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                          Rev. Richard Nichols, Pastor                      Rev. HeyYoung Horton, Associate Pastor      

        Glenn Rodgers, Director of Music       Karen Murray, Director of Christian Education

         Kathy Clawges, Director of Youth           Doug Hamilton, Maintenance Coordinator 

Devika Gill, Director of First Light Learning Center 
   

Join us for Worship - Saturday 5:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am

Visit us on the Web at:  www.meetwithGod.com  -or-  Email us at: church@meetwithGod.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Jul. 1-3 Youth Handbell tour to Massachusetts

Jul. 2nd Summer Sunday School begins - 9:30am

Jul. 2nd Weekly Children's Chat resumes - 9:30am

Jul. 4th Independence Day - church office closed

Jul. 9-16 Youth mission trip to Kentucky

Jul. 11th The Serving Plate - 5:00pm

Jul. 14th VBS registration deadline

Jul. 15th Eyes of Our Hearts breakfast - 7:00am

Jul. 16-22 The Philadelphia Project mission trip

Jul. 16th Light Harbor - 2:30pm

Jul. 25th Crafts for Good - 7:00 - 8:30pm

SUMMER EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

AVAILABLE FOR ALL AGES

 Children's SUNDAY SCHOOL

for Children 5yrs. through 4th Grade

Beginning July 2nd at 9:30

(After the Children's Sermon)

5's -1st grade Rm. E-103; 2nd - 4th grade Rm. E-104 

Volunteer Teachers & Helpers Needed!

(Contact Karen Murray 856-266-0083 to volunteer. 

Curriculum Provided.)

UN)SAFE SPACES

A YOUNG ADULT PROGRAM

Facilitated by Pastoral Intern, Paul Barnett

Wednesdays from 7pm-9pm 

(Dinner option at 6:15)

beginning June 28th

ALL Young Adults are welcome!

“Un)Safe Spaces: Difficult conversations from the 

fringes and intersections of life in 2017. We'll be 

discussing topics such as 'political correctness,' 

comedy, economics, religion, race, politics, safe 

spaces, assumptions, and truth. And how these topics 

relate to Christianity, holiness, virtue, and morality. 

Come out so we can hear what you want to say.” 

For more information contact Paul at 

ptbarnett88@gmail.com

ADULT CLASSES

9:30  Heritage Room (Topical/Book Study)

11:00  Heritage Room (Bible Study)

11:00  Room E-203 (Sermon Discussion Group)

YOUTH SUMMER PROGRAM

Begins WEDNESDAY, June 28th

6pm-8pm, Dinner Included

Open to all youth in Jr. & Sr. High.

Also look for Special Summer Activities/trips!

Reminder: VBS REGISTRATIONS

due by JULY 14th.

Visit www. meetwithGod.com for more details.

* * * * * * * * *

HEAVEN'S CHEER UPDATE!

If you are a man that would enjoy visiting other men 

that are feeling lonely and would enjoy a cheerful visit 

then you would be great in Heaven's Cheer!  We visit 

both nursing homes and/or homes.  We delight in 

sharing time with people to give them encouragement 

and a feeling of fellowship.  If interested please call 

Stephanie Estrin at 856-642-0868 or email at 

sestrin@comcast.net.  Also you can call the church 

office, 856-235-0450.  Thank you so much!
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Since May 2016, FUMC Moorestown has been able to 

offer our church family and friends the option to give to 

the church electronically, through a service offered by 

Vanco Payment Solutions and approved by the United 

Methodist denomination.  As of May 31, 2017, we have 

electronically received a total of  $238,011.84, averaging 

$19,354.77 per month!  Currently, there are 52 families 

who have set up regular giving plans, and another 12 

who have used the option for a one-time gift.

If you would like to begin giving electronically, please 

visit the church website, www.meetwithGod.com, and 

under the News-Events-Give tab, click on “Give to the 

Church”.  Then click on the green “Give Online” button, 

and follow the instructions on the secure Vanco site to 

create your Vanco profile and schedule your 

contributions.

You can also use your mobile device to scan the QR 

code below.  And if you want to give electronically but 

prefer not to sign up online, contact Karen Halligan in 

the church office, 856-235-0450, to fill out a form so she 

can take care of the sign-up process for you.

If you have any questions or would like more 

information, just give Karen a call or email her at 

church@meetwithGod.com.  Thank you all for your 

continuing support of our church's ministries and 

missions.

FFFFRRRROOOOMMMM    PPPPAAAAUUUULLLL    BBBBAAAARRRRNNNNEEEETTTTTTTT,,,,    

OOOOUUUURRRR    SSSSUUUUMMMMMMMMEEEERRRR    IIIINNNNTTTTEEEERRRRNNNN

Hello, First UMC! Thank you for bringing me on as a 

summer intern. This is partly a requirement for me, as 

the Master of Divinity program at Princeton Theological 

Seminary requires at least one church placement 

internship, but much more than that it's an opportunity 

for me to explore how God is calling me to ministry, 

what my gifts in ministry are, and how I can best serve 

FUMC.

With a background in biology and two years of 

theological study under my belt, you might say I enjoy 

really important questions that often don't have precise 

answers. One of the things I've been thinking about 

recently is what it means to be the Church in America 

(or even the world) today. The Christian church has a 

dynamic place in our world where it is both the place of 

God's true fellowship and a place of the worst human 

alienation. On top of that, it can and should be a place 

where true human dialogue and Truth discovery can 

happen, processes that seem as rare as they have ever 

been. This is what I will be reflecting on this summer as 

I prepare for my final two semesters at Princeton 

Seminary and beyond: what is the Church, and what 

should the Church be? I invite you to consider that with 

me.

Please don't hesitate to stop by my office (right next to 

Karen Murray's off the Fellowship Hall) and see me 

(Wednesdays 2-6, but I'll be around the church many 

other days as well). I look forward to meeting you all, 

and I ask for your prayers as I pray for you.

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
   

If you would like to use your mobile 

device to make an electronic donation 

to FUMC Moorestown, just scan this 

QR code and you'll be connected to 

our mobile giving page!

* * * * * * *

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

First United Methodist Church is a community of faith 

committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a 

hurting world through words and actions.

* * * * * * *

FROM THE

FINANCE COMMITTEE

An update on Electronic Giving

Lee Talbot

on June 12, 2017

Deaths:
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FFFFRRRROOOOMMMM    TTTTHHHHEEEE    DDDDIIIIRRRREEEECCCCTTTTOOOORRRR

OOOOFFFF    CCCCHHHHRRRRIIIISSSSTTTTIIIIAAAANNNN    EEEEDDDDUUUUCCCCAAAATTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

2 Corinthians 3:17 (NIV)

“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”

Dear Friends, 

Are you experiencing the true freedom found in Christ? Or, do you feel trapped by the demands of this world that may be 

calling you away from living that life of freedom that the Spirit of God desires for you?

The scripture above is a reminder that in order to experience true freedom one must first rely on the Spirit of the Lord and 

allow that spirit to be the driving force in each and every aspect of their life. 

As the summer moves on, and schedules (for some) are becoming more relaxed, it can be easy to be drawn away from 

following the Spirit of God and recognizing His presence. As Christians we must never take for granted God's presence in 

our lives, instead we must be intentional about remaining connected to Him and the Holy Spirit by reading the Bible and 

attending Worship. It is then when we can and will experience the freedom that is offered by Jesus, our Savior.

Yes, we celebrate the freedom that is available to us in the USA on July 4th but with the Spirit of the Lord residing in our 

heart we can experience the hope of true freedom everyday. 

~Peace

   Karen Murray, DCE

IT'S BACK!!

Friends, On July 2nd at the 9:30 Worship Service we will begin having “Children's Chat” every week after which 

time the children will be dismissed to enjoy a Bible Lesson, some playground time and a snack. ALL Children ages 2 yrs. 

-  4th grade are invited to come to the Altar (when called) to enjoy a short message. When the message is finished the 

children will be dismissed. This will occur every week in July & August. Beginning in September it will once again return 

to one time a month on the 4th Sunday of the month. We LOVE having your children in Worship and we know that 

through this opportunity MANY lives will be changed.  Please support this effort and bring your children to the 9:30 

Worship Service!

(Children's Bulletins are also available at EACH of our 4 Worship Services.)

* * * * * * * * *

FROM THE PRAYER MINISTRY

Jesus said:

“If two of you agree here on earth, concerning anything you ask, my Father in heaven will do it for you.  For where two 

or three gather together as my followers, I am there among them”  (Matt. 18:19-20, NLT).

What a blessing that kind of prayer is!  Meeting with a friend or a few friends regularly to pray is very fruitful.  You will 

find yourself not only praying for one another, but also for whatever the Holy Spirit lays on your hearts.  In my 

experience, after each session, I come away hopeful, refreshed, and inspired, often with a heavy weight lifted away.

Most of us try to maintain good physical and mental health.  We try to be responsible, work out problems, be a good 

friend and a loving family member.  We try to serve others.  All of these and more can be improved with group prayer 

because Jesus is present as he promised, in the verse above.

If you have not found a prayer partner or little group, try looking around for a friend or two to pray with.  It's easy.  You 

can meet anywhere, at home, on  a bench at a park, during a walk, stopping by the prayer room, arranging a coffee break 

or lunch, driving somewhere, or sitting together in a parking lot.  Be creative.  Spread the Word.

Betsy Heinz



The Messenger

Page 4 

It sometimes feels like we celebrate different types of 

“New Year” as we travel throughout each calendar 

year.  I think about the end of the school year in June, 

the beginning of a new school year in September, the 

beginning of the Christmas season, the end of the 

Christmas season, and probably other days as well.  I 

think, too, that as we get older, the days and months fly 

right by.

As Christians, we know that God gives us the strengths 

that we need as we continue traveling.  We are 

encouraged, as in 2Corinthians 5:17  “Therefore, if 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old has 

gone, the new has come!”  

Summertime can be bittersweet, maybe, as we prepare 

for the next step, whether it be sending our children off 

to a different grade level, sending them off to college, 

preparing for a new job- many changes, even though 

exciting, can bring feelings of uncertainty.  Again, as 

Christians, we have reassurance from God each step of 

the way, as Scripture says in Isaiah 40:31 “But those 

who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They 

will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 

grow weary.”

We all see life going full circle in so many ways, and 

how reassuring to know that God is with us in all that 

happens.  

I had the privilege of attending the first grade musical 

Mothers' Day program at Baker School, right in town.  It 

was beautiful!  Our granddaughter was one of the 

singers.  Watching the children line up to walk to the 

risers was so exciting!  It also brought back memories of 

teaching music in another public school, and having my 

students line up to walk to the risers, and now I am 

beyond blessed to watch Amanda doing the same thing!  

Life again going full circle, and we know that God is 

always leading us.  Jeremiah 29:11 reassures us:  “For I 

know the plans I have for you”, declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you a hope and a future.”

Children continue to teach us.  As William Stafford, an 

American poet, says:  “Kids.  They dance before they 

learn there is anything that isn't music.”  

As we continue to move through this summer, I hope 

that we can all enjoy some quiet time, and some dancing 

time as well.  As Sweetpea Tyler wisely said:  “Dancing 

faces you towards heaven, whichever direction you 

turn.”  I hope you dance!!

God bless you all,

Kathy Appleton

Lay Leader

Happy New Year - In July!? 

* * * * * * * * *

NOT ON OUR EMAILED

“MESSENGER” LIST YET?

Did you know that the church newsletter is available 

electronically?  If you still receive a mailed paper copy 

of your monthly “Messenger” and would like to help us 

“go green” and save some money too, let us know that 

you would like to be added to our email list!  You will 

receive an email from the church each month with a link 

to the page on the church website where you can get the 

current issue, as well as back issues and the calendar 

pages.  Just email church@meetwithGod.com, or call 

the church office at 856-235-0450.
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REPORTS FROM OUR DELEGATES TO THE GREATER NJ ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Elite Law & Greg Wilson attended the Greater NJ Annual Conference, May 21-23, as FUMC's Lay Delegates.  

Their reports to Church Council are reprinted here, on pages 5-7.

The theme of this year's conference was “Rejoice”, with 

1Thessalonians 5:16 as the theme verse: “Be joyful 

always”.  Bishop Schol began his address the first 

morning by reminding us to fulfill our calling to be the 

lights of the world in these end times, a world that is full 

of sexism, hunger and violence.  The Church has been 

given the mandate to transform and make disciples in 

such a world, by stirring up faith, hope and justice.  

Furthermore, we are to be joyful in this very demanding 

task.  He reminded us that we can only do so if we 

remember Scripture's teaching in Romans 5:14, that joy, 

which is not the same as happiness, can only be 

sustained by hope, and this hope can only be found 

when one moves towards the edge of faith.  Disciples 

are made when God's people receives and pours out 

God's grace and healing to a distraught world.  When we 

serve and worship God with excellence we inspire 

others to confess their faith in Jesus Christ.  In today's 

world, the Church faces many issues on which her 

members may never agree about, but if we allow our 

common mission as outlined above, we can join forces 

as we all move towards the edges of our faith where 

hope and joy abides.  Then and only then can we rejoice 

in our diversity as we forge our paths towards unity, not 

conformity, in carrying out the mission Christ has given 

the Church.  For this to happen, we need to develop 

people with passionate faith, leaders that are 

transformative, congregations that are vital and 

sufficient monetary support1. 

Over the course of the conference, the clerical and lay 

delegates passed many legislations that ranged from the 

termination of three churches as functional worship 

entities to amending articles in the Constitution, so that 

they express the United Methodist Church's fundamental 

belief in gender equality.  Budgetary initiatives were 

presented and passed as well as a couple of ministries 

initiatives.  Both the Student Ministries Plan and the 10-

year Cultural Competence Plan will be incorporated into 

the GNJ Strategic Ministry Plan.  

On the final morning of the conference, Ms. Erin 

Hawkins, the General Secretary of the General 

Commission of Race, taught us what is meant by being 

culturally competent.  She began by sharing a research 

finding that the longer a church is in a community, the 

less it knows its neighbors, and the less it feels equipped 

to relate to its neighbor.  If this is true, then we, the 

people of the church, are challenged to find a way to 

hold onto the best that we are, while adjusting to see 

others as precious beautiful children of God.  Jesus, she 

reminded us, offers us a new prescription for our cultural 

lenses, in which we seek to change our focus from 'us' to 

'we'.  Like Him we need to focus on the humanity of all 

of us and work humbly together with 'them', for if we 

look closely and honestly at ourselves, we will find that 

there is no 'we' or 'them' because we are them.  Then and 

only then can we become bridge builders like Jesus.  Ms. 

Hawkins compared this to the actual bridge-building, in 

which strong durable material and correct structural 

geometry would allow the bridge to be well anchored 

with enough cables to distribute the load it will be called 

to bear.  These cables would allow the bridge to 

withstand the push and pull resulting from all who travel 

on it.  Hence, we must go beyond welcoming language 

to sustained acceptance before we can hold on to others.  

We must take time to entrench ourselves as foundational 

pillars in the lives of those in the community. Thus, we 

will build a strong cohesive church, rather than a 

kumbaya church.  Like the cables on a bridge, we need 

more than one set of connection. We must develop 

enough cultural humility to see that my story is not the 

only or authentic one, it is merely mine.  Rather, we 

must develop enough insight to see myself in your story.  

We do this, not because it is good, but because it is 

intrinsic to who we are as Christ's disciples.  Ms. 

Hawkins reminded us that we are commissioned by 

Christ in Matthew 28:6 to go out, not in.  We are to go 

out in a missional way by living out Christ's love for 

them.  Only then can the church be a credible bridge for 

our neighbors to be brought near.  Instead of judging 

others, we must follow Christ's way as He shows it in 

John 4 and 8.  Like our Lord, instead of legislative 

verdicts, we need to offer solutions of grace.  Finally, 

like Christ, we must be the cables to distribute the 

weight of any sin, so that we can be on Christ's side of 

love and thus participate with Him in the creation of a 

new world in a new day1.

Respectfully submitted by

Elite Wong Law,Lay Delegate of FUMC of Moorestown

1Many of the terms and wording used in these 

paragraphs are from the original speaker's presentation.  
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Reports from Annual Conference, continued

Introduction 

From May 21-23, 2017, it was my privilege to represent, 

First United Methodist Church of Moorestown (FUMC) 

at the Annual Conference of the United Methodist 

Church of Greater New Jersey. The Annual Conference 

is led by Bishop John Schol and represents about 540 

churches across 9 districts. The Annual Conference is a 

time when pastors and laity come together to vote on 

policy, ordain ministers and discuss issues pertaining to 

our United Faith. The Conference is typically referred to 

as “Greater NJ,” or “GNJ” because a few churches 

represented are in Pennsylvania and New York. The two 

day conference touched on numerous topics. For the 

purpose of this report, I have chosen to focus on our 

strengths, our struggles and our diversity as a Methodist 

Community. 

Our Strengths 

The GNJ hosted more than 1,400 attendees this year. 

That's a record! The Conference approved a $900,000 

dollar budget cut, along with a decrease in the 

percentage churches pay to the conference. The 

percentage, a 16.2% flat rate, will allow churches with 

smaller congregations to keep more money. 

The Conference also approved a “Next Generation” 

student ministry plan. This plan will work with youth 

engaged in faith formation & discipleship. In other 

words, a plan to foster the pastors of tomorrow, the key 

to the future of our faith. A student ministry plan was 

passed rebranding the GNJ Camping and Retreats Board 

into Next Generation Student Ministries and expanding 

its oversight to include all youth and young adult 

ministries including IGNITE and Campus Ministries. 

Additionally, a ten-year intercultural competence plan 

was passed so GNJ can lead the way as bridge-builders 

living into a calling to be a church for all people and 

nations. A plan that will help the church better represent 

the people living in our communities embrace diversity, 

gender, sexuality, color, nationality, etc. 

Our Struggles 

We as a church, will always have struggles and 

challenges to overcome. Homosexuality continues to 

threaten a divide within our Conference. Bishop Schol 

reminded the Conference that, as Methodists, we have 

never agreed on anything and we have always risen to 

challenges in the past. The Bishop asserted that our 

Conference can be a home to both progressives and 

conservatives in our Faith. “One Faith, many people, 

many ideas.” Additionally, our Church is challenged by 

the changing geo-political views of the United States of 

America. Specifically, the change in immigration and 

refugee policies. 

Our Church has always been one to “welcome the 

stranger”, as Christ did. In Matthew 25:35, “I was 

hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me 

drink. I was a stranger and you invited me into your 

home.” 

Our Bishop cited the work of Morrow Memorial United 

Methodist Church of Maplewood, New Jersey. The 

congregation received national attention for facilitating 

the departure of a Syrian refugee family from a war-torn 

country. The Morrow Memorial Church continues to 

relocate families to the United States. Their ongoing 

efforts are supported by the GNJ. 
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Reports from Annual Conference, continued

Our Diversity 

Our Church represents a multicultural, ethnically diverse 

people of greater New Jersey. The annual conference 

reflected this diversity. People of Korean, Chinese and 

Indian descent, amongst ours were well represented at 

the conference. Churches that reflect the diverse 

communities in which they exist, thrive and prosper. To 

that end, the GNJ has come up with a commission to 

assist clergy and church leaders. The General 

Commission on Religion and Race (GCORR), is led by 

Erin Hawkins. The commission has published a report, 

”Building Holy Relationships.“ The report offers 

definitions and guidance on the issues of diversity 

within the church. For example, the Methodist Church 

currently consists of 90% Caucasian, while the 

population of the United States is 66% Caucasian. How 

should our church address this disparity? I encourage, 

our church leaders and laity to read the report and 

discuss this topic amongst our congregation. The report 

can be found through the following link, 

http://www.gcorr.org/building-holy-relationships-best-

practices 

As our country grows and changes, our church can grow 

and become inclusive to the needs of the communities 

we serve and reside in. 

Conclusion 

FUMC works with GNJ and other Methodist Churches 

in the New Jersey area. The annual conference is unique 

forum for the people and leadership of our church to 

meet and discuss topics and interests vital to our Faith. 

GNJ has resources, available to, not only leaders of our 

church, but to our congregation. I encourage everyone to 

go to, https://www.gnjumc.org and learn how GNJ helps 

and guides our church. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gregory S. Wilson

Hopeful Moms
Jim Burns - President of HomeWord and Executive Director of the 

HomeWord Center for Youth and Family at Azusa Pacific University

No person, from a Christ-follower to a staunch atheist, is 

exempt from the challenges and struggles that come along 

with the journey through this life. Still, I think one of the 

biggest differences between the Christ-followers and those 

who are not -- is that the Christ-follower has access to an 

incredible source of hope. This type of hope is powerful. It 

makes a difference. It is a key component of the Christian 

life. The Christian's hope is more than just a fanciful wish. It's 

the assurance that God will keep his promises to us. We read 

in Hebrews 10:23, “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 

profess, for he who promised is faithful.”

If you are a mother, there have likely been days when you've 

struggled with hope. Perhaps your kids have been 

misbehaving, or you aren't feeling the kind of support from 

your family that you need in order to thrive. You might be 

concerned about what kind of adult your child will grow into. 

Maybe you just can't see beyond this “season” in life. If any 

of these scenarios ring true, let me share some special words 

of encouragement. If you can raise your head above the 

waterline of anxiety and look to the Lord as your source of 

strength and hope, I believe you will find relief for your soul.

The hope you have makes a big difference on your children. 

You can give your kids a tremendous gift by sharing hope 

with them. Passing along hope is a wonderful legacy. It 

begins, of course, by modeling the Christian life openly 

before your children. You plant these seeds of hope in their 

lives as you respond with hope even in the midst of life's 

most difficult challenges. When you live life with hope, you 

teach your kids that God holds your (and their) future safely 

in His hands.

Let me leave you with some practical characteristics of 

moms who exhibit the power of hope:

- Hopeful moms are optimistic. They look for the best in 

situations and in their kids instead of picking out the worst.
   

- Hopeful moms focus on the future not on the past. They 

look forward to opening new doors when other doors have 

closed.
   

- Hopeful moms view problems as opportunities.
   

- Hopeful moms have a real view of circumstances but refuse 

to resort to cynicism.
   

- Hopeful moms understand that God still cares for them and 

their families in the midst of difficult situations.

For the rest of the July Youth newsletter,

see the next page

From the July Youth newsletter:
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July Youth News

First United Methodist Church

Jr. & Sr. High Newsletter

kclawges@gmail.com

856-866-0285 office

Hello Parents!

HAVE A BLESSED SUMMER!

Youth Summer Program “YSP”   

     

June 28, 6pm
     

All Jr. & Sr. High are invited to come, join us for BBQ & 

fellowship each week from 6-8pm through August 23rd.

The Philadelphia Project
     

July 16 - July 22, 12pm

LOCATION: Philadelphia
     

Once again, a number of our Jr. & Sr. High will participate in The Philadelphia 

Project. The youth will have opportunities to work on homes in the 

neighborhood or help out at kids camp. For more information, contact Melissa 

O'Donnell at melissaleighodonnell@comcast.net  

AdventureServe Ministries/Kentucky
     

July 9 - July 16, 5am

LOCATION: Wilmore, Kentucky
     

This mission trip is for all Sr. High, college & young adult.  We will be heading to 

Wilmore, Kentucky for a “Creation Restoration” mission. We will have the 

opportunity to care for God's creation by creating, marking, & cleaning trails 

and riverbeds in Kentucky's state parks. This is a different type of mission for 

our youth and young adults and will allow for expansion of mission 

opportunities available to them. We are very excited to serve in Kentucky!

Un)Safe Spaces: Led by Paul Barnett
     

June 28, 7pm
     

Un)Safe Spaces: Difficult conversations from the fringes and intersections of 

life in 2017. We'll be discussing topics such as 'political correctness,' 

comedy, economics, religion, race, politics, safe spaces, assumptions, and 

truth. And how these topics relate to Christianity, holiness, virtue, and 

morality. Come out so we can hear what you want to say.
     

This will be led by our Church's summer Intern, Paul Barnett, from 7-9pm 

every Wednesday during the summer. Dinner is at 6pm if so inclined.

The informative article for parents of youth is on pg. 7


