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                          Rev. Richard Nichols, Pastor                      Rev. HeyYoung Horton, Associate Pastor      

        Glenn Rodgers, Director of Music       Karen Murray, Director of Christian Education

         Kathy Clawges, Director of Youth           Doug Hamilton, Maintenance Coordinator 

Devika Gill, Director of First Light Learning Center 
   

Join us for Worship - Saturday 5:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am

Visit us on the Web at:  www.meetwithGod.com  -or-  Email us at: church@meetwithGod.com

HHHHoooollllyyyy    WWWWeeeeeeeekkkk    &&&& EEEEaaaasssstttteeeerrrr SSSScccchhhheeeedddduuuulllleeee

A SPECIAL INVITATION

Holy Week, of all the seasons of the year, is the time 

when people in our American culture are most open to 

hear the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Many people are 

simply waiting for an invitation.  Please pray for your 

family, neighbors, coworkers and friends and consider 

giving them a personal invitation to worship with you 

this Easter.

Palm Sunday, March 20th:

8:30 a.m. Early Worship - in the Chapel

9:30 a.m. Contemporary Praise and Worship - 

Celebrating our Lord's triumphant entry into the city of 

Jerusalem at the beginning of Holy Week.

11:00 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship - With 

processions of praise and the great hymns of the season 

we remember Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem and the 

greeting that he received from those who placed palms in 

his path.

7:00 p.m. Palm Sunday Concert - Presented by the 

Adult Choir.  (See pg. 2 for more information)

Wednesday, March 23rd:

6:30 & 7:15 p.m.  Live Passion - Presented by the 

Youth.  (See pg. 2 for more information)

Holy Thursday, March 24th:

7:00 p.m. Special music & dramatic presentation 

by Jim Hughes titled “Gethsemane”.  Also a service of 

communion remembering Jesus' Last Supper with his 

disciples.

Good Friday, March 25th:

7:00 a.m. Good Friday Breakfast (See pg. 6 for 
more information)

     11a.m. - 5:30p.m. Stations of the Cross in the 

Sanctuary (See pg. 2 for more information)

Noon A 3 hour service on the words of Jesus on 

the cross,  with clergy from area churches. Trinity 

Episcopal, corner of Church & Main St., Moorestown.

7:00 p.m. A Tenebrae (meaning “shadow”) Service 

that uses the lighting and extinguishing of candles, 

music, scripture and dance to dramatize the fading Light 

of the World with the death of Christ on the Cross.

Easter Morning, March 27th:

   6:00 a.m.   Sunrise Service - Start the Day of 

Resurrection by gathering in the courtyard in a 

traditional sunrise service, anticipating the joy of the 

resurrection.  We will adjourn afterward to Fellowship 

Hall for a continental breakfast.  All are welcome.
   

   8:15 a.m.   Early Praise and Worship - Come to the 

Sanctuary, 15 minutes earlier than usual, to celebrate 

Easter.  Begin with praise songs and end with the 

Hallelujah Chorus led by our Adult Choir.
      

   9:30 a.m.   Easter Praise and Worship - The walls will 

resound in this service of contemporary praise in 

celebration of Easter.  We meet as usual in the 

Sanctuary.
      

   11:00 a.m.   Easter Worship - enriched with the music 

of a brass choir, the music of our Adult Choir, and the 

joyful singing of the timeless hymns of Easter.  Also 

meets in the Sanctuary.

Easter Vigil, March 26th:

5:30 p.m.   Worship Service - An 11 

year tradition, this service of waiting 

and hope is powerful preparation for 

Easter morning.



The Messenger

Page 2 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Mar. 4th World Day of Prayer-St.Matthew-9:30am

Mar. 4th Grounds for Good - 8:00 - 11:00pm

Mar. 5th Youth Spaghetti Dinner - 4:00 - 7:30pm

Mar. 7th Blood Drive - 1:30 - 6:15pm

Mar. 7th Chick-fil-A fundraiser - 5:00 - 8:30pm

Mar. 8th The Serving Plate - 5:00pm

Mar. 11th My Abba's Hands - 7:00 - 9:00pm

Mar. 12th Spring Work Day - 8:00am - 2:00pm

Mar. 12th My Abba's Hands - 9:00am - 3:00pm

Mar. 12th Miriam Circle - 10:00am

Mar. 13th Daylight Saving time begins

Mar. 13th Easter flower order deadline

Mar. 16th Internat'l Women's Friendship Grp-10am

Mar. 16th UMW Communion Service - 10:30am

Mar. 19th Eyes of Our Hearts breakfast - 7:15am

Mar. 19th Adult Fellowship - Noon

Mar. 20th Light Harbor - 2:30pm

Mar. 20th Palm Sunday Concert - 7:00pm

Mar. 23rd Live Passion Presentation-6:30 & 7:15pm

Mar. 24th Holy Thursday service - 7:00pm

Mar. 25th Good Friday Breakfast  - 7:00am

Mar. 25th Stations of the Cross - 11:00am - 5:30pm

Mar. 25th Community Good Fri. Svc-Trinity -Noon

Mar. 25th Tenebrae Service - 7:00pm

Mar. 26th Easter Vigil - 5:30pm

Mar. 27th Sunrise Service - 6:00am

Mar. 27th Easter Services - 8:15, 9:30, 11:00am

Mar. 28th Church office closed

Mar. 29th Crafts for Good - 7:00pm

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Friday, March 25th

11:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Come to the Sanctuary and spend some time at each 

station meditating on the pathway of Jesus' suffering 

and sacrifice.  It is by walking this way with Him that 

we may come to share in the glorious victory of His 

resurrection.

* * * * * * *

* * * * * * *

LIVE PASSION PRESENTATION

Wednesday, March 23rd

6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Come and experience the Stations of the Cross with live 

stations and narrators.  This is a time to reflect what 

Jesus did for all of us on the cross.  Sponsored by the 

Youth.  Admission is free - one walk will begin at 6:30 

p.m. and one at 7:15 p.m.  Be blessed!

PALM SUNDAY CHOIR CONCERT

Sunday, March 20th, 7:00 p.m.

The Seven Last Words of Christ

By Theodore Dubois

Adult Choir and soloists

with woodwinds, harp and organ

Glenn Rodgers, Music Director

This oft-performed oratorio evokes the emotion 

and drama of the heart-wrenching statements of 

Christ from the cross.  This performance is made 

possible through a bequest from the estate of 

Claire Regn, a long-time faithful member of the 

alto section in our choir.

* * * * * * *

CELEBRATE ST. PATRICK'S DAY 

WITH GROUNDS FOR GOOD

COFFEE HOUSE

It's the Grounds for Good event you've 

been waiting for all season!  Celebrate 

St. Patrick's Day with us on Friday, 

March 4.  Members of the church and 

the community will entertain the crowd with lively Irish 

music sure to get your toes tapping and your hands 

clapping!  As always, there will be an art display, free 

coffee and tea and delicious homemade goodies for sale.  

Admission is free.  We are thrilled to support North 

Camden Little League with this month's donations and 

proceeds.  North Camden Little League is a summer 

baseball program that has transformed Pyne Poynt Park 

from a hangout for drug dealers and addicts to a 

gathering place for nearly 450 kids and teens and their 

families.  Doors will open at 7:30, with music kicking 

off at 8.  We'll see you there!

* * * * * * *

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

First United Methodist Church is a community of faith 

committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a 

hurting world through words and actions.
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FFFFRRRROOOOMMMM    TTTTHHHHEEEE    DDDDIIIIRRRREEEECCCCTTTTOOOORRRR

OOOOFFFF    CCCCHHHHRRRRIIIISSSSTTTTIIIIAAAANNNN    EEEEDDDDUUUUCCCCAAAATTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

As many of you know I was very blessed to go to the Holy Land recently (January 26th-February 4th) with others from 

our church including Pastor HeyYoung, my husband, Bob, and my mother. It was a wonderful trip and one that is hard 

to comprehend. The reality of walking where Jesus walked, seeing the remnants of great Temples, visiting the oldest 

city in the world, Jericho, and sitting in the area known as “The Garden Tomb” truly bring the Bible to life. 

While there I felt very different emotions. The awe and wonder factor was definitely part of the trip but there was also a 

great sadness that I just could not shake. The sadness I think is because of the constant conflict that is in the obvious 

minds of the beautiful people. While visiting a family in Bethlehem we learned about how hemmed in they are by land 

borders because of their religious beliefs. This affects their workability, their schooling and their family relationships. 

Imagine you cannot go to visit a sick friend because they were taken to a hospital in Jerusalem just 3 miles away. 

We also heard a dialogue between a Jewish man and a Christian man and again what stood out for me was the lack of 

freedoms that the people endure. The Jewish man said, “God gave us this land so it is ours.” He said it with such 

authority like he owned it so all others should just leave.  While the Christian man said, “That's the real issue, when you 

follow Jesus you know that the land belongs to everyone.” It was obvious the constant struggle that lives with the 

people. Then you mix the desires of the Muslim people in and unfortunately you have a beautiful place, a place rich in 

history, a place spoken about in the Old Testament, the New Testament and the Koran, a place where peace seems off in 

the distance and yet this is where we want to find and experience God's perfect peace.

While there I did feel the presence of Christ and experience great joy while riding in a boat in the Sea of Galilee and 

getting my feet wet in the Dead Sea. Just knowing Jesus was truly there is hard to comprehend. Such Joy, such 

unspeakable Joy! I was also able to pen a few poems marking my experience. I hope you enjoy this one.

The Sandy Dirt

The Sandy Dirt, the Footprints of the past.

Those who walked before: The Disciples, the woman at the well, 

John's faithful followers, and the King of Kings.

The Sandy Dirt touched by the footprints of the past 

offering blessings in the future.

The trip truly was wonderful and I hope to go back again but my true heart's desire is for Peace. Peace in Jerusalem, 

Bethlehem, across Israel and of course Peace in the USA.

~Shalom,

Karen Murray, DCE

Important Dates:

• Soup & Study continues on Wednesdays at 6pm in Fellowship Hall.

• The Education Department's “Winter Mission Adventure” continues through March. We are collecting “Coins-for-

Cancer”.

• Thursday Afternoon Children's Youth Group meets at 4:30pm in Fellowship Hall. Children between the ages of 5 

& 6th grade are welcome.

• Confirmation Class - March 6th (9:30), March 14th (5:30), March 19th (Labyrinth), March 20th (11:00)
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FROM PASTOR HEYYOUNG

Just a few weeks ago, I returned to the Holy Land. I am 

so blessed as this was my 3rd visit to that sacred place in 

the last 5 years.

While many of the sites have become so familiar to me 

from my previous visits, many more remain that I have 

not yet walked. On this trip for the first time, I was able 

to climb the mountain of Herodium. As I climbed the 

muddy trail I was amazed by Herod's desire to make a 

mountain onto which he could build a secure palace. His 

desire was met but in the end it became only his burial 

place.  While on top of Mount Carmel, I pictured 

Elijah's battle against four hundred and fifty of Baal's 

prophets. 

It was an amazing feeling for me as we walked on the 

trail through the Valley of the Doves where Jesus 

probably walked when going to Galilee from Nazareth. 

It was all good, but the highlight of the trip for me was 

when we were given an opportunity to meet with the 

Christian families living in Bethlehem. It was such an 

honor to meet them. They told us how their families 

have been followers of Christ for generations. Unlike 

most of us, their ancestors did not receive the Good 

News from foreign missionaries, but Jesus himself. 

Since the time of Jesus, their ancestors have been living 

in the Bethlehem area, keeping the faith. They also 

shared how recently a concrete wall has been erected 

dividing their city and taking away their freedom to live 

peacefully in what they have considered their homeland 

for thousands of years. This new Bethlehem Wall is 26-

feet high making it twice as high as the former Berlin 

Wall. Just by touching it I got a sense of the suffering, 

oppression and hardship they are going through.  

Bethlehem is a small town. The people living there 

often traveled outside of their town to get work, medical 

attention and to visit family. This is no longer possible 

because of the wall erected around it separating then 

from the rest of the world. The citizens of Bethlehem 

are not allowed to cross to the other side of the wall 

without a permit, and permits are almost impossible to 

obtain. When our group was meeting some of the 

families living there one of them shared this experience. 

When his sister had given birth, she became sick. His 

mother could not go help her, because she did not have 

nor could get a permit to pass the wall. Even though it 

was less than 10 miles away this mother could not go 

and assist her own sick child or visit her new grandchild.

As I listened to their stories, I realized that none of these 

families complained about Israeli occupancy in the land, 

nor did they speak negatively about the Jews or 

Moslems. It became obvious to me that all they wanted 

was peace, that they can continue to live in their 

motherland. 

Before we departed one of our team members asked the 

Christian families of Bethlehem what could we do to 

help them? Their answer was simple, “please spread the 

word of our situation and make others aware of the 

situation here and pray for us!”

I promised them that I would spread the word and I am. 

Please add them to your prayer list. Pray for peace in 

Bethlehem, pray for peace in Jerusalem!

Ephesians 2:14 “For Christ himself has brought peace 

to us. He united Jews and Gentiles into one people 

when, in his own body on the cross, he broke down the 

wall of hostility that separated us”

I pray that Christ will break down the wall of Bethlehem 

and bring them peace.

I pray that Christ will break down hostility towards the 

Syrian and Iraqi refugees and bring them peace.

I pray that peace will overcome the evil in our world. 

I pray for peace for each of you! Christ is our peace! 

Amen!

Christ is our Peace!

* * * * * * *

SPRING WORK DAY

March 12th, 8am - 2pm

              Come out to support FUMC as we clean 

up/repair our church buildings, our property and our 

parsonages.  Skilled and unskilled alike; it has been said 

that many hands make light work.  Bring  your rakes, 

wheel barrows, tree trimmers and your kids.  This can be 

a fun family service event.  Lunch will be served to all 

volunteers.  Contacts:  Curt Diehl, Doug Hamilton, or 

John Halligan.
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RED CROSS

BLOOD DRIVE

Monday, March 7th

Blood isn't a favorite topic (or sight) for most people, 

but it is clearly special in God's sight.  God created our 

bodies with blood as our life force, and redeemed our 

souls through Jesus's blood.  Blood may not be pretty, 

but it is precious.   You can put God's gift of blood to 

good use by donating at our Red Cross Blood Drive on 

Monday, March 7.  Appointments are available from 

1:30 until 6:15.  Appointments are highly encouraged.  

Walk-ins will be taken only as time permits.  To make 

an appointment, sign up in the Narthex, visit 

redcrossblood.org or contact Jen Dunne Appleton 

jendunne1@gmail.com or 979-6329.  Thank you!

It's Here!!!!!
Missions Weekend
April 8, 9 & 10. 

Faith Promise Weekend

We welcome all of you to be a part and open your hearts 

and your eyes. So much to learn. So much to do. Let go 

and Let God speak to you. It is a beautiful thing to give 

of yourself. It brings all the love in your heart out. In 

order for you to give love you need to believe that you 

are the beloved one. I am a Methodist. We are 

Methodists. I love each and every one of you. You are 

all so special to me in so many ways. I am only with 

FUMC for 2 years now and I am so amazed every day 

just how wonderful you all are. You give and you 

support whether it be time, money, donations or simply 

praying for all that are involved in a mission. You are 

beloved and blessed! 

This year our youth will be involved. They are the future 

of the church and we need to lead them and show them 

options and give them the resources to make their 

decisions in their continued walk with the Lord. Our 

youth amazes me every day! They will be participating 

in a project to help our missionaries Bill & Brenda 

Antinore of Seeds of Hope in Camden, NJ along with 

our other missionaries from Young Life. It is important 

that we as a commission and as a congregation are 

involved as well.

A very special surprise!!! We will be hearing from NEW 

missionaries. This young couple has made the decision 

to pick up and follow the Lord's call into the mission 

field. You are going to get to hear 1st hand how God led 

them to this fantastic adventure. How exciting for us to 

be a part of their journey. I welcome all of you to be 

there! WHO IS IT you say……You will just have to 

come and see for yourself!

Blessing to all. Remember your support is how we 

support.

On behalf of Missions Commission,

Judi Angelow 

* * * * * * *

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

BEGINS MARCH 13th!

Don't forget to set your clocks ahead one hour 

before you go to sleep Saturday, March 12th!

* * * * * * *

ADULT FELLOWSHIP

“Alice Paul - New Jersey's Heroine for Equality”

Alice Paul was one of the most influential women in 

America, leading the final fight for women's suffrage 

and championing equal rights for women through most 

of the 20th century. Kris Myers will be our presenter. 

Kris speaks on Alice Paul throughout New Jersey and 

manages both the Alice Paul Institute and the NJ 

Women's History websites.

Come join with the Adult Fellowship on Saturday, 

March 19th. We will have a covered dish luncheon at 

noon in the Fellowship Hall. For reservations please call 

Betsy & Fred DeWitt, 856-779-8071 or Barbara Dapper, 

856-235-1765.  Please RSVP by Mar. 17th.

12:00 noon  Meeting & Greeting

12:25  Devotions -  J. Evans

12:45  Our Covered Dish Luncheon

Bring a friend and don't forget your place-settings and 

your appetite. Hope to see you there.  Mark it on your 

calendar right now!!
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EEEEaaaasssstttteeeerrrr    CCCChhhhaaaannnncccceeeellll    FFFFlllloooowwwweeeerrrrssss

Our sanctuary will once again be decorated with spring flowers to signify the glory of the Resurrection 

at Easter.  If you would like to make a donation towards the cost of a plant ($8.50), in memory or in 

honor of a loved one, fill out the order form below.  Forms may be mailed or dropped off in the 

marked box in the church office.

Number of plants  __________________________________________ ($8.50 per plant)

Name of Donor  ___________________________________________________________

(   ) In Memory of:  ________________________________________________________

(   ) In Honor of:  __________________________________________________________

DEADLINE FOR ORDERS IS SUNDAY, MARCH 13, 2016

IMPORTANT!  Please memo your check “Easter Flowers” and place in the marked box in the church 

office or mail to the above address.  Checks for flower orders should not include offerings and should not

be placed in the offering plate.  (If donations exceed the total charged by the florist, the extra amount will 

be used to support the Interfaith Hospitality Network of Burlington County.)

Make checks payable to: First United Methodist Church

446 Camden Ave.

Moorestown, NJ  08057

2016 CHURCH DIRECTORY

AVAILABLE SOON!

Be sure to pick up your copy of the 2016 Church 

Directory.  Starting the weekend of March 5/6, it will 

be available in the Narthex (on the first aid cabinet) 

before or after worship, or in the church office during 

the week.  Just look for the blue cover!  Many thanks to 

those who helped assemble the directories.  In order to 

protect the privacy of our members, please dispose of 

your old directory safely, shredding it if possible.  

Thank you!

NOT ON OUR EMAILED

“MESSENGER” LIST YET?

Did you know that the church newsletter is available 

electronically?  If you still receive a mailed paper copy 

of your monthly “Messenger” and would like to help us 

“go green” and save some money too, let us know that 

you would like to be added to our email list!  You will 

receive an email from the church each month with a link 

to the page on the church website where you can get the 

current issue, as well as back issues and the calendar 

pages.  Just email church@meetwithGod.com, or call the 

church office at 856-235-0450.
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PET MINISTRY UPDATE:

MAKE A DIFFERENCE THIS KITTEN SEASON

Spring and warmer weather will soon arrive bringing 

with it “kitten season.”  Animal rescue organizations 

will be inundated with pregnant strays and kittens born 

of unspayed pets, strays and ferals brought in by 

concerned citizens.  These are God's creatures whom He 

has entrusted to our care and who deserve our 

compassion.  What can you do to make a difference?

First of all, make sure your own pets are neutered.  

Speak with your neighbors about unneutered pets they 

may have.  Low cost neutering can be obtained through 

the Animal Welfare Association in Voorhees, a non-

profit animal welfare organization that operates the 

oldest and largest spay-neuter clinic in South Jersey.  

Call 856-424-2288 for more information or visit their 

website at www.awanj.org.

Second, you could be a foster parent.  Shelters and 

rescue organizations have only so many cages for cats to 

reside where potential adopters can visit them.  For 

example, I volunteer with The Cat's Meow rescue group, 

whose adoptable cats reside in the Adoption Center at 

the Delran PetSmart.  There we have only 13 cages, but 

take in many more cats than that through a network of 

volunteer foster parents.  Cats and kittens can come into 

the Adoption Center only after they have been tested for 

feline aids and leukemia, have received appropriate 

vaccinations, have been spayed or neutered and are in 

good health.  Kittens, especially females, must be at 

least three pounds before they can be spayed or 

neutered.  This is where foster parenting comes into play 

as the kittens need a home for three months or so until 

they are big enough to withstand surgery.  Sometimes 

grown cats need fostering too until a cage frees up at 

PetSmart.

What does fostering involve?  First, you must be at least 

18 years old.  If you foster for The Cat's Meow, we will 

supply a litter box, beds, bowls, cage, if needed, and pay 

for all veterinary care, including tests, vaccinations, 

neutering and sick visits.  You would be responsible for 

providing food and litter, although we often have 

donations that you can use instead.

Fostering kittens is s boatload of fun.  I personally have 

fostered over 50 cats and kittens in recent years.  It was 

fun for the whole family to watch them grow and 

develop their unique personalities and very satisfying 

when the kittens were adopted by their forever families.  

Happy cats; happy people!

If you have further questions or are interested in 

fostering kittens or cats, contact me at 856-764-1247 or 

margmorgan75@gmail.com.  If you are more of a dog 

person, I can also point you to opportunities to foster 

dogs.  “The righteous care for the needs of their 

animals.”  Proverbs 12:10

Margie Morgan

Pet Ministry

MIRIAM CIRCLE

Saturday, March 12th

10:00 A.M.

in the Church Parlor

Please come join us as we learn more about The 

Philadelphia Project from Kathy Clawges.  Our 

hostesses for the morning will be Lucy Townsend and 

Ricky Smith.  Joan VanAlstyne will lead us in our 

devotions.

All ladies in the church are welcome to join us in this 

special time of information and fellowship.

* * * * * * *

* * * * * * *

Let us cook dinner for you!

Spaghetti Dinner

Saturday, March 5

Fellowship Hall

4:00 - 7:30

Tickets are available in Fellowship Hall

before and after 9:30 service on Sundays,

or see Kathy Clawges or Robin Stepp.

Adults  $10.00   Children & Seniors $8.00

Questions:  rlstepp@comcast.net

Proceeds to benefit Youth Missions
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MEET THE STAFF

This month - Kathy Clawges, Director of Youth Ministries

  As I was asked to write an article for this month's 

Messenger, I started to reflect about what I was going to 

say regarding our Youth Ministry program.  It will be 
eleven years that I have been involved with youth ministry 

at this church, three of which I've been on staff.  I think of 

how fast time has gone by, and then also remember how 
abundant God's blessings have been each one of those 

years, and I am thankful.

   My husband, John, and I were married in my former 
church, Wissinoming United Methodist Church in 

Philadelphia.  Our three children, Michael, Christopher 

and Katie have all grown up in this church and have been 
involved in the youth programs available to them.  My son 

Michael, now 25, has been a Youth Leader here for about 

six years, as well as his fiancee, Gabrielle Daley, who has 
been a youth leader for 3 years.  Their wedding will be 

here on November 5, 2016. We are very excited!

   I attended youth group at my former church and it was a 
big part of my teen years.  I had a safe place where I could 

escape the pressures of being a teen in the city.  I wanted 

the same kind of community at church for my children, 
which is why my husband and I decided to come here, 

twenty five years ago.  As my children became teens, I 

decided to volunteer and help out with youth group since I 
had three kids involved.  I thought I would volunteer until 

my kids graduated High School, then I too would move on 

to something else.  Well, God had a different plan in mind 
and I'm glad he did!  I never left the ministry and now I am 

here as Youth Director.  I feel honored and humbled that 

God has led me to this place.  It is truly a blessing to spend 
time with our youth, walking alongside them in their faith 

journey.  I find joy in seeing how God is working in their 

lives, especially when they realize it.  We have fun 
together, worship together, have good conversations 

together, and pray, a lot, together.  What an awesome God 

we serve!
   Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group meets every Sunday night 

from 7:00-8:30pm.  We typically have a devotion every 

week, activities & games.  One Sunday night per month 
we have worship and small groups.  We currently have 

fourteen youth leaders who are wonderfully and joyfully 

committed to our youth.  Every one of them brings their 
own special gifts to this ministry.  

   We started a new program this year for Jr. & Sr. High 

called the StudentServe Leadership Team. This consists of 
students wanting to take a leadership/servant role in the 

youth program.  Each student involved leads devotions, 
has monthly meetings with team leaders, volunteers as 

greeters at the 9:30am Worship Service and organizes one 

day mission opportunities for all youth to participate in.  

Our goal at the end of the year is to have our StudentServe 
Leadership Team attend our Church's Annual Conference.  

   On Wednesday nights, we have Bible Study from 6:00-

8:00pm.  This includes dinner.  Currently we are rehearsing 
for our Live Passion, which the congregation is invited to 

experience.  It consists of 10 Stations of the Cross - each 

Station is live and narrated.  People will walk a path to 
each station, reflecting and praying on what God has done 

for them.  So on behalf of the youth and leaders, I would 

like to invite you all to come on Wednesday, March 23rd. 
You will have two opportunities to walk through, one at 

6:30pm and 7:15pm.

   We have many other activities going on throughout the 
school year, as well as a summer program, which is on 

Wednesday nights from 6-8pm.  We also go on several day 

trips such as going to the beach and kayaking.  We have 
two mission trips planned for this summer; The 

Philadelphia Project and Oak Hill, West Virginia.  Both are 

construction missions, working on homes of people in 
need.  The Phila Project also offers a kids camp where our 

youth can volunteer to help with younger children.  The 

Phila Project is a Jr. & Sr. High mission, whereas Oak Hill 
West Virginia is for Sr. High students & college age. 

   Our college age group meets at PJ Whelihan's two times 

a year for “Wing Night”.  Sr. High students send them care 
packages, right before exams, full of goodies and the 

Gospel of John.  We also connect through an online Bible 

chat with a weekly devotion.  Paintball in the fall has 
become an outing for High School through college and 

young adults.  It's a great time of fellowship.  

   Our Youth Group scripture:  Micah 6:8 He has shown 

you, O mortal, what is good.  And what does the Lord 

require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to 

walk humbly with your God.     Please ask a student what 

our scripture is - they will enjoy giving you the answer.
   Our Youth Group mission statement is our church's 

mission statement:   We are a community of faith 

committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a 

hurting world through words and actions.

   Please watch the Bulletin and Messenger for upcoming 

events and opportunities to engage in fellowship with our 
youth.  Thank you all for your continued support.  God is 

good, all the time!

Peace,

Kathy Clawges

Director of Youth Ministries  
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Welcome to March Youth News!
Kathy Clawges, Youth Director

Jr. & Sr. High students meet every Sunday night from 7:00-8:30pm. Bible Study is every
Wednesday 6:00-8:00pm (includes dinner). Thank you for
your continued support!

UPCOMING EVENTS

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Saturday, March 5, 2016 at 4:00 PM to Saturday, March 5, 2016 at 7:30 PM
Come on out for dinner! Sponsored by the Youth - to benefit youth missions. Delicious Spaghetti & meatballs! Tickets
are $10 for adults, $8 for Seniors & children under 12. Tickets will be sold in Fellowship Hall on Sundays between
Services.

LIVE PASSION
Wednesday, March 23, 2016 at 6:30 PM to Wednesday, March 23, 2016 at 8:00 PM
Come and experience the Stations of the Cross with live stations and narrators. This is a time to reflect what Jesus did
for all of us on the cross. Sponsored by the Youth. Admission is free -- one walk will begin at 6:30 & one at 7:15pm. Be
blessed!

Need more info? Email me at kclawges@gmail.com / 856-912-1148 or visit us at www.meetwithGod.com

Adolescence: A Season of Pressure
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Adolescence: A Season of Pressure
Doug Fields

On the outside, most young people seem happy-go-lucky, but inside each adolescent is a 
complex network of potentially explosive pressures. Adolescents with a strong parental and 
social support system are the least likely to experience the painful effects of the pressures 
they face. When parents become aware of the typical sources of pressure that kids face, 
they are better able to provide their kids encouragement and support. Here are five common 
pressures adolescents face:

1. The Pressure to be Perfect. Teens repeatedly talk about their parents wanting them to be 
perfect, particularly in in the areas of behavior and school. No kid is perfect and when they 
fall short of their parents' expectations, they feel more pressure.

2. The Pressure to Succeed. The pressure to succeed elicits the attitude that life is a 
perpetual performance. To fail is to feel stupid. When kids fail, they fear that others will reject 
them.

3. The Pressure to Conform. Kids find it extremely uncomfortable to be different from their 
peers; so, they work hard to fit in and be accepted by one of the subcultures on their school 
campus.

4. The Pressure from Body Changes. Since consistent change is part of the developing 
adolescent body, teenagers are in a continual state of stress over what's happening or 
what's not happening.

5. The Pressure from Emotions. Adolescence is a time of emotional development. For many 
teens, the strength and frequency of their emotions is much like having new emotions 
altogether. They are often not sure where the emotions have come from, and they are 
equally unsure what to do with them.

Pressure is simply going to be part of the adolescent experience. Learning to process 
pressure and stress is actually an important part of preparing kids to face the pressures and 
stresses of adulthood. Rather than trying to eradicate all pressure, the wise course for 
parents is to help kids manage and moderate the pressures they face so that they do not 
become overwhelmed as they journey toward adulthood.


