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Christmas Events
35th Annual
Community-Sing
HANDEL'S MESSIAH

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Saturday, December 24th
6:00 PM
8:00 PM
10:30 PM
11:00 PM

Sunday, December 4th
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Family Service
Christmas Praise with Carols and
Candle Lighting Service
Christmas Bells and Brass Ensemble
Traditional Christmas Eve Service
with Candle Lighting and Carols

Come and experience this beloved Oratorio by
singing the choruses and solos with hundreds
of others who have come to cherish this yearly,
unique, audience participation event.
See pgs. 2 & 5 for more information

CHRISTMAS DAY
Sunday, December 25th

CHRISTMAS HOUSE TOUR
AND NATIVITY DISPLAY

19th ANNUAL
HOLIDAY
REMEMBRANCE
SERVICE
A Celebration of Quiet Joy

Sunday, December 4th,
12:30 - 4:00 pm

Sunday, December 11th
3:00 p.m. in the Chapel

Join us for the 2nd year of our new tradition,
our very own FUMC Christmas House Tour!

See pg. 2 for more information

10:00 AM

One service of worship

See pg. 7 for more information

CHRISTMAS MUSIC SERVICE
“SEASON OF JOY” - A Celtic Celebration
Sunday, December 11th, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.
A service of music presented by the Singers and Instrumentalists of First United Methodist Church, Moorestown.
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THE 19TH ANNUAL
HOLIDAY REMEMBRANCE
SERVICE
A Celebration of Quiet Joy

WHAT IS THIS
“MESSIAH-SING” ANYWAY?
It's like a hymn-sing, only to music by Handel. Handel's
Messiah is a cantata which tells the story of
humankind's redemption by our Saviour using selected
scripture from the Old and New Testaments set to
uplifting and memorable music. The very famous
“Hallelujah Chorus” is part of Handel's Messiah. There
are several interesting things which make this church's
Messiah-Sing unique. Every person who attends is
welcome to sing as much or as little as they feel
comfortable - even the parts which are supposed to be
sung by a soloist. (There aren't any featured soloists).
We don't rehearse or stop and “correct” anything - we
just sing, and we sing almost the whole oratorio. Plus,
there is a wonderful time of fellowship and refreshment
during the 45-minute intermission. It has to be
experienced. Come and bring someone with you.

For those of us who have lost loved ones, the holidays
can be a stressful time. Yet they can also bring some
beautiful memories.
On Sunday, December 11th at 3 p.m., you are invited to
a special event in our chapel. This Remembrance
Service is for bereaved families to share memories and
celebrate the life of a loved one(s).
With the leadership and guidance from Pastors Richard
& HeyYoung, we welcome the community to our
nineteenth annual service.
We ask that each
family/person bring a candle in a holder to light and
place at the altar.
A reception will be held following the service with
refreshments provided. Nursery care will also be
available. For more information, please contact the
church office (856-235-0450).

***
Halleluiah! Halleluiah!
The 35th Annual Community Sing of Handel's Messiah
will be held on Sunday, Dec. 4th, 5:00-8:00 p.m. here at
1st UMC. For many in our congregation and visitors to
our church, this is the “kick off” to their holiday season

Dec. 2nd
Dec. 3rd
Dec. 4th
Dec. 4th
Dec. 5th
Dec. 7th
Dec. 7th
Dec. 11th
Dec. 11th
Dec. 11th
Dec. 11th
Dec. 13th
Dec. 13th
Dec. 17th
Dec. 18th
Dec. 18th
Dec. 21st
Dec. 24th
Dec. 25th
Dec. 26-27
Dec. 27th
Dec. 29th
Dec. 31st

The Music Committee is looking for volunteers who are
willing to help set up trays of sandwiches, clean up after
intermission, or donate a finger dessert to be served
during the intermission. Feeding the hundreds of
participants is a large task, and they could use your
donations of time and/or desserts. Cookies, brownies, or
any finger dessert that can be eaten without utensils
would help immensely. Just fill out the slip below and
leave it in the basket marked “Sing-In” in the narthex, or
contact the church office (235-0450). Thank you in
advance for your help! If you have any questions, call
Donna Banes, 856-952-3622.
___________________________ _________________
Printed Name
Phone number
I will:
Bake/bring_____________________________________
__________________

Help with set-up or clean-up______________________
(set-up/clean-up and best time)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Grounds for Good - 8:00-11:00pm
Adult Fellowship at Marco's - Noon
House Tour&Nativity display-12:30-4pm
35th Annual Messiah-Sing -5:00-8:00pm
Chick-fil-A fundraiser - 5:00-8:30pm
Caroling at Avista Healthcare - 10:30am
UMW Christmas Tea & Auction-11:00am
Christmas Musical - 9:30 & 11:00am
First Friends Open House - 1 - 3:30pm
Light Harbor at Avista - 2:30pm
Remembrance Service - 3:00pm
The Serving Plate - 5:00pm
Church Council - 7:00pm
Eyes of Our Hearts breakfast - 7:00am
Men's Breakfast - 7:45am
Light Harbor at Mt. Laurel Ctr - 2:30pm
Internat'l Women's Friendship Grp-10am
Christmas Eve services-6:00,8:00,11:00pm
Christmas Day, 1 worship service-10:00am
Church office closed
Crafts for Good - 7:00pm
Blood Drive-M'town Library-1:30-6:15pm
New Year's Eve service - 9:00pm

The Messenger
FROM THE DIRECTOR
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that can never
perish, spoil or fade.” ~1 Peter 1:3-4
Once again I am reminded that in order to celebrate
Christ's birth we must recognize that he lived, died and
rose again. Christ's birth was the beginning of a
celebration that should continue everyday not just one
day. I believe when God sent his son to make his earthly
appearance he was showing us that there was a better
way to live, a way that would keep us close to him.

WINTER MISSION ADVENTURE 2016-17
Dear Friends,
The Christian Education Department's annual “WINTER
MISSION ADVENTURE” is beginning a bit early this
year. We will begin our “Adventure” in December by
supporting Hopeworks in Camden, NJ. (Usually we
begin our projects in January.)

My prayer for you this Christmas is that your
celebration does not begin to fade on December 26th but
continues everyday in the form of Christ-like living. Let
the gift this year to yourself be a commitment to truly
CELEBRATE daily the life that God continues to offer
you.

Beginning December 4th through December 25th, you
are invited to “Fill-the-Crib”. Hopeworks supports
young mothers and is in need of baby supplies. This
December the program will be helping a young mother
who is having a baby boy in February. Items needed
include diapers, onesies, baby clothes, crib sheets,
blankets etc. Please consider helping to support our
December “Winter Mission Adventure.” The Crib is
located in the Education Lobby by the Elevator.

May God grant you a year full of Celebrations!
Sincerely,
Karen Murray, DCE

As we look to the New Year, our January adventure will
be “Blessing Bags” for Seeds of Hope in Camden and
our February one will be “Spring Cleaning Supplies” for
the Neighborhood Center in Camden. Lastly we will be
raising money through our annual “Coins for Cancer”
drive in March. Details on the remaining “adventures”
will be available, as the months get closer.

Education Department Announcements
December 5th - Christian Education Volunteer Teacher
& Staff & Family Christmas Party, 6:30-8:30pm,
Fellowship Hall. Please bring an appetizer or dessert to
share.

For more information on this “adventure” or any others
please contact Ceciley Binegar, Education Chairperson
at ccbinegar@gmail.com.

December 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd - Thursday Youth
Group (K-6th grade)
No Sunday School on December 25th. Nursery Care
will be provided for children up to age 5. There will be
one Worship Service at 10:00am.

~Thank you for your Support,
Karen Murray, DCE

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
If you would like to use your mobile
device to make an electronic donation
to FUMC Moorestown, just scan this
QR code and you'll be connected to
our mobile giving page!

First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.
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places. We can see Jesus doing this from the moment of
His birth. Luke tells of shepherds being prompted by
angels into gathering around the child in the manger.
Matthew has his story of the three wise men coming
from afar with gifts to honor the newborn king. Luke
describes an old man and an old woman, Simeon and
Anna, paying their respects to the Christ Child when he
was carried to the temple in Jerusalem. There are many
ways we can continue to work with our community as
well, in honoring Jesus in all that we do.

Christmas is love - how often do we hear that? This
poem by Barbara Rainey, I think, says it well:
“Christmas is about Love.
For God is Love,
unchanging, everlasting, abounding, steadfast love that
never ceases. Love beyond comprehension, enduring
forever. He set His heart in love on me. Great in love.
Rich in kindness. Rich in patience toward us. Love
never fails.”
Growing up in the Midwest was, I think, a bit different
than in New Jersey. I honestly do not remember a
Christmas without snow, ice skating, and sledding. The
lifestyle was probably a bit more laid back. However,
the excitement of Christmas coming soon surrounded
us, just as I think it did to children in other parts of our
country. We also felt the love of Jesus, even more
during this time of year.

I will leave you with some thoughts:
“And when we give each other Christmas gifts in His
name, let us remember that He has given us the sun and
the moon and the stars, and the earth with its forests and
mountains and oceans, and all that lives and moves upon
them.” Sigrid Undset, a 1928 Nobel Prize winner.

There always has been, of course, some sadness during
this season. The knowledge that Jesus is with us in our
joyous and challenging times, hopefully, provides much
comfort. The Gospels show us over and over again that
Jesus loves us so much, with a genuine love. In Romans
5:6-11, and 8:1-4, we learn that God showed His
powerful love by sending his Son across the gap to be
with us.

“God is here. This truth should fill our lives, and every
Christmas should be for us a new and special meeting
with God, when we allow His light and grace to enter
deep into our soul.” Josemaria Escriva, Christian priest
Children, of course, have their own interpretations of the
Christmas story. Here is one of my favorites:
A Sunday School teacher asked her class: “What
was Jesus' mother's name?”
One child answered: “Mary.”
The teacher then asked: “Who knows what Jesus'
father's name was ?”
Another child answered: “Verge”.
Confused, the teacher asked: “Where did you learn
that?”
The child said: “Well, you know they are always
talking about Verge n' Mary.”

Gerald O'Collins, a professor of theology at a university
in Rome, Italy, shares some thoughts about Jesus' love
in the community. He says that just as Jesus is present
with us, we should be present around those we love. He
says that God was not merely giving presents, but the
constant presence of His Son.
A class of third grade students was discussing the
Christmas story.
One young man shared his
interpretation: “There were people waiting by a window
for years and years. And God promised to send a
Savior. And He sent us Jesus. He was born in a magical
stable instead of a house because there wasn't any room
left for Jesus and his parents.” This same young man
elaborated: “Jesus is a very special person to some
people, because He was the one who made the animals
and people. He made all kinds of stuff, and some people
are happy about that.”

God bless you all this Christmas season, as we work to
continually improve the love in our communities as we
go about our daily walk with God.
Kathy Appleton
Lay Leader

We are constantly talking about a sense of community,
in our church family, in our towns, and in our work
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35th ANNUAL COMMUNITY-SING
HANDEL

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 4, 2016
5:00 p.m. TO 8:00 p.m.
GLENN RODGERS
Director
JOSEPH RUSSELL
Organist

CHORUSES AND SOLOS
TO BE SUNG BY
THE GATHERED COMMUNITY

Free-will Offering
Light Refreshments Served
Child Care Provided

First United Methodist Church
Camden Ave. at Pleasant Valley Ave.
Moorestown, New Jersey
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ANGEL TREE

HELP FILL OUR
MITTEN TREE

Please be on the lookout for this year's Angel Tree,
which will be displayed on the narthex bulletin board.
The recipient of donations will be the Neighborhood
Center in Camden. The donations will provide items for
a “holiday store”, allowing parents to “shop” for gifts
for their children. Like last year, we will be looking for:
1. Donations of toys, games, and books for specific age
groups
2. Wrapping supplies: paper, gift bags, and bows
3. Volunteers to help set up the “store” on Dec. 20
(afternoon) and Dec. 21 (morning).
4. Volunteers to help at the “store” Dec. 21 (4-7p.m.)

There's still time to help with our collection of gloves,
mittens, hats & scarves to help those in need in our
communities to stay warm this winter. Helping is easy!
The “Mitten Tree” will be in the Sunday School lobby
(by the elevator) through Monday, Dec. 12th. All items
will be donated to Emergency Services of Burlington
County. The forecast is for frequent winter storms this
year - imagine facing that without hats and gloves!
Please help us to help those who might face such a
winter. Together we can make a big difference.
*******

Please look for sign-ups for both the donations and to
help at the Center, beginning Sunday, November 27.
Thank you! Any questions, please contact Norma
Wright 609-932-3428 or nccav@aol.com.

ADOPT-A-FAMILY
PROGRAM
Once again First UMC will be providing Christmas help
to families in need. If you or your family/group wish to
help a needy family with Christmas, please contact Joan
Flamini in the church office, 856-235-0450 or
joan@meetwithGod.com. Thank you!

*******
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS
WITH OUR LIGHT HARBOR MINISTRY
December is a busy time for our Light Harbor Ministry
and we have many opportunities for you to be involved.
You may:
• Purchase a special gift from our Christmas stocking
for a resident with no close family or friends at
either the Avista Healthcare or Mt. Laurel Center
• Join us for Christmas caroling at Avista on
Wednesday, December 7th at 10:30 am.
• Participate in our Lessons and Carols Service on
Sunday, December 11th at Avista and/or Sunday,
December 18th at Mt. Laurel Center, both at 2:30
pm.
Look for more details in the weekly bulletins or call
Linda Wanagas at 856-273-1298.

*******
Baptisms:
James Anthony Chigounis
on October 30, 2016; son of
Andrew & Kathleen Chigounis
Olivia Grace Marsallo
on November 6, 2016; daughter of
Matthew & Courtney Marsallo
Rylan David Wade
on November 13, 2016; son of
Joshua & Maureen Wade
Cristhian David Mertz
on November 13, 2016; son of
Michael & Evelyn Mertz

During this holiday season, we ask that you keep our
senior citizens in nursing homes, assisted living, health
and rehab facilities and hospitals in your prayers. Many
have no family or friends to visit them. If you have an
aunt, uncle, grandparent, or friend living alone or at one
of these facilities please take the time to visit, call or
write. You have no idea how much joy and happiness
you will bring.

Weddings:
Gabrielle Daley &
Michael Clawges on
November 5, 2016

All of us at Light Harbor Ministry wish to thank you for
supporting our ministry and pray you have a Christmas
season filled with joy and peace.

Deaths:
Janice Ebert
on November 13, 2016
Page 6

The Messenger

ANNUAL FUMC CHRISTMAS HOUSE TOUR
and
NATIVITY DISPLAY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4th, 12:30-4:00 p.m.

Tickets can be purchased ahead using the form below, or that day in the Heritage Room from 12:30-4:00.
Our house tour will begin or end in the Heritage Room with Christmas snacks and refreshments.
Come join your church family at our very own FUMC Christmas House Tour! This is a chance for us to
enjoy a time of fellowship with each other, while seeing how some of our church family decorate for
Christmas. We've encouraged our volunteers who are opening their homes to decorate as they normally
would, not to feel the pressure to go “over the top”! We want this to be a joyous time of celebration for all!
Do you have a special nativity from around the world or a nativity that has special meaning? If you would
like to share your nativity, please drop it off, along with a short history or story about it, during the week of
November 28th - December 2nd, to the First Light preschool office between 9am and 3pm. If you can't make
it during those times, please call Devika Gill, 856-313-8679, to arrange a different time.
We hope you'll join us Sunday, December 4th, from 12:30 - 4:00 p.m. and kick-off the holiday season.
Homes being toured are Norma and Bill Wright, Melissa and Brian O'Donnell, Carol and Jay Taylor and Deb
and Steve Feerrar.
Money raised will go towards the mortgage.
If you would like to volunteer as a house hostess, please call or email Lisa Kulp, 609-707-4705,
trklkk@comcast.net.
Please call Lisa Kulp, 609-707-4705 or Devika Gill, 856-313-8679 with questions.

CHRISTMAS HOUSE TOUR
AND NATIVITY DISPLAY
Ticket order

Name __________________________________________________________________________________
Number of Tickets ($12 per person) ________________________________ (please attach cash or check)
Forms may be given to Lisa Kulp or Devika Gill, or put in the box on the Welcome Center in the narthex,
or mailed to First United Methodist Church, 446 Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
Checks should be made out to First United Methodist Church, and memoed “House Tour”
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FAITH NOTES
How God Is at Work in Our Lives
This month - Judi Angelow
Thursday while in the hospital she laid her head on my
chest and said “I am so tired and I want to go home.” I
assured her it was ok to go even though my heart would
break into a million pieces. She said to me “Promise me
you will find your Best friend... He is by your side.” I
promised her I would.

I want to call my testimony Full Circle.
I will tell you things that have happened to me not for a
wow factor or for you to feel bad for me. Everything
that has happened to me has made me who I am today
and I embrace all of them. Everything that happens to
you molds you as a person. Now I am not saying it is
ok to give into your temptations. We need to check
them at the first thought. Do not give in to the next step.
Rely on your faith to give you strength.

WELL... my Mom was gone and my heart would never
be the same. So I thought. I sang at her funeral because
that was what she asked me to do...I forgot about my
promise and all I wanted to do was to be with her. So
deeply depressed I attempted to take my life. I missed
her more than life. He and her knew there was a plan
for me. I just needed to listen. GOD was not ready for
me.

I was raised a strict Baptist. Went to church 3 times on
Sunday and prayer meeting on Wednesday. I loved
church and all that went along with it. I settled in. I
was involved. Missions, choir, youth group etc. I loved
the Lord, scripture and fellowship. Mom and Dad were
proud.

Fast forward still thinking I was in control I thought that
if I self medicated, my pain would be gone. So drunk
and high on cocaine God intervened again. I was on my
way out. Yet even in that state my Lord gave me a way
to save my life. I conceived my saving grace. You all
know her well. One would think my eyes would have
been opened. Nope.

Adolescence? I got this. I can do what I want. Life is
fun. I LOST MY WAY. The world is more fun. But I
found out they brought on so many more challenges and
we're not so forgiving. Mom and Dad not so proud.
They still prayed for me cause they knew what my core
being was. This is the reason why prayer is so
important. It has to be intentional.

Now I had the child and still my eyes were not focused
on God...I found myself still drowning my sorrows in
alcohol and found myself in a situation. I was raped.
Yet He was still by my side. Again he protected me but
not before showing me yet another lesson. Did I listen?
NO.

So all I ever wanted was 2 kids and the white picket
fence. 2 marriages later I found myself in an abusive
alcoholic relationship. Battered and bruised from head
to toe. Still I lost sight of God. He was always by my
side. Being in this place allowed me to take care of my
dying grandparents cause now I was divorced and living
back with my parents. Still no husband or child.

It took 12 years to wake up. Even though I spat in his
face and denounced his name even while He carried me.
YOUR testimony is so important. Doug Hamilton told
me at a softball tournament of TPP and 1st UMC. We
attended church. Synclaire attended TPP. Accepted the
Lord as her savior. The rest is history. She attended
Chrysalis and me Emmaus which was encouraged by
Dee Dee Langshaw who also saw our core beings.

So let's fast forward to 1995...mom had a 5 bypass
surgery and my grandfather died that day. I was there to
care for my grandmother and my mother. Fast forward
to November of 2000. Mom diagnosed with cancer and
on a Tuesday went to the doctor and by Thursday she
was sent home to hospice and by Wednesday she left
my life. Let me tell you about my dear Mother. She
was Mother Theresa and very charismatic. She loved
the Lord. She saw Jesus in everyone. And he was her
best friend.

My mom told me to hold on to your friends. You...the
church are my friends. You have my back. You are the
missionaries that I want to know. You all embraced me
Continued on next page
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Faith Notes, continued

WORSHIP
IS OUR THING

and supported me. I would not be here if it were not for
you and I love you all. So share your faith. You do not
need to shout it out. You do not need to tell people of
your faith every time you see them. Be you. Show
them the love of Jesus. Then when they ask why you
are different...tell them about your best friend.

Have
you ever wondered how the Communion
Elements “appear” at the rail on Communion Sundays?
Do you ask yourself where the beautiful altar flowers,
banners, and Sanctuary decorations come from? How
about the fact that the pews are always tidied up, prayer
request cards are available, and the candles are filled
with oil. How do the greeters, ushers and acolytes get
scheduled? Who's the person at the sound board this
week? Who looks after Memorial monies? Who
coordinates weddings so that they are organized and run
smoothly?

I have come full circle.
I love the Lord. I do not have the husband but I have
found my best friend and I have Synclaire. I have kept
my promise to my MOTHER. Jesus rules my life and
HIS grace is sufficient. I love my church. I have a fire
inside of me and never want to let it burn out. My mom
is my angel and God has his hand on my life and now I
am listening.

Well, these things and more are overseen by Your
Worship Committee - a group of wonderful folks who
are dedicated to making our Worship Services the best
they can be. We LOVE to worship God and it is our
desire to provide all our congregants with a truly
worshipful experience here at FUMC.

Share your faith. You never know when it will make a
difference. I URGE YOU...Settle in.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding...in all your ways submit to
Him and he will direct your path. Guess whose favorite
verse that was.

So, why am I telling you this? Well, after many years of
service and for various reasons some of our coordinators
need to step down from their Areas of Ministry within
the Worship Committee. We are currently in need of 2
(or 3) new Sanctuary Decoration Coordinators, a Banner
Coordinator, and someone to oversee our Communion
Stewards. These “jobs” can be done as your personal
schedule allows, but we do hope you will join us at our
Worship Committee meetings on the third Tuesday of
the month to let us know how everything is working out,
or if there is anything that you need. All current
coordinators will be happy to “show you the ropes” of
their Area of Ministry.

I am Judi Angelow and this is my faith testimony.
*******
MIRIAM CIRCLE
Our Christmas Tea and Auction
is coming up
December 7, 2016
11:00 A.M.
in Fellowship Hall.

If you are looking for a place to serve in your church,
please consider becoming a part of this fun and fulfilling
team. We would be thrilled to have you!!

All Ladies in the church are invited.
Tickets are $8.00
These can be purchased from:
Barbara Dapper
Janet Ash
Fay Ferris

Please call Sue Harris (Chair of Worship) at 856-2346906 if you are interested or have any questions.
Let us Worship the Lord together!!
Sue Harris

Please bring items to be auctioned off,
including any baked goods.
It is a wonderful time of fun and fellowship!
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GROUNDS FOR GOOD
Friday, December 2nd
Get into the Christmas spirit at Grounds for
Good Coffee House on Friday, December 2 in
Fellowship Hall. Live music will be provided by local
favorites the Jersey Boomers. Bring your Christmas
shopping list, as the evening will feature a display of
clay artworks and affordably-priced jewelry handcrafted by Amy Block. Admission and hot beverages
are FREE, with delicious homemade goodies available
for purchase. Proceeds and donations will benefit ARC
of Burlington County, enriching the lives of children and
adults with developmental disabilities. Doors will open
at 7:30 pm, with music kicking off at 8. We hope to see
you then!

BLOOD DRIVE
Thursday, December 29th
It's the season of giving, and many of us are searching
for ways to give personal, meaningful gifts to reflect the
perfect gift we received in Jesus Christ. This Christmas
season, why not consider giving the gift of life by
donating blood for someone in need? Our next Red
Cross Blood Drive will be on Thursday, December 29 at
the Moorestown Library, 111 West Second St.
Appointments are available from 1:30 until 6:15. To
make an appointment, please contact Jen Dunne
Appleton at jendunne1@gmail.com or 856-979-6329 or
sign up online at redcrossblood.org. Thank you!

Christmas Chancel Flowers
Our sanctuary will once again be decorated with poinsettias for Christmas. If you would like to make a
donation toward the cost of a plant, in memory or in honor of a loved one, fill out the order form below.
Forms may be mailed or dropped off in the marked box in the church office. There are 3 choices:
6 1/2″ plant with one Poinsettia ___________ $6.00 per plant
7″ plant with two Poinsettias ____________ $10.00 per plant
8″ plant with three Poinsettias ___________ $15.00 per plant
Name of Donor (Please print clearly) __________________________________________________________
( ) In Memory of: _________________________________________________________________________
( ) In Honor of: __________________________________________________________________________
Make checks payable to:

First United Methodist Church
446 Camden Ave.
Moorestown, NJ 08057

DEADLINE FOR ORDERS IS SUNDAY, DEC. 11, 2016
IMPORTANT! Please memo your check “Christmas flowers” and place in the marked box in the
church office or mail to the above address. Checks for flower orders should not include offerings and
should not be placed in the offering plate.
Flowers may be taken home after the 11:00 pm Christmas Eve service
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FIRST LIGHT EARLY LEARNING CENTER

What a whirlwind start to the school year we've had
here at First Light! Classrooms are decorated, closets
are stocked and teachers and children are excited to be
here. We're just finishing the end of our first few
months of school. Parents have gotten into the routine
of dropping off their children and children are feeling
comfortable saying goodbye. Of course, we still have
several who struggle with the notion that mom is
leaving, but will come back. We have many more who
give a hug and wave at the door, already looking in to
see what is planned for the day.
We started 11 years ago with less than 50 students and
we currently have 131 students. We started with one 2
1/2 Year old Class, two 3 Year Old Classes, and 2 Four
Year Old Classes, with 3 teachers, 3 assistants, one part
time office assistant and a director. We now have two 2
1/2 Year old Classes, four 3 Year Old Classes, and 3
Four Year Old Classes, and one Developmental
Kindergarten Class. We have 5 teachers, 7 assistants
and a director. We've increased our programming to
include Lunch Bunch and Enrichment Classes, always
looking to provide parents with more options in an
effort to meet the needs of more parents and students.
I'm sure there are members of our congregation who
have walked down our halls and peeked into the
classroom windows and wondered what was actually
going on in our classrooms. Our students and teachers
look busy and our hallways are filled with the
wonderful noise of happy children, but how do these
little ones spend their time here at First Light?
Teachers are following an age appropriate curriculum
that will prepare our children for the high expectations
of kindergarten. The curriculum in each of our classes
is different and builds upon what children learned the
previous year. Naturally, as the children get older, the
academic part of preschool increases. We start our day
with circle time, though it looks different in each class!
The little ones are learning to sit on the rug and not
touch their neighbors, while the 4 and 5 year olds are
sitting in an actual circle. Circle time starts with prayer
and includes attendance, weather, calendar, story time
and the daily lesson. Children work at tables through
out the morning, set up with fine motor activities
(puzzles, painting, coloring, writing or using

manipulatives). Each class attends chapel once a week,
where through songs we share our love of Jesus Christ.
We have a beautiful and safe playground and except in
bad weather, we use it daily. This really improves gross
motor skills, again getting our little ones ready for
school and sports.
Over the years we've offered opportunities for outreach
and have been just thrilled with the response from our
First Light families. Some of our outreach projects
include providing food for the week IHN is housed at
FUMC, a Bike-A-Thon to benefit JDRF (in support of
one of our former students with diabetes), donating to
Cell Phones for Soldiers, Operation Gratitude (donating
candy, toiletries, snacks and cards to soldiers), a Winter
Coat Drive, Donating to Salvation Army and
contributing to the MooreKids Christmas drive.
We've also been able to give back to FUMC over the
years. We have been able to pay back the initial startup
funds that were given to First Light. Over the last
several years we have made financial contributions that
have totaled close to $200,000!! This year, we'll pay for
the air conditioning project in Fellowship Hall. We also
make a quarterly financial donation. We have paid to
have painting done in the old Sunday School
classrooms, as well as the Heritage Room and hallways.
We have updated classroom furniture. We had the
landscaping at the entrance of the Education Building
done, along with fencing in the heating and cooling units
outside the doors of the Education Building. We
continue to maintain that area as well as the playground
area.
As our First Light community continues to share the
love of Jesus Christ with our students and their families,
we hope you'll keep us in your prayers.
Grace and Peace,
Devika Gill
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