wade) 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.  

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, lo, he shuns not the Virgin's womb;  

Son of the Father, begotten, not created;  Refrain. 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  

Glory to God, all glory in the highest;  Refrain. 
 

See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;  

we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; Refrain 
 

Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger, we would embrace thee with love and awe.  

Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly? Refrain 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to thee be all glory given.   

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  Refrain  (Public Domain) 
 

THE FIRST NOEL (Traditional English Carol) 

The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep.   

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far; and to the earth it gave great light,  

and so it continued both day and night. Noel, Noel,….. 

And by the light of that same star three Wise Men came from country far; to seek for a king was their intent, 

and to follow the star where ever it went.  Noel, Noel,…... 

This star drew nigh to the northwest, o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; and there it did both stop and stay,  

right over the place where Jesus lay.   Noel, Noel, ….. 

Then entered in those Wise Men three, full reverently upon the knee, and offered there, in his presence,  

their gold and myrrh and frankincense.  Noel, Noel,….. (Frederick Harris Music Co. Ltd) 

 

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING (by Mendelssohn) 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King; peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners 

reconciled!" Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; with th'angelic host proclaim, "Christ is 

born in Bethlehem!" Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; late in time behold him come, offspring of a 

virgin's womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th'incarnate Deity, pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, 

our Emmanuel. Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  Light and life to all he brings, risen with 

healing in his wings. Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, born to raise us from the earth, 

born to give us second birth. Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"  (Public Domain) 
 

OPENING PRAYER: God of grace, thank you for this season of waiting.  Thank you for the beauty of the 

sleeping earth waiting for spring’s new life.  Thank you for the joy of children waiting for the excitement of gift 

giving.  Thank you for the gift of familiar carols, whose joyful music touches waiting hearts.  Thank you for the gift 

of Jesus Christ; we have been waiting for a Saviour.  We pray for all who are waiting this morning; people who are 

waiting for an end to violence because they have known too much war; people who are waiting for healing because 

they live with sickness and pain; people who are waiting for good news because they are weighed down with 

sorrow.  We pray for all of the earth that is waiting.  In eager expectation we wait for the revelation of the Son of 

God. Come, Lord Jesus, we wait for you.                                                                                                   Carol 

Penner 
 

WHAT CHILD IS THIS  (William Dix) 

What Child is this who laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping. 
 

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?   

Good Christians, fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.  (Chorus) 
 

Chorus:  This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing.  

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, Come, peasant, King to own Him.   

The King of kings salvation brings, Let loving hearts enthrone Him. (chorus)   (Public Domain) 
 

OFFERING  (by Paul Baloche) 

Over the skies of Bethlehem appeared a star while angels sang to lowly shepherds.   

Three wise men seeking truth traveled from afar hoping to find the Child from Heaven.   

Falling on their knees they bowed before the humble Prince of Peace. 

Chorus:  I bring an offering of worship to my King.  No one on earth deserves the praises that I sing.  Jesus 

may You receive the honor that You’re due, O Lord, I bring an offering to You, I bring an offering to You. 
 

The sun cannot compare to the glory of Your love; There is no shadow in Your presence.   

No mortal man would dare to stand before Your throne, before the Holy One of Heaven.   

It’s only by Your blood and it’s only through Your mercy, Lord, I come.  (chorus) 

Tag:  O Lord, I bring an offering to You, O Lord, I bring an offering to You.   

O Lord, I bring an offering to You, I bring an offering to You.  (2003 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music)  
 

BRINGING OUR NEEDS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE 204 EMMANUEL, EMMANUEL  (by Bob McGee) 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. 

God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel.   (1976 C.A. Music)   

 

WORSHIP IN GIVING:   Offering   



 

SHARING THE WORD Scripture: Micah 5:2-5a, Matthew 1:18-25 

 Sermon:  Read All About It – In the Bethlehem Times        Pastor Richard Nichols 
 

CLOSING HYMN 238 ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains, and the mountains in reply  

echoing their joyous strains. Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? What the gladsome tidings be  

which inspire your heavenly song? Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; come, adore on bended knee,  

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise; Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,  

while our hearts in love we raise. Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! (1964 Abingdon Press) 

 GOING FORTH:  The Benediction 

Brass Quartet:  Fred Reimers, Bill Hosbach, trumpets; Andrei Shidlowski, Jeffrey Lowden, trombones 
 

A NOTE TO PARENTS: Child care is available in Room E101 for children up to age four.  We love children and 

little ones are welcome in our worship service.  On those days when your child is fussy, the parlor located behind 

the sanctuary provides an excellent place to care for your children and still participate in the worship service.  

There is a powder room right outside the parlor that can be used for changing diapers. 
 

USHERS: John Clawges, Kathy Clawges, Bob Koury, Marcia Koury, Carlos Mocelo 

ACOLYTE: Emily Hagmaier   ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK:   Worship: 687     Sunday School:  125 
 

PLEASE LET US KNOW…If you or someone you know is ill or in the hospital, let the church office know 

so that we can help in their healing process through our prayers, visits, food preparation, etc.  Thank you! 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS: Charles Simon (brother of Bob Simon), Ann Kenny (friend of Beth Fisher), Ann 

Shirley VanDuser, Harris Fister, James Vine (father of Keith Vine), Sueanne Krout (daughter of Sarah 

Buchanan), Jesse Atkins (Dana Young’s uncle), Pat Mengel, Paul Haynes, Nancy Bogden (friend of Bruce 

Van Dyke), Erin Wasnewski (friend of Gail Van Dyke), Sumiko Young (Moorestown Girl Scout Leader), 

The Davies Family, Tracy Cramer (friend of Keith Vine’s niece), Dan Hill (cousin of Denise Gatton), 

Carolyn Emme, Kim Moore (sister of Jackie Murray), Matt Durand (friend of Greg Bryan), Colin Saari 

(friend of Dick Loring), Rose Marie Sturtevant (mother of Karen Pry), Mary Berner, Louis Purul (father of 

Pre-School mom), Charlie Delaney, Bill Griffith (neighbor of Veronica Erb), Rick Loring (son of Dick 

Loring), Laura Gould (sister of Ed Youse), Tyler Davis (grandson of Doris and Alan Coshland), Doug 

Nemeth (son of Dot & Zollie Nemeth), Marion Keefe (friend of Ada Campanile), Janet Durand, Bruce 

Slocum, Esther Wesley, Bertha Bendel, William Cannady (father of Dawn Fletcher), Robert Wilkinson, 

Jimmy Smith (son of Ruth Smith), Ed Napier. 
 

The Staff of First United Methodist Church 

Richard Nichols, Senior Pastor   Bonnee Noyes-Bongiorno, Parish Nurse 

HeyYoung Horton, Associate Pastor  Joan Flamini, Administrative Assistant 

Glenn Rodgers, Director of Music   Karen Halligan, Membership Secretary 

Karen Murray, Director of Christian Ed.  Devika Gill, Pre-School Director 

Kathy Clawges, Youth Director   Doug Hamilton, Maintenance Coordinator 

Church Office Contacts 

 Phone: 856-235-0450 Fax: 856-235-2722 

 E-mail: church@meetwithGod.com Website: www.meetwithGod.com 

(CCLI License No. 782839) 

   Like “First United Methodist Church of Moorestown” on Facebook 

http://www.meetwithgod.com/
http://meetwithgod.com/typo3/alt_doc.php?returnUrl=%2Ftypo3conf%2Fext%2Ftemplavoila%2Fmod1%2Findex.php%3Fid%3D565&edit%5btt_content%5d%5b2238%5d=edit
http://meetwithgod.com/typo3/alt_doc.php?returnUrl=%2Ftypo3conf%2Fext%2Ftemplavoila%2Fmod1%2Findex.php%3Fid%3D565&edit%5btt_content%5d%5b2238%5d=edit

