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STEWARDSHIP NOTE
FROM PASTOR RICHARD
In the month of November we celebrate the
Thanksgiving holiday. It is a reminder of all of the
blessings of life we share and the importance of carrying
the spirit of gratitude every day of the year. November
is also the time of year that we conduct our Stewardship
program as we consider our response in supporting the
many different ministries and programs of our church.
We are blessed with so many events, activities and
outreaches of our church and we deeply appreciate the
faithful support of everyone's stewardship through the
giving of their time, their talents, and their gifts.
Meeting our total financial needs is certainly a
challenge, but through your loving response to our
mission we know we are making a difference not only
within our own faith community, but also touching lives
around the world.
As we approach our Stewardship weekend of November
18-19, please give prayerful consideration to your
support of our church's ministry and mission. I am
reminded of the words of one of our hymns that express
this sense of deep gratitude to God… “What gift can we
bring, what present, what token? What words can
convey it, the joy of this day? When grateful we come,
remembering, rejoicing, what song can we offer in
honor and praise?”
May our gifts truly be an expression of thanksgiving for
all that we have received from God's hand.
*******
HURRICANE RELIEF RESPONSE
Thanks to your response to the call to help God's people
affected by the catastrophic hurricanes this season,
FUMC sent $10,300 to the United Methodist Committee
on Relief (UMCOR).
We are grateful for your
willingness to help our hurting world.

OPEN INVITATION TO
THANKSGIVING DINNER
As Thanksgiving draws near many
of you will be busy making your plans. Some will travel
away while others will be making arrangements for
receiving loved ones. First UMC, Moorestown would
like to celebrate this Thanksgiving with you. If you
would like to join us for a community Thanksgiving
celebration, you and your family are welcome! Dinner
will be Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 23rd, from 3:30-6 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall. If you would like to be our guest,
contact Pastor HeyYoung at 856-235-0450 by
November 21st. Share this welcome with others!

Nov. 1st
Nov. 3rd
Nov. 4th
Nov. 5th
Nov. 5th
Nov. 6th
Nov. 10th
Nov. 10-11
Nov. 11th
Nov. 11th
Nov. 12th
Nov. 12th
Nov. 14th
Nov. 15th
Nov. 18th
Nov. 18th
Nov. 18-19
Nov. 19th
Nov. 19th
Nov. 22nd
Nov. 23rd
Nov. 23-24
Nov. 28th
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*******
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Blessings of the Badges - 6:00pm
Grounds for Good - 8:00 - 11:00pm
Prayer Event - 9:00am
Daylight Saving Time ends
Worship Team concert - 7:00pm
DivorceCare Surviving Holidays-6:30pm
My Abba's Hands - 7:00 - 9:00pm
Youth Lock-In - begins 6:00pm
Property Day - 8:00am - 2:00pm
My Abba's Hands - 9:00am - 3:00pm
Light Harbor at Avista - 2:30pm
Thanksgiving Food Collection deadline
The Serving Plate - 5:00pm
Internat'l Women's Friendship Grp-10am
Eyes of Our Hearts breakfast - 7:00am
Adult Fellowship - Noon
Stewardship Weekend - all services
Men's Breakfast - 7:45am
Couples with Kids - 10:45am - 12:45pm
Community Thanksgiving Service at
Lutheran Crossings - 7:00pm
Thanksgiving Dinner at church-3:30-6pm
Church office closed
Crafts for Good - 7:00 - 8:30pm
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FROM MEG GASTON,
OUR PASTORAL INTERN

FALL PROPERTY DAY
IS COMING NOV. 11th

Hi, First UMC! I am overjoyed to be working with y'all
this year and I have already been so blessed by your
warm spirits! I am currently finishing up my third and
FINAL year of seminary at Princeton Theological
Seminary and have chosen to spend my Sunday's,
Wednesday's, and sometime other days as well with you.
This church is my favorite part of every week and I am
so glad that I get to do life with all of you.

Come and join us as we spruce up God's house.
Whatever time you can spare will be put to good use,
even just an hour. We gather in the Fellowship Hall at
8am. We'll bribe you with breakfast of coffee, donuts
and bagels. Then ease you into some easy aerobics
(tasks) to work off that donut or bagel! (That makes
them a zero calorie treat after all). We plan on getting
some gardening done, and general cleanup. If you're not
into gardening, we always have things that need
attention inside, and suggestions are always welcome.
We stop for lunch, which is provided, and quit by 2pm.

I am from North Carolina and I have a Bachelor of
Science in Mathematics and a minor in secondary
education. I was planning to be a high school math
teacher, but God had other plans and after graduating I
served as a missionary with the United Methodist
Church in South Korea for five months and Japan for
fourteen months. When I returned from Japan I finished
up my program at Lake Junaluska, a Methodist
conference and retreat center in North Carolina and then
began seminary.

John Halligan
Property Committee Chair

I have learned (and I'm still learning) over the last few
years how to be ok with the plans God has for my life
that I may not even know about. When I was in Japan
one of the words my pastor there always said to me was
“Matte,” which means “wait.” She said this for many
different reasons; whether it was that I was speaking too
fast or I was always wanting to know what we were
doing next, she always reminded me to just wait. The
more she said it the more I realized she was not only
talking to me about each of those moments but about
what God has in store for me. I am always so eager to
know where I am headed next and what my future holds
that I often miss what is currently happening and the
experiences I am getting to have. So I am hoping this
year can be a time where not only I, but all of us find
peace as we wait and see where God will lead us - as a
church but also individually. I look forward to serving
alongside of each of you this year!

GROUNDS FOR GOOD
Friday, November 3rd
We're gearing up for another great round of Grounds for
Good Coffee House on Friday, November 3. Grounds
for Good favorites the Collins/Flynn Band will return to
perform, and clay artist Amy Block of Clay Scenes will
display her unique jewelry and wall hangings. The
evening will also feature free coffee and tea as well as a
variety of snacks and baked good for purchase.
Admission is always free, but proceeds and donations
will benefit Kate's Place, committing to providing social
fellowship for young adults with developmental
disabilities. The doors to Fellowship Hall will open at
7:30, with music kicking off at 8. Hope to see you
there!

*********
ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile
device to make an electronic donation
to FUMC Moorestown, just scan this
QR code and you'll be connected to
our mobile giving page!
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F RO M T H E DI RE C TO R
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

“This is love for God; to obey His commands. And his commands are not burdensome.”
1 John 5:3
Do any of you have a perpetual calendar? For many years Bob and I have had one in our kitchen and hopefully
each day we will take a minute to read it. Since I buy the Christian focused ones, it will typically offer a scripture
or an inspirational saying that reminds us of God's presence in our lives. For many years we had one that focused
on family and raising children - well, in our case, a child. Either way though it was great to start the day with a
positive thought and in almost every incident it was applicable to what was happening in our family life.
Since our son is now married and has his own family, I decided we needed a new calendar and the one I
purchased, which we have enjoyed so far through this year, is from Gary Chapman the author of The 5 Love
Languages. The calendar is actually called, “The 5 Love Languages - The Secret to Love That Lasts”. The sayings
within the 365 pages vary between acknowledging that we can love each other in many ways perhaps by emptying
the dishwasher (the language of Acts of Service), or by suggesting activities like taking a walk together (the
language of Quality Time), or by suggesting creative ways to give gifts like leave a box of candy somewhere
where your spouse or loved one will find it (the language of Gift Giving). All these suggestions and many others
are supported by various scriptures and each of them encourage the readers to look further into God's Word as to
how they can truly love the people in their life.
It seems though lately, love for each other, our country and the Lord are a bit on the light side however God
reminds us daily of His unwavering love for us. His Word tells us to obey His commands and that the commands
of the Lord are not burdensome but instead easy to carry and more importantly easy to share.
During this time of Thanksgiving, consider how you might discover new ways to give thanks and to share love
that lasts with those in your family, including your church family.
For suggestions, consider buying a Christian perpetual calendar that is applicable to your life right now and let the
words on those pages offer suggestions or ideas as to how you can stay connected and focused on God's love and
then, share that love.
Happy Thanksgiving!
Karen Murray, DCE
“But if anyone obeys His word, God's love is truly made complete in him.” 1 John 2:5

Just a Few Reminders…
• Our Thursday Youth Program is for children ages 5 - 6th grade. All are welcome! The program includes
dinner, choir & fellowship!
•

The Sunday School Classes have plenty of room. Feel free to join one! Classes meet at 9:30 & 11:00.

•

CHURCH FAMILY - CHRISTMAS CAROLING - December 3rd at 5pm. This will take the place of
Advent Wreath Making. More Details to Follow!
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WHAT ARE YOU DOING AT 9 A.M.
ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4?

Music Notes

Friends, we are facing a year of change at FUMC. There
are many things to face, work on, smooth out, facilitate,
and finish. We need to pray!

Often, at this time of year, a challenge starts circulating
on Facebook to post something you are are grateful for
each day during the month of November. As one would
suspect it starts with family, friends, neighbors, jobs
etc., and continues on throughout the month. This
started me thinking about some of our great hymns or
anthems of Thanksgiving. One that always pops into my
head this time of year is a choir anthem that we have
done over the years called “O Give Thanks”, I tend to
add that which I am thankful or grateful for in addition
to the words of the anthem itself. Then I catch myself
humming the hymns that are often sung around
Thanksgiving; Come, Ye Thankful People, Come; We
Gather Together; Now Thank We All Our
God………..great hymns of Thanksgiving.

Our pastors and staff are exhausting themselves trying to
attend to all their duties. They oversee energy-filled,
God-based ministries like worship, music, youth, First
Light, and Sunday school. They take care of the facility
and offer opportunities to get involved. They visit and
contact hurting people, maintain records, handle calls,
and keep us in print. We need to pray!
Pastor Nichols has been a blessing to everyone in our
congregation. We are so grateful for his ministry, his
insight, encouragement, and innovations. This summer,
a new minister will be appointed here. We need to pray!

I looked for the story behind “Now Thank We All Our
God” by Martin Rinkart. He wrote it from what has
been described as the severest human sufferings
imaginable during the 30 Years' War (1618-1648). At its
height Rinkart was the only minister left to care for the
sick and dying in Eilenberg, Germany. Yet, out of this
suffering he wrote this great hymn of thanksgiving. The
first stanza is a general expression of gratitude to God
for his “countless gifts of Love.” The second verse is a
call for God's continued care and keeping, “Guide us
when perplexed, and free us from all ills…” The final
verse is a doxology of praise to the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit “the one eternal God.” Rinkart found a way
to give thanks even in the most difficult period of his
life.

Pastor HeyYoung keeps track of not only the people, but
also all the mini-ministries that go on in our church,
those who reach out to help, create, pass on, write cards,
and make visits. We need to pray!
Church Council, committees, and various ministries
have decisions to make about resources, dwindling
attendance, and finding enough help. We need to pray!
Study and social groups enjoy old friends and look
forward to new ones, but are there enough leaders,
groups, and times choices for everyone to get involved?
We need to pray!
Some newcomers have felt uncomfortable in our church.
Perhaps, no one talked to them except the welcomers at
the doors or the person who handed them a bulletin.
Perhaps, someone made a visitor feel unwelcome by
ignoring him or glaring at her. We need to pray!

So, in this season of Praise and Thanksgiving, what are
you thankful for? Yes, family, friends, & co-workers;
more importantly, give Thanks to God for his countless
gifts of love and mercy.

Why are we losing people, whole families? Isn’t there
something we could do to stop the flow? How can we
relate better to today’s young people? Singles? Various
races,
backgrounds,
educations,
talents,
and
mannerisms? The visioning team is working hard. We
need to pray!

Donna Banes
Interim Music Team Coordinator
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Our own 9:30 Worship Team will present a
concert on Sunday, November 5th at 7:00 pm in
the Sanctuary. Watch upcoming Sunday
bulletins for more information!

Let’s do it! Pack the chapel on Nov. 4th. Maybe so
many people will come, that we will move to the
sanctuary. We need to pray!
Betsy Heinz, Prayer Ministry
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Autumn is my favorite time of year - how about you?
Walking in the brisk air while listening to the crunching
leaves, thinking of cinnamon tea and hot chocolate- so
much to look forward to each day!
There are many interestingly labeled days in November
as well, including:
Saxophone Day (November 6th)
Cook Something Bold Day (November 8th)
Clean Your Refrigerator Day (November 15th preparing for Thanksgiving, maybe?)
Button Day (November 16th)
Take A Hike Day (November 17th)
Eat A Cranberry Day (November 23rd)
All Our Uncles Are Monkeys Day (November 24th - I
did NOT make this one up!)
French Toast Day (November 28th )
Stay At Home Because You Are Well Day (November
30th - great idea!)

We all know that we have much to be grateful for, and
much to celebrate, even when times are challenging. As
we celebrate this month, knowing that we have much to
appreciate, I will share a prayer from a three-year old
child:
“Dear God, thank you that we have some supper
because it's really really yummy, even though I don't like
the vegetables, not at all. In Jesus' name. Amen
So much to learn from the children! As we begin this
wonderful month of November, and pray for those
around the world who have much heartache, yet show us
their faith in many ways, let's keep these people in our
hearts and minds and prayers each day. Let's pray the
universal prayer each day together, to honor our
heavenly Father.
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever! Amen

Then there is Thanksgiving, a time to celebrate with
family and friends. The tradition that Pastor HeyYoung
and her family started a few years back has encouraged
another kind of family celebration - to be part of a
church family is indeed a blessing.

God bless you all this month, and as 5-year old Kevin
requested in his prayer:

Reading about different ways to celebrate Thanksgiving,
I came across some ideas to think about:
Read a favorite Thanksgiving story
Write a Thanksgiving poem or prayer.
Share Bible verses about being thankful. Psalm 100 is a
great example (verses 1-5)
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.
Serve the Lord with gladness: Come before his
presence with singing. Know you that the Lord is God:
It is He that has made us, and not we ourselves; we are
his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter into his
gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise:
be thankful unto him, and bless his name. For the Lord
is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endures
to all generations.

“Dear God, thank you for these pancakes.” When he
concluded, his parents asked him why he thanked God
for pancakes when they were having chicken. Kevin
smiled and said: “I thought I'd see if He was paying
attention tonight!”
We know that God does pay attention to us, and knows
what is in our hearts.
Kathy Appleton, Lay Leader
*******

Many of the psalms are wonderful to be a part of your
Thanksgiving, such as Psalm 95, 107, and 145. I
Chronicles 16:34 is a verse that I think we all know:
“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his love
endures forever.” Here are a few more verses to check
out:
I Thessalonians 5:18; Colossians 3:15,17;
Colossians 4:2; Ephesians 2:8. There are so many more!

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.
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REACHING OUT IN LOVE
Then ask for help. There is no shame in that. We all
struggle. It's okay. And guess what? Because we are
human? We cannot read minds! Talk to us. Talk to the
pastors. Hint? They can't read minds either! The folks
who serve in all of the missions in the Servant's Round
Table are here for YOU! Let us love on you. You will
find that the burden becomes easier and things will be
put into perspective so that you may just find yourself
overflowing with thanksgiving.

If you have read any of my articles in the past, you
know that I do a lot of walking. I love to hike and try to
get at least the recommended 10,000 steps in a day. I
was recently on one of my local circuits when I passed a
house under renovation. Now I am a huge fan of
renovating and breathing new life into old; especially in
this 200 plus year old town. The owners had done some
clearing on the property as well. The landscape had, I
am sure, become overgrown. As I was walking past the
back of the property, I saw a tree that had been cut
down to about an 18 inch stump. The stump was about
7-8 inches in diameter and it made me kind of sad that
such a young tree had to be cut down. And then I
noticed a small shoot, about 2 inches long, growing out
of the stump. Two small leaves had unfurled and were
reaching out for the sun's life giving nutrients.

In Him,
Rae Caputo, My Abba's Hands
*******
ADULT FELLOWSHIP
LUNCHEON

Now, I know there are several different metaphors one
can draw from this mental picture I am trying to draw
for you but only one came to my mind at the time. Paul
had written to the believers in Collossae encouraging
them to stay strong in love and support of one another.

Come to Adult Fellowship Saturday, November 18, for a
covered dish luncheon and enjoy the music of the
Stillwaters Gospel Band. Stillwaters Gospel Band plays
Christian-centered Gospel and also some commercial
Pop music. They have performed at several venues in
the area including our own Grounds for Good. Join us
for lunch at noon, in Fellowship Hall followed by the
concert. Please bring enough food portions for ten
people. For reservations call the Nemeth's, 856-2739096 or the Evans' at 856-234-8090.
RSVP by
November 10th.

Let your roots grow down into Him, and let your
lives be built on Him. Then your faith will grow in
the truth you were taught, and you will overflow
with thankfulness. Colossians 2:7 NLT
As humans, we will struggle. We have debt, sickness
(sometimes fatal), struggles in our marriages, work
issues and other as sundry speed bumps that can be
discouraging. The ONLY thing that can make our
struggles lighter is our faith in the One who gave us life.
And what happens when we are tired, too sick or
discouraged to look to the one who promised to never
leave us? We are to reach out to each other in love.

12:00 Meeting & Greeting
12:25 Devotions
12:45 Our Covered Dish Luncheon
Bring a friend and don't forget your place-settings and
your appetite. Hope to see you there.

FUMC has amazing outreaches, with amazing people
called by God to do just that…to reach out to a hurting
world in love. We have Stephen Ministers, Martha's
Hands and many others including My Abba's Hands that
serve, with love, those that are in need. But first? Look
to the One who gave you life. Don't just shake your fist
at God and blame Him for your issues. Get in the
Word. Allow Him to speak to you. I promise that you,
like that tiny shoot growing out of the stump, will raise
your hands to the SON for life giving affirmations.

*******

Daylight Saving Time
ends Sunday, Nov. 5th.
Remember to set your clocks
back 1 hour before you go to
bed on Nov. 4th!
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2017 THANKSGIVING FOOD COLLECTION
The Food Pantry is once again doing the Thanksgiving Food Collection.
Collected food will be divided between two food banks in Moorestown; St.
Matthew Lutheran Church and Bethel AME Church. Food collected will only be for a
Thanksgiving dinner. A box should contain:
1 large box of stuffing
2 large jars of gravy
3 cans of vegetables
1 can of cranberries
1 bag of rice
2 large cans of fruit

1 large box of instant potatoes
OR 2 large cans of sweet potatoes
1 Jar Peanut Butter
1 Jar Jelly
1 Box of Pasta
1 Jar Pasta Sauce

There is also a need for foil baking pans and gift cards for turkeys or hams from Shop Rite or Acme.
If you would rather make a monetary donation, make checks payable to either St. Matthew Lutheran
Church or Bethel AME Church, both in Moorestown. Donations of cash can be left in our Church
office or given to Marilyn Arbittier. The food boxes will be collected in the Music foyer at First
UMC through Nov. 12th. The Food Pantry wishes to thank everyone for their generosity in
providing a holiday meal for those less fortunate in our neighborhoods.
*****
*Please note: First UMC and St. Matthew CANNOT store fresh vegetables or turkeys, and Bethel
AME has a limited amount of space. If you have a turkey to donate, please call Bethel AME
Church, 856-435-3152 to arrange a drop off time with them. Any questions, call Marilyn Arbittier,
856-235-3701.
*********
HELP FILL OUR
MITTEN TREE

LIGHT HARBOR
CHRISTMAS STOCKING
Every November since 2006, Light Harbor
Ministry has hung a red Christmas Stocking
in the narthex with names of residents from
assisted living facilities who have little or no
family to remember them on holidays. This year we
will have names from Avista Healthcare. We never
know how many names we will receive but you have
always been ready to take a name or two and purchase a
special Christmas gift for them. Details will be placed
with the stocking and in the bulletin, so please look for
our red Christmas Stocking hanging in the narthex
starting on Saturday, November 18. As Thanksgiving
approaches I pray that you enjoy all the beautiful sights,
sounds, and smells of the fall season and give thanks to
the Creator of it all! Contact: Margie Morgan, 856-7641247 or margmorgan75@gmail.com.

FUMC will again be sponsoring a collection of gloves,
mittens, hats & scarves to help those in need in our
communities to stay warm this winter. Helping is easy!
As you do your shopping this coming Christmas season,
just pick up an extra item or two, and place your
donations on the “Mitten Tree” found in the Sunday
School lobby (by the elevator). Or, let your children
pick out an item they think a child their age would like,
and hang it on the tree before Sunday School! And if
you like to knit or crochet, hand-made items make
wonderful donations. The Mitten Tree will be up
beginning Nov. 25th, and donations will be collected
until Dec. 11th. All items will be donated to Emergency
Services of Burlington County. Last year we collected
over 400 items! Please help us once again to help so
many in this season of giving - if each of us makes a
small donation, together we can make a big difference.
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MEND FUNDRAISER
MEND, Moorestown Ecumenical Neighborhood Development, Inc, is a private nonprofit housing development
organization founded in 1969 by nine Moorestown churches, including First United Methodist Church. MEND's
mission is to provide safe and affordable rental housing to low and moderate income families, seniors and people
with special needs.
Please support MEND's important work. MAD“MEND”: We Need More Affordable Housing!!! is a celebration
of MEND's 48 years of service.
Join us for a 1960's theme evening. This fundraising event is scheduled for Friday, November 10, 2017 at the
Moorestown Community House, 16 East Main Street, beginning at 6:00 pm. Dinner begins at 7:30 pm.
Tickets for the event are $150 per person. For more information or to buy tickets, you can call Jeanne Hoffner at
856-234-0105 or email jeanne.hoffner@gmail.com. Please let me know by Friday, October 27, 2017. You can
also buy tickets or send donations to MEND at MEND, Inc., P.O. Box 828, Moorestown, NJ 08057. Thank you
for your support.
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