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The Messenger
First United Methodist Church Newsletter

446 Camden Avenue, Moorestown, NJ 08057  

856-235-0450

APRIL 2017

   

                          Rev. Richard Nichols, Pastor                      Rev. HeyYoung Horton, Associate Pastor      

        Glenn Rodgers, Director of Music       Karen Murray, Director of Christian Education

         Kathy Clawges, Director of Youth           Doug Hamilton, Maintenance Coordinator 

Devika Gill, Director of First Light Learning Center 
   

Join us for Worship - Saturday 5:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am

Visit us on the Web at:  www.meetwithGod.com  -or-  Email us at: church@meetwithGod.com

HHHHoooollllyyyy    WWWWeeeeeeeekkkk    &&&&    EEEEaaaasssstttteeeerrrr    SSSScccchhhheeeedddduuuulllleeee

A SPECIAL INVITATION

Holy Week, of all the seasons of the year, is the time 

when people in our American culture are most open to 

hear the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Many people are 

simply waiting for an invitation.  Please pray for your 

family, neighbors, coworkers and friends and consider 

giving them a personal invitation to worship with you 

this Easter.

Palm Sunday, April 9th:

8:30 a.m. Early Worship - in the Chapel

9:30 a.m. Contemporary Praise and Worship - 

Celebrating our Lord's triumphant entry into the city of 

Jerusalem at the beginning of Holy Week.

11:00 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship - With 

processions of praise and the great hymns of the season 

we remember Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem and the 

greeting that he received from those who placed palms in 

his path.

7:00 p.m. Palm Sunday Concert - Presented by the 

Adult Choir.  (See pg. 2 for more information)

Wednesday, April 12th:

6:00-8:30 p.m.  Live Passion - Presented by the 

Youth.  (See pg. 2 for more information)

Holy Thursday, April 13th:

7:00 p.m.   We will celebrate the Last Supper of our 

Lord in remembrance of Him who broke the bread and 

shared the cup of communion with His disciples in the 

Upper Room.  Service takes place in the Sanctuary.

Good Friday, April 14th:

7:00 a.m. Good Friday Breakfast (See pg. 9 for 
more information)

     11a.m. - 5:30p.m. Stations of the Cross in the 

Sanctuary (See pg. 2 for more information)

Noon A 3 hour service on the words of Jesus on 

the cross,  with clergy from area churches. Trinity 

Episcopal, corner of Church & Main St., Moorestown.

7:00 p.m. A Tenebrae (meaning “shadow”) Service 

that uses the lighting and extinguishing of candles, 

music, scripture and dance to dramatize the fading Light 

of the World with the death of Christ on the Cross.

Easter Morning, April 16th:

   6:00 a.m.   Sunrise Service - Start the Day of 

Resurrection by gathering in the courtyard in a 

traditional sunrise service, anticipating the joy of the 

resurrection.  We will adjourn afterward to Fellowship 

Hall for a continental breakfast.  All are welcome.
   

   8:15 a.m.   Early Praise and Worship - Come to the 

Sanctuary, 15 minutes earlier than usual, to celebrate 

Easter.  Begin with praise songs and end with the 

Hallelujah Chorus led by our Adult Choir.
      

   9:30 a.m.   Easter Praise and Worship - The walls will 

resound in this service of contemporary praise in 

celebration of Easter.  We meet as usual in the 

Sanctuary.
      

   11:00 a.m.   Easter Worship - enriched with the music 

of a brass choir, the music of our Adult Choir, and the 

joyful singing of the timeless hymns of Easter.  Also 

meets in the Sanctuary.

Easter Vigil, April 15th:

5:30 p.m.   Worship Service - A 12 

year tradition, this service of waiting 

and hope is powerful preparation for 

Easter morning.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Apr. 1st UMW District Spring meeting - 9:00am

Apr. 2nd Deadline to order Easter flowers

Apr. 3rd Chick-fil-A fundraiser - 5:00 - 8:30pm

Apr. 5th Rummage Sale - 6:00 - 9:00pm

Apr. 6th Rummage Sale - 9:30am-2pm,6-8:30pm

Apr. 7th Grounds for Good - 8:00 - 11:00pm

Apr. 8th Men's Conference in Allentown, PA

Apr. 9th Palm Sunday Choir Concert - 7:00pm

Apr. 12th Live Passion presentation - 6:00-8:30pm

Apr. 13th Holy Thursday communion service-7pm

Apr. 14th Good Friday breakfast - 7:00am

Apr. 14th Stations of the Cross - 11:00am - 5:30pm

Apr. 14th Community Good Fri. svc -Trinity -Noon

Apr. 14th Tenebrae Service - 7:00pm

Apr. 15th Eyes of Our Hearts breakfast - 7:00am

Apr. 15th Adult Fellowship - Noon

Apr. 15th Easter Vigil service - 5:30pm

Apr. 16th Sunrise Service - 6:00am

Apr. 16th Easter worship - 8:15, 9:30, 11:00am

Apr. 17th Church office closed

Apr. 18th The Serving Plate - 5:00pm

Apr. 19th Internat'l Women's Friendship Grp-10am

Apr. 23rd Light Harbor - 2:30pm

Apr. 25th Crafts for Good - 7:00 - 8:30pm

Apr. 29-30 Missions Weekend - all services

Apr. 29th “Mission Madness” volleyball & dinner

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Friday, April 14th

11:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Come to the Sanctuary and spend some time at each 

station meditating on the pathway of Jesus' suffering and 

sacrifice.  It is by walking this way with Him that we 

may come to share in the glorious victory of His 

resurrection.

* * * * * * *

LIVE PASSION PRESENTATION

Wednesday, April 12th

6:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Take a walk through the Stations of the Cross and 

remember what Jesus did for you.  Our Youth will 

participate in this presentation of the greatest story ever 

told!  Stay tuned - more information will follow.

* * * * * * *

AS WE FAST THIS LENT...

LET US NOT FAST FROM PRAYER

The Prayer Ministry is building on the strength and 

desire of our community to offer new prayer 

opportunities.  Please consider being part of FUMC's 

prayer movement and utilize the Prayer Room's 

prepared space for time abiding with God.  The Prayer 

Room is located in the basement below Fellowship Hall.  

Come as you are.  “Be joyful in hope, patient in 

affliction, faithful in prayer.”  Romans 12:12

Monday - “Share A Prayer”, 6:15-7:00pm (Chapel) - 

meets weekly. Begins with a Jesus Calling devotional, 

quiet time and prayers out loud.

3rd Tuesdays - Quick Prayer, 1:30-2:00pm (E203) - 

meets monthly (March 21, April 18, May 16, June 20).

4th Tuesdays - Mt. Laurel Prayer Group, 2:00-3:00pm 

(Betsy Heinz's house, 856-304-4313, 12 Elmwood Rd.) - 

meets monthly (March 28, April 25, May 23, June 27).

Wednesday Evening Prayer - begins after Easter - 

April 19, 7:15-8:00pm (Prayer Room) - meets weekly.

Thursday Prayer - 7:15-7:45pm (Chapel) - meets 

weekly.

Saturday - Quick Prayer, 9:15-10:00am (Prayer Room) -

meets weekly.

1st Sundays - “Time of Restoration and Meditation”, 

12:15-1:15pm (in the courtyard, weather permitting) - 

Facilitator Colleen Johnson.  Start Date TBA.

For any questions about these prayer opportunities, 

please call/text Nadine Mack, 856-266-7589.

PALM SUNDAY CHOIR CONCERT

April 9, 7:00 p.m.

Choral music by the Masters

Past and Present

Performed by the Adult Choir

* * * * * * *
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FFFFRRRROOOOMMMM    TTTTHHHHEEEE    DDDDIIIIRRRREEEECCCCTTTTOOOORRRR

OOOOFFFF    CCCCHHHHRRRRIIIISSSSTTTTIIIIAAAANNNN    EEEEDDDDUUUUCCCCAAAATTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

I recently returned from yet another Pastors and Ministry Leaders Prayer Summit held in Harvey Cedars, NJ at the 

Harvey Cedars Bible Conference Center and as usual it was a time of refreshing and renewal. 

The purpose of the Summit is to give the folks who attend the opportunity to just listen. Listen to the Holy Spirit and to 

feel its presence. Another blessing from this opportunity is to be with wonderful, faithful servants from the greater 

Philadelphia area and beyond. There were Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, Non-Denominational friends and even a 

Messianic Jewish Pastor. Every ethnic group and folks from several different continents were represented. It truly is a 

unique and wonderful experience. 

However the greatest blessing is that we are all there for one thing and that is to have an encounter with God through the 

Holy Spirit. There is no agenda, only opportunities to wait, and to be still, and for that I am truly blessed.

The truth though is that we do not have to go away to a special summit or to a special place to hear God's voice or to be 

in His presence. We just have to do what Psalm 46:10 tells us to do; “Be still”. I pray that during this Lenten season you 

will take time to be still and to be in the presence of God so to hear His voice as he lavishes His love on you.

In Christ,

~Karen M. Murray, DCE

Happy Easter…He IS Risen!

Special Events:

VBS Registration has begun. Forms can be found on the Welcome Center or downloaded from the website, 

www.meetwithGod.com. (VBS Week is Aug. 14th -18th, 9am - 12noon).

Volunteers are NEEDED to staff our 2017-2018 Sunday School Year as well as our VBS week (Aug. 14th -18th, 9am - 

12noon). If you are interested please contact Karen Murray @ 856-222-1120.

Confirmation Sunday - May 21st at the 11:00 Worship Service. Please pray for this class of beautiful students as they 

are preparing to join this Church.

“Be still and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10

* * * * * * * * *

Men, here is an opportunity to set a day aside for the 

Lord by attending the Iron Sharpens Iron Men's 

Conference on Saturday, April 8, 2017 in Allentown, 

PA.  Sign up at coffee hour in Fellowship Hall or 

contact Greg Scott:  gregescott@comcast.net.  

Registration $58, Optional Box Lunch: $9.  

www.ironsharpensiron.net.

MEN'S CONFERENCE

Saturday, April 8th
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

SPRING MEETING

On April 1, FUMC of Moorestown will host the Spring 

Meeting of UMW from the Capital District.  It will 

begin at 9:00 AM with registration and continental 

breakfast.  At noon, we will serve a catered lunch.  We 

will be responsible for desserts; if you would be able to 

help us by making a dessert it would be appreciated.  

Call Barbara Dapper at 235-1765.
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MISSION WEEKEND/ MISSION MADNESS

SAVE THE DATE : SATURDAY APRIL 29th

Proceeds for the evening/weekend will support the new building project to house our 

youth missionaries as they serve.

They are our future!

Come and join us for a Volleyball Tournament, Dinner, Service & concluding with a Concert of TPP's  very own band. 

You will be so blessed and amazed at just how excited our teens get when listening to God's music. This will be a 

powerful night!!!

I urge you all to attend. ALL of our attendance will reinforce our commitment to growing and supporting each other 

and being missionaries within and outside the church. We as a congregation can't support those in the field if we do 

not support and encourage each other.

The mission team's vision is to get youth and adults “Having fun and growing together in Christ.”

Volleyball Teams MUST consist of 4 youth and 4 adults (not close in age). I encourage youth and adults when picking 

your teams to reach out to someone you do not know so that we can all get to know each other. You never know who 

you will actually connect with along the way. In turn, we, as a church can make a difference.  We encourage ALL to 

reach out to those outside our congregation to participate. Who knows..they might actually realize what we are about 

and decide to check out FUMC. 

How cool would that be?

If you do not play volleyball…I will have pom poms..Come and be a cheerleader. We encourage each team to come 

up with a name so we can enter on the bracket. May the best missionary win!

Details to be announced. Please remember that this is Faith Promise weekend as well. So I urge you to start praying 

now about what it is that the Holy Spirit is leading your heart to give throughout the year if you are able.

Blessings to all...Missions Commission Chair - Judi Angelow judi0821@yahoo.com 267-808-4765 
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FROM THE

MISSIONS COMMISSION

If you were to ask a young adult who grew up at FUMC about their favorite memories of their youth experience 

here, many would say “Youth Fellowship and my mission trip to _____”.   We are blessed with great youth 

leaders and youth with a heart for mission. Many of the experiences we gain in serving God in mission will be 

carried through our lives. How wonderful that our children can experience God's love in action and see how 

their parents and other adults model Jesus in service. This is not advice from parents or a sermon, but a get 

dirty, get exhausted, get real experience that will somehow bring them closer to God and be with them through 

their lives. They can experience their church in action and find their best way to express Jesus' love to others. 

If you have been in mission with youth, you know how they can bless us: they bring enthusiasm to their service, 

they notice things adults overlook, they can engage others in unusual ways, they can do some things adults 

never thought could be done and, sometimes, they can be encouraging and optimistic in some difficult 

situations. We are fortunate to see God working through them. They are blessed to experience God's love in 

service to others. 

This year, our youth have been involved in service to our church and a number of outside charities. This summer 

they will be undertaking two major mission efforts. The Philadelphia Project will be a week-long effort of service 

and outreach to the needy in northwest Philadelphia, including home repairs, Bible camp and street outreach. 

Creation Restoration will be a week in the Appalachian Mountains with an emphasis on environmental 

stewardship. Both weeks will involve spiritual development activities in the evening for the missioners. 

Your support of our youth's efforts would be greatly appreciated. If you could be involved as an adult 

participant, you surely would be blessed. Your prayer support is requested. As each youth needs to raise at least 

$300 to participate in either mission, your financial support of their fundraising efforts would enable their 

participation. Thank you for your support in any of these areas. 

Steve Feerrar

Missions Commission

Serving with our youth in Mission
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ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
   

If you would like to use your mobile 

device to make an electronic donation 

to FUMC Moorestown, just scan this 

QR code and you'll be connected to 

our mobile giving page!

NORTH KOREA TRIP:

“PEOPLE TO PEOPLE”

The Peace Committee of the United Methodist Church 

has been actively working to promote peace in the 

Korean Peninsula. They have been supporting North 

Korea with food and medicines for the past 30 years.  

As part of their mission, the Peace Committee is 

organizing a special program that includes the 

opportunity to visit North Korea in October 2017.  They 

would like to open the door to North Korea, so people 

can meet with people who are living in a very different 

world.

North Korea is known to most of the world as an 

isolated and secretive country.  However, in the midst of 

this isolation, people are working to meet the needs of 

their families and desire a safe place in which their 

children can grow and thrive.  The Peace Committee 

invites  you to travel with us for a rare opportunity to 

visit North Korea, experiencing its people, culture and 

natural beauty:

Date:  October 7-14, 2017

Sites to visit:  Pyongyang, Kaesong, Kumgang 

Mountain

Price: $2,430.00

(This price includes tourist visa to North Korea, round 

trip airfare from Beijing to North Korea, meals and 

lodging, local transportation and admission fees)

***This price does NOT include the following: round-

trip airfare to Beijing, travel & medical evacuation 

insurance (required), a visa for China (if required), tips 

for the driver & guides, and personal expenses.

Registration due date: July 18, 2017

For detailed information please contact Pastor 

HeyYoung at 856-235-0450.

* * * * * * *

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

First United Methodist Church is a community of faith 

committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a 

hurting world through words and actions.

* * * * * * *

No matter how you define fun, the 2017 Barb Feldstein 

Memorial Raining Cats & Dogs Pet Fest on Saturday, 

April 29 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Burlington County 

Animal Shelter will have something to amuse, entertain 

and delight you and your family.

The event is presented by the Friends of the Burlington 

County Animal Shelter; the premier sponsor is the 

Mount Laurel Animal Hospital.

Admission to the event is free for everyone.  Well-

behaved, leashed dogs are welcome to attend.  Activities 

will include:

• the hugely popular Kiss-A-Bull kissing booth

• Big Dog and same-day 50-50 drawings

• a Kids Zone for children

• a petting zoo at the Mount Laurel Animal Hospital 

booth

• music

• vendors with a variety of merchandise

• dog and cat toy, and dog coat sales

• bake sale

• dog wash (weather permitting)

• Burlington County Animal alumni station with 

special gifts and photos for adopters and their pets

• free dog sitting while you visit the shelter

The Burlington County Animal Shelter is located in the 

County Facilities Complex, 35 Academy Drive, 

Westampton, NJ.

Raining Cats & Dogs Pet Fest:

FREE fun for

the whole family

ABBA'S ANIMALS
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Spring Cleaning - are you as excited as I am about that 

project?  As Erma Bombeck once said:  “My second 

favorite household chore is ironing.  My first being 

hitting my head on the top bunk bed until I faint.”   Or as 

one unknown author said:  “Cleaning your house with 
kids around is like trying to boil water in a sieve.”

Reading about springtime, I read a lot about taking the 

time to start cleaning up our souls as well.   Here are 

some things that seemed like good ideas:

   Eliminate clutter.  Get rid of distractions that block 

our time with God.  If we work on eliminating 

unnecessary busyness in our lives, and focus a bit more 

on such things as praying, participating in church, 

reading, and meditating on the Bible, we should most 

likely invite peacefulness into our lives.  Romans 12:2 - 
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then 

you will be able to test and approve what God's will is - 

His good, pleasing and perfect will.

   Scrub away dirt, and disinfect.  Working on 

forgiveness, not judging, emphasizing positive attitudes, 

can also bring peace to our lives.  Hebrews 12:1 - 
Therefore, let us strip off every weight that slows us 

down, especially the sin that so easily hinders our 

progress.

   Vacuum.  Suck up everyday annoyances and 

persistent resentments that can accumulate.  Ask God to 

help us learn how to deal well with difficult people and 

those whose personalities differ significantly from ours 

(I think that I need to wear this one!).  Remember that 

God expects us to forgive others as He has forgiven us.  

Trust Him to empower us through each step in the 

forgiveness process.  Do all we can to live at peace with 

others and resolve conflicts quickly and wisely.  2 
Corinthians 10:5 - We demolish arguments and every 

pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of 

God, and we take captive every thought to make it 

obedient to Christ.

   Dust. Wipe away traces of the past that are slowing us 

down from moving into the future with confidence.  

Expect that each time we deal with one layer of dust 

from our past, we can see a bit more clearly as we move 

into the future.  I Corinthians 1:9 - God is the one who 
invited you into this wonderful friendship with His Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.

   Polish.  Make your relationships shine by serving 

others as God leads you.  Every day, look for 

opportunities to encourage or help the people with 

whom you come into contact.  Psalm 28:7 - The Lord is 
my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and I 

am helped.  My heart leaps for joy and I will give thanks 

to him in song.

   Organize.  Rearrange your life so you can dream new 

dreams.  Clear out your own agenda and invite God to 

show you His dreams for your life.  Set specific and 

measurable goals to help you move closer to fulfilling 

God's dreams for you.  Psalm 56:13 - For you have 
rescued me from death; you have kept my feet from 

slipping.  So now I can walk in your presence, O God, in 

your life-giving light.

Trying to decide on what to do first, it is also important 

to allow ourselves the time to be with God.  If we get 

too concerned with every little household chore, let's 

step back together, and try to prioritize what we do.  As 

another unknown author writes:  “If the shelves are 
dusty and the pots don't shine, it's because I have better 

things to do with my time.” 

Or as one of the Minions (honestly!) puts it:  “I feel like 
I should clean the house, so I'm going to lay down and 

nap until that feeling passes.”

Let's work together, this spring, on prioritizing - keep 

our houses clean, and even more so, our spiritual hearts!

God bless you all, and may you have a joyful spring,

Kathy Appleton

Lay Leader

Deaths:

Thomas Brown

on March 8, 2017

* * * * * * *
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EEEEaaaasssstttteeeerrrr    CCCChhhhaaaannnncccceeeellll    FFFFlllloooowwwweeeerrrrssss

Our sanctuary will once again be decorated with spring flowers to signify the glory of the Resurrection 

at Easter.  If you would like to make a donation towards the cost of a plant ($8.50), in memory or in 

honor of a loved one, fill out the order form below.  Forms may be mailed or dropped off in the 

marked box in the church office.

Number of plants  __________________________________________ ($8.50 per plant)

Name of Donor  ___________________________________________________________

(   ) In Memory of:  ________________________________________________________

(   ) In Honor of:  __________________________________________________________

DEADLINE FOR ORDERS IS SUNDAY, APRIL 2, 2017

IMPORTANT!  Please memo your check “Easter Flowers” and place in the marked box in the church 

office or mail to the above address.  Checks for flower orders should not include offerings and should not

be placed in the offering plate.  (If donations exceed the total charged by the florist, the extra amount will 

be used to support the Interfaith Hospitality Network of Burlington County.)

Make checks payable to: First United Methodist Church

446 Camden Ave.

Moorestown, NJ  08057

GROUNDS FOR GOOD

COFFEE HOUSE

Friday, April 7th

Join us on Friday, April 7 in Fellowship Hall for 

Grounds for Good Coffee House.  FUMC's own Trouble 

with Plaid, featuring Al Hanlon, Rick and Ryan 

McConnell and Gene Clark will provide live musical 

entertainment.  As always, there will be an art display, 

free coffee and tea and delicious homemade goodies for 

sale.  Admission is free, but proceeds and donations will 

benefit the Interfaith Hospitality Network.  Doors will 

open at 7:30, with music kicking off at 8.  See you 

there!

UPDATED CHURCH DIRECTORY

NOW AVAILABLE

 Be sure to pick up your copy of the updated 2017 

Church Directory.  It is now available in the Narthex 

(on the first aid cabinet) before or after worship, or in 

the church office during the week.  Just look for the 

green cover!
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GOD KISSES

Have you ever heard of a God kiss?  My husband 

introduced me to the idea back over the holidays and I 

have to admit that I have been looking for these 

precious moments ever since.  Let me give you a 

synopsis of my introduction.  My husband and I were in 

Wegman's doing our weekly (or so) visit.  We drove to 

Wegman's in my car which has a radio that is 

temperamental to say the least.  It works when it wants.  

Most of the time, I couldn't get it to work and when it 

did?  You could be driving along doing 55mph and it 

would stop with a shotgun blast.  Frightening at any 

speed.  Needless to say, I had given up on turning on the 

radio.  I'm no fool!

Back to the God kiss.  The hubs and I had finished our 

shopping and loaded the car with our goodies.  The 

whole time I am singing the last Christmas carol that 

was piped in during our expedition. “Silver bells.  Silver 

bells.  It's Christmas time in the city…”  I knew all the 

words by heart because I was coaching a friend of mine, 

helping him memorize the song.  We pass his house on 

the drive home and Frank, who may have been tired of 

my singing or prompted by the drive by says, “Let's see 

if the radio works.”  “Good luck with that,” I mutter.  

Don't you know?   The radio kicks on effortlessly 

playing …Silver Bells.  Pretty much picked up on the 

verse I was singing!  “That's a God kiss if I ever heard 

one,” says Frank.

Now you may say, “What is the difference between a 

God kiss and a coincidence?”  Well, if I may channel 

Leroy Jethro Gibbs of NCIS fame, “Rule number 39.   

There are no such things as coincidences.”  Scripture is 

FILLED with examples of God's love for us. HELLO!  

He gave his only son for us so that we may live.  John 

3:16.  

So what does this have to do with God Kisses.  I was 

called by God to start My Abba's Hands back in January 

2015.  I was terrified but I followed through and what a 

blessing it has been.  It is also one of the hardest things I 

have undertaken.  There have been times that I feel 

discouraged and it is during those times that I have 

received a God Kiss.  A note dropped in my mailbox 

thanking me for a quilt, a phone call saying how much a 

pocket quilt meant to a friend, pictures sent of a person 

holding the gift of a lap quilt or an email recognizing an 

article that I have written.  For all of those who have 

encouraged me?  I thank you for the God Kiss at just the 

right moment.

How can you be involved?   Our church mission 

statement says that we are to reach out to a hurting 

world through actions.  Peek into the chapel and see if 

there is a quilt hanging.  If there is a quilt there, would 

you take a moment to pray and tie a knot on the quilt?  

Your prayers are powerful and mean so much to the 

person that receives the quilt.  Pocket quilts are outside 

the main sanctuary doors in the narthex.  If you know 

someone who is struggling, take one of the quilts to 

offer to that person for comfort.  Simple but powerful 

ways of reaching out to a hurting world.  And who 

knows?  You may be offering someone else a God Kiss.

Rae Caputo, My Abba's Hands

First United Methodist Church

Invites you to Shop at our

SEMI-ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE

April 5th & 6th

Location:
First United Methodist Church

(Fellowship Hall wing)

Shopping

Hours:
Wednesday 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Thursday 9:30 am to 2:00 pm and

6:00 pm to 8:30 pm

($3.00 Bag Night)

**Soup & Sandwich lunch for sale from

11:30 am to 2:00 pm on Thursday

Donations Accepted:

Sunday, Apr. 2nd, 3:00 - 7:00 pm

Monday Apr. 3rd & Tuesday Apr. 4th

9:00 am to 7:00 pm

(Sorry, we may need to close doors early for donations 

if we are full.)

Please, NO magazines, encyclopedias, large furniture, 

large exercise equipment, tube TVs, PC Monitors or 

anything requiring two people to carry.

Sponsored by Adult Fellowship and

the Education & Youth Departments
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FAITH NOTES

How God Is at Work in Our Lives

This month - Susan Zapfe

One year ago in March our son, Erik, surprised us with a 

heartfelt request: he asked us if his friend Logan could 

move in with us until he started at Cabrini College in the 

fall. Well, that caused me to raise an eyebrow. Logan 

was not a stranger to our family. To us, he was just one 

of the many friends who would occasionally drop by for 

dinner, play video games, watch a movie, or hang out 

with us on a Saturday night. At this point in Logan's life, 

we knew he was trying to make something of himself. 

He spent two years working at odd jobs - bus boy at 

Harvest Grill, pumping gas at Wawa. You get the idea. 

He also got bookings at various stand-up comedy 

venues in Philly. (He's a funny guy!) And now, he was 

enrolled as a part-time student at the Community 

College of Philadelphia.

So on a Sunday afternoon at our dining room table sat a 

young man at a crossroad. The unstable environment he 

had known “as home” was taken from him. His father, a 

drug addict, was evicted from their Philly home, and 

Logan was left scrambling to pack up what belongings 

he had into his compact car.  He landed at his 

grandparent's Philly row house even though they were 

already supporting two other families.  Logan was 

sleeping on a cot, living in an overcrowded home, eating 

whenever he could and struggling to find a quiet place 

to study. Despite his stressful circumstances, he 

maintained straight A's. 

For us, this request from Logan became a lesson in 

“walking the talk”. Over the years our family has had 

many conversations about the importance of 

demonstrating love to a hurting world. After all, how 

could anyone be a part of First Methodist Church and 

not let that message be an integral part of your very 

fabric?  Reinhard and I felt we had a shared 

responsibility to do more than just write a check--so we 

told Logan that yes, he could move in. 

The relief on Logan's face was profound. I showed him 

to his new room. He stood there staring at the bed and 

asked if he could sit on it. I told him it was “his” bed 

now. So he sat down, ran his hand over the coverlet and 

then said: “I had almost forgotten what it's like to lie on 

a comfortable bed” making me realize how much I take 

for granted.

In April Logan moved in our home, and we established 

some house rules for daily living. We all discussed what 

Logan would call us. For years Logan addressed me as 

Mama Z, so it seemed only fitting that he call Reinhard, 

Papa Z. Our three children quickly embraced him and 

handed him a drying towel after each dinner.

Because we have always shown affection, Logan 

immediately became one more hug before bedtime. I 

remember one night in particular. Reinhard and I had 

already turned in when Logan tapped on the door to say 

goodnight. He shook Reinhard's hand and came around 

to hug me. Reinhard amusedly exclaimed, “You know 

Logan, Erik always gives me a goodnight kiss on the 

cheek, which sent Logan flying to the other side of the 

bed and my yelling, “This is ridiculous!” On his way 

out, he stopped at the doorway, looked back at us, and 

said, “You know, I always did want to sleep in the 

middle.” I think at that point I flung my pillow at him.

Shortly after Logan moved in, he faced a couple of 

challenges. He went to the dentist for the first time in 

years and discovered that he needed eleven fillings, two 

root canals and two crowns. I told my friend and 

neighbor about the new addition to our family and his 

dental issues. Within a week she called me and said, 

“My brother wants to help Logan.” Yes, as it turns out, 

my friend's brother is a local dentist, and the next day 

Logan was in his office receiving all the dental care he 

needed-- pro-bono. In between other patients' fillings, 

crowns, and dental hygiene, Logan entertained the staff 

with his stand-up comedy! Logan could finally eat 

without pain and he's been SMILING A LOT MORE 

thanks to this generous dentist. As I told Logan at every 

opportunity: God was looking out for him and wanted 

good things for him.

Logan was also concerned about how to pay for college. 

He received quite a bit of scholarship money from 

Cabrini but even with all his savings, he was still $4,000 

short. This was just another opportunity for God to show 

us how we need to just have faith. But, I have to admit, I 

was saying this as much for me as for him, since we 

would be paying three tuitions at the same time in 

Continued on next page
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LIGHT HARBOR MINISTRY

In 2016 the Director of Activities, Maria Gommel, 

contacted the Light Harbor Ministry about coming to 

Avista Healthcare in Cherry Hill, NJ to do a church 

service. We decided to serve the facility for a few 

months and after many months of prayer are taking a 

leap of faith that the Lord will provide us with enough 

people to handle both locations, Mt. Laurel Center and 

Avista Healthcare. 

Each second Sunday we visit Avista Healthcare in 

Cherry Hill and third Sunday we visit Mt. Laurel Center 

for a 2:30 PM church service every month. We are in 

need of some more musicians & singers to lead the 

residents in song, and anyone who likes to read scripture 

or share some time with others.

We ask that you keep our senior citizens who are 

housebound or in nursing homes, assisted living, health 

and rehab facilities, and hospitals in your prayers. Many 

have no family or friends to visit them. If you have an 

aunt, uncle, grandparent, or friend living alone or at one 

of these facilities please take the time to visit, call, or 

write. You have no idea how much joy and happiness 

you will bring.

All of us at Light Harbor Ministry wish to thank you for 

supporting our ministry and pray that you take time to 

reflect during the Lenten Season.

The Easter basket in the Narthex has names of 

residents from Avista Healthcare who have little or 

no family to share the holiday with this Easter. If you 

are interested in purchasing an Easter bag/box for 

one of the residents please select an egg from the 

basket; write your name and phone number in the 

space with your egg's name so that we may contact 

you if you forget to return the bag/box by Palm 

Sunday, April 9, 2017.  Please remember to mark 

your bag/box with the name and number listed on 

the egg and enjoy shopping.

Suggested items that may be purchased for the 

bag/box are shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, baby 

powder, body lotion, hand lotion, bar of soap, hair 

brush, comb, hair bands etc., socks, scarves, and 

playing cards. If you feel the need to purchase candy 

make it sugar free. If you have any questions please 

call Linda Wanagas at 856-273-1298.

* * * * * * *

MOORESTOWN COMMUNITY 

BAND CONCERT

You are invited to attend A Musical Rainbow Concert 

presented by The Moorestown Community Band, 

conducted by L. Bruce Smith.  This FREE concert will 

be held on Friday, April 7 at 7:30 pm in the William 

Allen Middle School, N. Stanwick Rd., Moorestown.  

The Concert Band will play a varied program of 

popular, classical, Broadway, foreign, and patriotic 

music as well as a few tunes that will feature some of 

our musicians as soloists.  In addition, our Jazz Band 

will perform a special medley of Glenn Miller's 

favorites, some Brazilian samba music, and a surprise 

guest soloist will be featured in Cy Coleman's “The Best 

is Yet to Come.”  Please come and bring your friends to 

hear a concert guaranteed to lift your spirits and cast off 

that stress and tension.  We hope to see you there.

August.  I sent out a letter to family and friends 

regarding Logan's need and within a short time-- and a 

lot of generosity--we had raised almost all of what he 

needed for his first year. The tangible love that God was 

demonstrating had a huge impact on Logan's once 

shattered faith.

I have had many endearing moments with Logan. I 

loved coming home from work and finding him there at 

the kitchen table, waiting to have a cup of tea. These tea 

times became like therapy sessions.  Logan needed 

someone to hear his story of growing up in a 

dysfunctional home. Reinhard also had a special role.  

You would have thought he was preparing Logan for a 

boardroom meeting with executives one day. From 

learning how to debate to fine-tuning his table manners, 

Logan has come a long way. (It did strike me as odd one 

night when we were out to dinner, and Logan was 

actually using a fork and knife to eat chicken wings.) 

Opportunities exist in your own inner circle. God gave 

us a chance to give this young man a new start. To date, 

Logan has maintained a grade point average of 4.0. And 

if I could share with you my own personal return on 

investment, it would probably be summed up in the 

words he wrote in his Mother's Day card to me: “Thank 

you for making me feel like I fit in somewhere for the 

first time in my life.” The gift has truly been ours, and 

the Zapfes could not imagine life without Logan.

Faith Notes, continued
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April Youth News

Welcome Parents & Youth!  Happy April!  He is Alive!!

Jr. & Sr. High meet every Sunday night from 7:00-8:30pm downstairs, below Fellowship Hall, in the youth rooms. All Jr. & 

Sr. High students are invited to join us.

Bible Study every Wednesday night from 6:00pm-8:00pm. This includes dinner (Fellowship Hall) and study (Sr. High room). 

Food donations and help with food preparation are always appreciated. 

We are practicing for the “Live Passion”. If you would like to be in the Live Passion, please come out to practice. The 

Passion will come to life on April 12th (Wednesday of Holy Week).

WE NEED MORE YOUTH TO BE IN OUR PRESENTATION - BE A PART OF THE GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD AND BE BLESSED!

Rummage Sale
   

April 5 - April 6

6pm - 8:30pm
   

LOCATION: Fellowship Hall

The Rummage is coming!! This is one of our biggest fundraisers. Mark your calendars!

Live Passion
   

April 12

6pm - 8:30pm
   

LOCATION: First United Methodist Church

Mark your calendars! Take a walk through the Stations of the Cross and remember what 

Jesus did for you. 
   

Our Youth will participate in this presentation of the greatest story ever told!  Stay tuned - 

more information will follow.

Alice McHale is a creative, kind, and young member of First United Methodist Church. She is involved in many church 

activities including; Bible Study, Sunday School, and Youth Group. She started attending Youth Group in 7th grade because 

her brother Aedan McHale attends and she had heard how much fun it is. She says she likes coming to Youth Group 

because of a communal feeling she has when attending, as well as the worship, and the family environment. She did also 

say how she likes all the mission trips, retreats, and day trips we attend. Volunteering is also a big part of her church 

activities, she volunteers in a Sunday School classroom, the Rummage Sale, Vacation Bible School, and the Mother's Day 

musical. As you can see Alice is a very active member of our church and is open to any other activities coming her way in the 

future. Attending mission trips, she says, “has ignited this feeling of needing to serve”. 
   

She really enjoys helping people and has an aptitude for it. Outside of church Alice takes part in school plays and spring 

track. Alice is very busy but somehow has the time for it all, and we are lucky to have her be a part of our youth group. 

Articles & interviews by our StudentServe Leadership Team:
   

by: Steph Maines

Continued on next page
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Youth News, continued

Five Things Your Kids Need to Know About Forgiveness

Jim Liebelt -HomeWord.com

As adults, we know that forgiving someone who has hurt us can be extremely difficult. Kids are no different. 

They struggle with forgiveness too. Yet God calls us to forgive others, as a way of life; forgiving others just as 

He has forgiven us. Parents are key to the process of teaching kids about what forgiveness means and looks 

like.

Modeling forgiveness for your kids is an important place to start. You can be sure that your kids are watching 

you to see how you handle situations when you are hurt---and when you hurt others. What messages are you 

sending your kids about forgiveness?

Additionally, your kids need to know that forgiveness is more than saying the words, “I forgive you.”

Here are five things your kids need to know about forgiveness:

1. Forgiveness means letting go of real hurts inflicted by others. We like to say, “forgive and forget.” But 

while the “forget” part sounds nice, forgiving does not primarily mean forgetting. It means letting go of 

the past hurt that someone has inflicted on you. Forgiveness does not make the offense against you okay, 

but it transfers the weight of dealing with the offense from you to God.

2. God forgives unconditionally. 1 John 1:9 reads, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 

forgive us our sins...” Notice it doesn't read, “If we confess our sins, get our act together, and never sin 

again, He will forgive our sins.” God forgives completely through Christ's sacrifice on the cross. His offer 

to forgive extends to everyone, every sin, every time.

3. God makes the first move toward us in forgiving. God doesn't wait around until we are sorry. Romans 5:8 

reads, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

Now that's good news!

4. God wants us to forgive others just as He has forgiven us. God freely grants us forgiveness through Jesus 

Christ---and we are to follow God's example and extend forgiveness to others. Colossians 3:13 reads, 

“Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you have against one another. Forgive as the Lord 

forgave you.”

5. Forgiveness is a choice. God commands us to forgive. Forgiveness is an act of the will. We can choose to 

forgive. When we do, we leave the past behind, choose not to be bitter, give up seeking revenge, allow 

God to deal with the offender, and do our best to let go of the pain and consequences of the hurt we've 

suffered.
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