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The Messenger
First United Methodist Church Newsletter

446 Camden Avenue, Moorestown, NJ 08057  
856-235-0450

DECEMBER 2015

   

                          Rev. Richard Nichols, Pastor                      Rev. HeyYoung Horton, Associate Pastor      

        Glenn Rodgers, Director of Music       Karen Murray, Director of Christian Education

         Kathy Clawges, Director of Youth           Doug Hamilton, Maintenance Coordinator 

Devika Gill, Director of First Light Learning Center 
   

Join us for Worship - Saturday 5:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am

Visit us on the Web at:  www.meetwithGod.com  -or-  Email us at: church@meetwithGod.com

Christmas Events

6:00 PM

8:00 PM

10:30 PM

11:00 PM

Family Service

Christmas Praise with Carols and

     Candle Lighting Service

Christmas Bells and Brass Ensemble

Traditional Christmas Eve Service

     with Candle Lighting and Carols

Come and experience this beloved Oratorio by 

singing the choruses and solos with hundreds 

of others who have come to cherish this yearly, 

unique, audience participation event.
See pgs. 2 & 5 for more information

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

Thursday, December 24th

34th Annual

Community-Sing

HANDEL'S MESSIAH

Sunday, December 6th

5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

18th ANNUAL

HOLIDAY 

REMEMBRANCE

SERVICE

A Celebration of Quiet Joy

Sunday, December 13th

3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

See pg. 2 for more information

CHRISTMAS MUSIC SERVICE

“ONE SMALL CHILD”

Created & arranged by Tom Fettke

Sunday, December 13th

9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

This annual festival service will include a choir of children, youth and adults, accompanied by Praise Band and 

organ.  Come hear joyful music, stirring Bible readings, and join in singing beloved Christmas carols.

CHRISTMAS HOUSE TOUR

AND NATIVITY DISPLAY

Saturday, December 5th,

1:00 - 4:30 pm

Join us as we start a new tradition, our very 

own FUMC Christmas House Tour!

See pg. 6 for more information



The Messenger

Page 2 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Dec. 2nd Sing-Along at Mt. Laurel Ctr. - 10:30am

Dec. 4th Grounds for Good - 8:00 - 11:00pm

Dec. 5th House Tour - 1:00 - 4:30pm

Dec. 5th Adult Fellowship at Field Club - 6:30pm

Dec. 6th 34th Annual Messiah-Sing - 5:00-8:00pm

Dec. 7th Chick-fil-a fundraiser - 5:00 - 8:30pm

Dec. 8th The Serving Plate - 5:00pm

Dec. 8th Church Council - 7:00pm

Dec. 9th Miriam Circle Auction & Tea - 10:30am

Dec. 12th Breakfast with Santa - 8:00 & 10:00am

Dec. 12th Miriam Circle - 10:00am

Dec. 13th Christmas Musical - 9:30 & 11:00am

Dec. 13th Holiday Remembrance Service - 3:00pm

Dec. 13th Poinsettia order deadline

Dec. 16th Internat'l Women's Friendship Grp-10am

Dec. 19th Eyes of Our Hearts breakfast in Camden

Dec. 20th Methodist Men's Breakfast - 7:45am

Dec. 20th Light Harbor - 2:30pm

Dec. 24th Christmas Services - 6:00, 8:00, 10:30pm

Dec. 25th Christmas Day - church office closed

Dec. 28th Church office closed

Dec. 29th Crafts for Good - 7 - 8:30pm

Dec. 31st New Year's Eve service  - 9:00pm

For those of us who have lost loved ones, the holidays 

can be a stressful time.  Yet they can also bring some 

beautiful memories.

On Sunday, December 13th at 3 p.m., you are invited to 

a special event in our sanctuary.  This Remembrance 

Service is for bereaved families to share the memories 

and celebrate the life of a loved one(s).

With the leadership and guidance from Pastors Richard 

& HeyYoung, we welcome the community to our 

eighteenth annual service.  We ask that each 

family/person bring a candle in a holder to light and 

place at the altar.

A reception will be held following the service with 

refreshments provided.  Nursery care will also be 

available.  For more information, please contact the 

church office (856-235-0450).

* * *

The 34th Annual Community Sing of Handel's Messiah 

will be held on Sunday, Dec. 6th, 5:00-8:00 p.m. here at 

1st UMC.  For many in our congregation and visitors to 

our church, this is the “kick off” to their holiday season

The Music Committee is looking for volunteers who are 

willing to help set up trays of sandwiches, clean up after 

intermission, or donate a finger dessert to be served 

during the intermission.  Feeding the hundreds of 

participants is a large task, and they could use your 

donations of time and/or desserts.  Cookies, brownies, or 

any finger dessert that can be eaten without utensils 

would help immensely.  Just fill out the slip below and 

leave it in the basket marked “Sing-In” in the narthex, or 

contact the church office (235-0450).  Thank you in 

advance for your help!  If you have any questions, call 

Donna Banes, 856-952-3622.

Halleluiah!  Halleluiah!

___________________________   _________________

Printed Name                                     Phone number

I will:

Bake/bring_______________________________________________________

Help with set-up or clean-up______________________

                                     (set-up/clean-up and best time)

WHAT IS THIS

“MESSIAH-SING” ANYWAY?

It's like a hymn-sing, only to music by Handel.  Handel's 

Messiah is a cantata which tells the story of 

humankind's redemption by our Saviour using selected 

scripture from the Old and New Testaments set to 

uplifting and memorable music.  The very famous 

“Hallelujah Chorus” is part of Handel's Messiah.  There 

are several interesting things which make this church's 

Messiah-Sing unique.  Every person who attends is 

welcome to sing as much or as little as they feel 

comfortable - even the parts which are supposed to be 

sung by a soloist.  (There aren't any featured soloists).  

We don't rehearse or stop and “correct” anything - we 

just sing, and we sing almost the whole oratorio.  Plus, 

there is a wonderful time of fellowship and refreshment 

during the 45-minute intermission.  It has to be 

experienced.  Come and bring someone with you.

THE 18th ANNUAL

HOLIDAY REMEMBRANCE

SERVICE

A Celebration of Quiet Joy
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FFFFRRRROOOOMMMM    TTTTHHHHEEEE    DDDDIIIIRRRREEEECCCCTTTTOOOORRRR

OOOOFFFF    CCCCHHHHRRRRIIIISSSSTTTTIIIIAAAANNNN    EEEEDDDDUUUUCCCCAAAATTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

“Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you.”

Psalm 55:22

I am sure there have been times in your life when you have questioned yourself as to how to get 'everything on your 

plate' completed or perhaps there was a time when you thought 'I just can't take anymore'. In both those situations this 

verse can and should be a real comfort. 

God does not want us to be so busy or so burdened that we are unable to sustain or grow in our devotion to him. That 

is the Devil's desire. Make life so busy, so complicated, so overwhelming that you become frustrated or distant from 

God, blaming him for your situation. God says to cast your cares on Him and He will carry you. That is a wonderful 

promise.

So this Christmas season when you feel the pressure to keep up with present giving, holiday hosting and being 

cheerful all the time, remember that the same God who had a teenage girl carry the Messiah for nine months and then 

give birth to him in a stable is the God that begs you to cast your cares on Him. Take his offer, rest in His presence 

and instead of feeling anxious and overwhelmed, feel joyful and full of God's hope, peace and love.

May God grant you PEACE during this wonderful time of year!
In Christ,

Karen Murray, DCE

Important Dates

Nov. 29th -  Advent Wreath Making beginning at 6:30pm with Dessert (NO Covered Dish Supper this year) and 

concluding with a time of singing and lighting of the first Advent Candle at 7:15(ish). See the Bulletin Insert for more 

details.

Dec. 15th - Christian Education Christmas Party,  7:00pm, Heritage Room.  ALL folks who are associated with the 

Christian Education Department are invited to attend and Celebrate the “Reason for the Season”. This is a chance to 

relax and visit with other church friends who give of their time and talent to the work of this church through the 

Sunday School, Small Groups, Library and serving on the Education Commission. (Childcare provided)

Dec. 3rd, 10th & 17th - Thursday Youth Group, 4:30-6:30. Including Dinner, Choir & Fellowship for ages 5 through 

6th grade. NO Youth Group or Choir on Dec. 24th or Dec. 31st. Youth Group will resume on Jan. 7th.

GROUNDS FOR GOOD

Friday, Dec. 4th

It's another blast from the past at Grounds for Good Coffee House on Friday, December 4!  The Jersey Boomers will take 

us back to the folk music era of the late 1950s and early 1960s, when The Kingston Trio, The Clancy Brothers and Peter, 

Paul and Mary topped the charts.  In addition to top-notch music, treat yourself to free coffee and tea and perhaps indulge 

in some delicious homemade goodies (it's the holiday season, after all!)  Admission is always free, but proceeds and 

donations will benefit ARC Learn-A-Way, a developmental day care center for infants and toddlers with developmental 

delays.  Doors will open at 7:30, with music kicking off around 8.  Enjoy the show!

* * * * * * * * *
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

First United Methodist Church is a community of faith 

committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a 

hurting world through words and actions.

ANGEL TREE PROJECT

The Outreach Committee is again sponsoring an Angel 

Tree during this holiday season.  This year the recipients 

will be the children in programs at the Neighborhood 

Center in Camden.  We are collecting gifts for 

approximately 110 children ages 0-12 and 

approximately 25 gift cards for teens.  The tree is on 

display in the narthex from November 14-December 13.  

This year's project works a little differently!  We were 

not given specific gift requests for specific children.  

Instead, the Neighborhood Center is looking for a 

variety of toy/gift items.  Suggested items are on the 

sign-ups.  The paper tree is on the narthex bulletin 

board. There is no suggested dollar amount, so have 

fun deciding and shopping!  The donated items will 

then be placed in the Neighborhood Center's Toy Drive 

“store” so parents can “shop” for items for their 

children.  The Center has also asked for gift wrapping 

supplies, so donations of gift bags, wrapping paper, 

bows, tags, tape, and tissue paper are also appreciated!  

Lastly, the Neighborhood Center has asked for 

volunteers to assist with wrapping during the “store” 

hours on Tuesday, Dec. 15 from 3-6 p.m. and 

Wednesday, Dec. 16, 5-7 p.m.  If interested in 

volunteering in this way, please call Norma Wright at 

856-727-3938.  

All items (gifts, wrapping supplies, and gift cards) are to 

be placed UNWRAPPED in the large box near the 

Angel Tree in the narthex.  Please put gift cards in a 

large envelope.   Place a check by your name when your 

items are placed in the box.  Again, the deadline is 

Sunday, Dec. 13 by 3 p.m.!  Thank you in advance for 

your generosity and support of this project!  Questions:  

Norma Wright  856-727-3938

Outreach Committee 

* * * * * * *

HELP FILL OUR

MITTEN TREE

There's still time to help with our collection of gloves, 

mittens, hats & scarves to help those in need in our 

communities to stay warm this winter.  Helping is easy!  

The “Mitten Tree” will be in the Sunday School lobby 

(by the elevator) through Monday, Dec. 14th.  All items 

will be donated to Emergency Services of Burlington 

County.  You may remember the cold and freezing rain 

of last winter - imagine another winter like that, but 

without hats and gloves!  Please help us to help those 

who might face such a winter.  Together we can make a 

big difference.

* * * * * * *

LIGHT HARBOR

CHRISTMAS STOCKING

Stop by the Christmas stocking hanging in the 

narthex to share the joy of Christmas with residents at 

the Mt. Laurel Center for Rehab and Healthcare who 

have little or no family contact.  To participate:  (1) 

remove the name tag with gift suggestions from the 

stocking; (2) on the sign-up sheet by the stocking, write 

your name and phone number next to the person you 

selected; and (3) have fun shopping.  Wrap your gift, 

attach the name tag you took from the stocking in a 

visible spot, and drop it off at church under the stocking 

or in the office on or before Sunday, December 13.  You 

are not expected to purchase all the suggestions listed on 

the name tag, but to choose among them.  Questions?  

Contact Margie Morgan at 856-764-1247 or 

margmorgan75@gmail.com.

* * * * * * *

ADOPT-A-FAMILY

PROGRAM

Once again First UMC will help families in our area 

who call the church asking for Christmas help.  They are 

given an application to fill out and return to the church.  

If you or your family/group wish to help a needy family 

with Christmas, contact Joan Flamini in the church 

office, 856-235-0450 or joan@meetwithGod.com.
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34th ANNUAL COMMUNITY-SING

HANDEL

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 6, 2015

5:00 p.m. TO 8:00 p.m.

GLENN RODGERS
Director

JOSEPH RUSSELL
Organist

CHORUSES AND SOLOS
TO BE SUNG BY

THE GATHERED COMMUNITY

Free-will Offering
Light Refreshments Served

Child Care Provided

First United Methodist Church
Camden Ave. at Pleasant Valley Ave.

Moorestown, New Jersey
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FIRST ANNUAL FUMC CHRISTMAS HOUSE TOUR

and NATIVITY DISPLAY 

Saturday December 5th, 1:00pm - 4:30pm

Have you been on the Cook's House Tour in Moorestown? Do you love seeing how others decorate for 

Christmas? Does the idea of touring houses get you in the mood for Christmas?  We are starting a new 
tradition, our very own FUMC Christmas House Tour! We will be touring four homes of FUMC 
members.  This is a chance for us to enjoy a time of fellowship with each other, while seeing how some of 
our church family decorate for Christmas. We've encouraged our volunteers who are opening their homes 

to decorate as they normally would, not to feel the pressure to go “over the top”! We want this to be a 
joyous time of celebration for all! 

We also have a way for others to participate! Fellowship Hall will be decorated with Crèches or Nativity 

Scenes during this event.  Many of us have special nativities from around the world or nativities that have 
special meaning to them.  If you would like to share your nativity, please drop it off, along with a short 
history or story about it, during the week of November 30th - December 4th, to the First Light preschool 
office between 9am and 3pm.  If you can't make it during those times, please call Devika Gill (856-313-

8679) to arrange a different time. 

We hope you'll join us Saturday, December 5, from 1-4:30 and kick-off the holiday season. Homes being 
toured are Pastor Richard & Joanna Nichols' house, Bill & Wendy Holden's house, Lynn & Tom Trasser's 

house and Deb Irwin's house. 

Our house tour will end in Fellowship Hall with Christmas snacks and refreshments from 3:30 to 4:30. 
Nativities can be taken home then. 

If you would like to volunteer as a house hostess, please call or email Lisa Kulp, 856-778-9323, 
trklkk@comcast.net. 

Money raised will go to the HVAC replacement fund.

Please call Lisa Kulp 856-778-9323 or Devika Gill 856-313-8679 with questions.

CHRISTMAS HOUSE TOUR AND NATIVITY DISPLAY

Name __________________________________________________________________________

Number of Tickets ($12 per person) __________________________________________

Forms may be given to Lisa Kulp or Devika Gill or put in the box on the Welcome Center.
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WHO BENEFITS FROM STEPHEN MINISTRY?

Everybody benefits from Stephen Ministry.

� Those receiving care from Stephen Ministers benefit  

          because they receive prayer and support through the 

          crisis they face. 

    � Stephen Ministers benefit through the spiritual growth 

          they experience from being involved in meaningful 

            ministry. 

 � Our pastors benefit because caring ministry at FUMC is 

           expanded, and fewer people will slip through the 

            cracks. 

 � Most of all you benefit from the knowledge that special 

           care is available to you should you need it. 

 � In addition, you now have a place where you can refer a 

                  friend, neighbor, coworker, relative, or anyone else you 

                  know who is going through a difficult time so that they 

can receive special care when they need it most. 

Stephen Ministry makes First United Methodist Church of Moorestown a much more caring place! Our Stephen 

Ministers have gone through 50 hours of training in providing Christian care so that they can focus on your needs and 

listen to what you really have to say. If you or someone you know could use a Stephen Minister, please call the church 

office, 235-0450 or contact one of our Stephen Ministers.

MIRIAM CIRCLE

CHRISTMAS TEA & AUCTION

Wednesday, Dec. 9, 2015

10:30 A.M. in Fellowship Hall

Please plan to bring your treasures and baked goods to 

be auctioned off.  The proceeds will go to our various 

charities supported by the Miriam Circle.  Special tea 

sandwiches and cookies will be served along with tea 

and coffee.  We are looking forward to ALL LADIES 

joining us on Wednesday, Dec. 9th.

ADULT FELLOWSHIP

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Tickets for our December Christmas party 

held at the Moorestown Field Club, Dec. 

5th are available from Ricky or Ed Smith, 609-914-

4698.  Tickets are $22.00 each.  Devotions: 6:30 by 

Lindsay Mitchell, dinner is at 6:45.  Entertainment by 

Laura Dishong, a contemporary harpist.

NEW YEAR'S EVE SERVICE

Thursday, Dec. 31st

9:00 p.m.

* * * * * * * * *

First United Methodist Church will once again be offering a worship service on New Year's Eve.  

“Come as you are”, bring a guest, and end 2015 by celebrating God's presence in our community 

of faith.  Watch upcoming Sunday bulletins for more details.
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FROM THE

MISSIONS COMMISSION

Hello My First Church Members,

I wanted to share with you all successes that we see in 

the ministries that you all help provide for. We can 

support our home missions as well as far away. I feel it 

is important for everyone to be educated on just where 

our support goes and how it is making an impact.

The Power of Women

This month I take you to Bangalore, Mumbai and 

Ahmedabad in the northern state of Gujarat.  AFCI, 

Ambassadors For Christ International  is run by Charlie 

and Chris Hanak. They ran a Women to Women 

Ministry. Here they taught women how to appreciate the 

memories that the Lord has created in their lives and to 

talk to Him about them. They also talked about the 

scriptural importance of Living in God's Love.

The outcome: Husbands are asking their wives what they 

learned as they see them acting in new and loving ways 

at home. This gives them the opportunity to share God's 

Love. One husband asked “What is it like to connect 

with God through our memories?” She showed him the 

process. The Lord spoke to him about his memory and a 

bad one as well. He came back to his wife and said “The 

memories are no longer painful. The Lord spoke to me 

and I feel so different.”

Another woman. Her children asked her “Mommy why 

are you singing this morning? You are always so angry. 

What makes today different?” She shared with them just 

how much God loves them and how they too can use 

what she learned to get through the trial of their days and 

how to praise the Lord for the good and the bad.

Our support is affecting so many lives. Our God is a 

great God and only by his grace can we accomplish so 

many things. A simple conference has affected husbands 

and children on the other side of the world. Keep up the 

support and the moral to this story is......NEVER 

UNDERESTIMATE THE POWER OF WOMEN.

Look for monthly updates on the missions we 

support. I want to feature 1 each month so that we as 

a congregation can get to really know and 

understand the valuable work that they do.

There but by the Grace of God go I,

Judi Angelow

* * * * * * *

Get your 200th Anniversary 

Cookbook!

Our cookbook is being published and should arrive in 
time for Holiday giving.

Order today while supplies last.
A limited number have been ordered

An additional order can be placed but holiday delivery
can not be guaranteed.

Name __________________________

# of books at $12 per book ___________

Don't delay; order today
Make checks payable to FUMC with

COOKBOOK in memo line
Orders may be given to Devika Gill, Robin Stepp,

put in the box at the Welcome Center or mailed to the 
church office.

Questions:  rlstepp@comcast.net

SO YOU LIKE

THE SEASHORE!!

Well, the United Methodist Homes has 

an assisted living facility on Bay Avenue in Ocean City - 

“THE SHORES” at Wesley Manor.  It is a large home 

filling an entire block; however, within those walls are 

individual communities (areas) providing skilled and 

compassionate care according to the needs of the 

residents.  One of these communities is the Memory 

Support area protecting the privacy and the dignity of 

each resident.

Not the bay or the ocean is in sight even though Wesley 

Manor is on Bay Ave.; however, every Methodist Home 

owns a bus taking residents to a grocery store or a 

general store to purchase personal items several times 

during the week.  Unable to shop, a volunteer will do it 

for you.  This bus will also take residents to the 

boardwalk to sit and watch the ocean waves; plus, the 

many entertainment acts at the Music Pier.  So if you 

like the seashore, Wesley Manor might be a 

consideration.

Joan Van Alstyne

Ambassador to the Methodist Homes
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Christmas Chancel Flowers

Our sanctuary will once again be decorated with poinsettias for Christmas.  If you would like to make a 

donation toward the cost of a plant, in memory or in honor of a loved one, fill out the order form below.  

Forms may be mailed or dropped off in the marked box in the church office.  There are 3 choices:

6 1/2″ plant with one Poinsettia  ___________  $6.00 per plant

7″ plant with two Poinsettias  ____________  $10.00 per plant

8″ plant with three Poinsettias  ___________  $15.00 per plant

DEADLINE FOR ORDERS IS SUNDAY, DEC. 13, 2015

IMPORTANT!  Please memo your check “Christmas flowers” and place in the marked box in the 

church office or mail to the above address.  Checks for flower orders should not include offerings and 

should not be placed in the offering plate. 

Flowers may be taken home after the 11:00 pm Christmas Eve service

Make checks payable to: First United Methodist Church

446 Camden Ave.

Moorestown, NJ  08057

Name of Donor (Please print clearly) __________________________________________________________

(    ) In Memory of: _________________________________________________________________________

(    ) In Honor of:  __________________________________________________________________________

PET MINISTRY UPDATE

Support our Troops:

Play Trivia for Dogs on Deployment

Answer pet trivia questions correctly and Purina will 

contribute up to $40,000 to Dogs on Deployment, a non-

profit group that helps find loving foster homes for our 

military's pets while they are deployed.  For every 

correct trivia answer, Purina will contribute 25 cents.  

You can answer up to five trivia questions each day.  It's 

a fun way to help give our military members peace of 

mind knowing their pets are well-cared for.  To play go 

to http://bit.ly/pureloveforpets1.  Questions:  Margie 

Morgan at margmorgan75@gmail.com or 856-764-

1247.

Help Amazon.com to 

Help Rescue Animals

Do you shop on Amazon.com?  If so, you can help raise 

money for the Animal Sanctuary Society at no cost to 

you and no strings attached.  All you need to do is go to 

their website www.animalsanctuarysociety.org and 

click on the fundinco link on the lower right side of the 

home page.   On this next screen, you will see a box at 

the bottom left side of the screen containing a link to 

start shopping at Amazon.  Bookmark this URL and 

enter Amazon.com through it every time you shop.  

Amazon will give Animal Sanctuary Society 3% of all 

sales made through this link.  Animal Sanctuary 

Society, a non-profit, no-kill animal rescue group, is one 

that we support through our Pet Ministry.  Questions:  

Margie Morgan at margmorgan75@gmail.com or 856-

764-1247.
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AN UPDATE FROM

FIRST LIGHT LEARNING CENTER

I've always loved our mission statement at FUMC:

A community of faith committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a hurting world through words and actions. 

First Light has its own mission statement: 

As a ministry of First United Methodist Church of Moorestown, First Light Early Learning Center will offer a 

developmentally appropriate, stimulating and nurturing environment that fosters Christian faith and discipleship.  

This mission statement was one of the first things that the original Board of Trustees worked on years ago.  I truly 

think it sums up what we do here and it has guided the many decisions that have been made over the years as First 

Light has grown.   We are a ministry of FUMC, we work hard to provide the best preschool experience for every 

child who attends, we love these children as if they were our own, and we offer opportunities to share our faith.  

Through the years we've grown our program.  We started 10 years ago with less than 50 students and we currently 

have 125 students.  We started with one 2 1/2 Year old Class, two 3 Year Old Classes, and 2 Four Year Old Classes, 

with 3 teachers, 3 assistants, one part time office assistant and a director.  We now have two 2 1/2 Year old Classes, 

four 3 Year Old Classes, and 3 Four Year Old Classes, and one Developmental Kindergarten Class. We have 5 

teachers, 7 assistants and a director.  We've increased our programming to include Lunch Bunch and Enrichment 

Classes, always looking to provide parents with more options in an effort to meet the needs of more parents and 

students. 

I've always tried to strengthen the bond between First Light and FUMC, hoping that our First Light families will feel 

welcome and comfortable at this church. We have weekly chapel time for all our students.  We pray during our 

morning circle time and say grace before we have snack.  We have a Christmas Program, inviting parents to hear the 

songs that the children have learned during chapel and see the plays the older students put on. The students sing 

during one of our church services in the spring.

Over the years we've also offered opportunities for outreach and have been just thrilled with the response from our 

First Light families.  Some of our outreach projects include providing food for the week IHN is housed at FUMC, a 

Bike-A-Thon to benefit JDRF (in support of one of our former students with diabetes), donating to Cell Phones for 

Soldiers, Operation Gratitude (donating candy, toiletries, snacks and cards to soldiers), a Winter Coat Drive, 

donating to Salvation Army and contributing to the MooreKids Christmas drive.  

We've also been able to give back to FUMC over the years. We have been able to pay back the initial startup funds 

that were given to First Light. Over the last several years we have made financial contributions that have totaled over 

$180,000!! We now make a quarterly financial donation. We have paid to have painting done in the old Sunday 

School classrooms, as well as the Heritage Room and hallways.  We have updated classroom furniture.  We had the 

landscaping at the entrance of the Education Building done, along with fencing in the heating and cooling units 

outside the doors of the Education Building.  We continue to maintain that area as well as the playground area.  Over 

the last 6 years, we have been able to award several need based scholarships to students at First Light.

As I look back over the past school years and consider all that we've done, I feel proud to be part of this community 

of faith committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a hurting world through words and actions and am excited 

to see what lies ahead for the upcoming school year.

Grace and Peace,

Devika Gill
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SPECIAL REPORT FOR OUR 200th ANNIVERSARY

2015 has been a great year of celebration for FUMC as we give thanks to God for 200 years of 

faithful witness and ministry.  The following article, written by our own Susan Rapp, in anticipation of 

the September 13th celebration is a wonderful reflection on how special this year has been for us.

Bishop Schol to help celebrate First UMC Moorestown's 200th anniversary
With a calendar full of events, musical performances and opportunities to learn about its history, First United Methodist 

Church of Moorestown has spent the better part of 2015 celebrating its 200th anniversary. Founded Aug. 21, 1815, the 

church has grown from a few members who worshiped in an early brick meeting house on the main street of the town to 

979 members, who worship today at what is the fourth location of the church's sanctuary.

Church members formed an anniversary committee of about 15 people who started meeting in the fall of 2014 to 

organize everything associated with celebrating this milestone, which includes a September 13 church service with 

preaching by Bishop John Schol. The service will combine all four of the church's usual weekend services into one and 

will be attended by many previous pastors.

Scott McGough headed the anniversary committee, which turned to the congregation to devise a theme for the 

anniversary that could be used the entire year, but remain vital all year long. They settled on “200 years of faith, hope, 

love and charity.” McGough, Lay Leader of the church, said, “I believe the theme captures the spirit of the celebration. 

It isn't what we have done, but what God has been doing through our community.”

Great, long-time faithfulness

John Wesley initially sent missionaries to the area in 1769 and two circuit ministers - John Van Schoick and Joseph 

Rusling - served the church when it was first formed.

So many faithful people have worked, prayed and praised God at this church over the years, Associate Pastor 

HeyYoung Horton noted at a recent service. 

Individuals who are 50-year members of the church are scheduled to be recognized at the large-scale anniversary 

service. The church has two especially long-time members residing nearby who have provided first-hand accounts of 

what the church was like nearly a century ago, as well as a couple, Lindsay and Suzanne Mitchell, of Moorestown, who 

are its resident historians.

“My mother was historian for a number of years. She collected items - programs, articles about the church,” said 

Suzanne (Mangeng) Mitchell, who took on the task because her mother had done it, only giving it up for a short while 

she raised her children.

Many long-time members

In researching the history for the anniversary, Mitchell said she uncovered a single copy of a book about the church's 

85th anniversary.

She and Lindsay, a long-time adult choir member, met in youth group at the church and were later married there, she 

said. Suzanne Mitchell feels marking this anniversary is important.

“It may make people aware we are there on the other side of time and will maybe enable people to come to our church 

or maybe to a service,” she said. 

According to membership records the Mitchells accessed, the longest church member, Frances Duffner, who lives in 

Moorestown, joined the church in 1928. Moorestown resident Bertha Bendel, the second longest church member, 

joined First UMC 7 years after Duffner. 

“Sometimes I think my life is in this church,” Bendel said at the history night presentation held April 26, one of the 

anniversary activities.

Incorporated 1815

In 1815, 6 days after the original trustees of First UMC took an oath of office, the church was incorporated as the 

Moorestown Methodist Meeting House and a simple brick meeting house was later built on land secured from one of the 

continued on next page
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trustees. In the early years, the church was part of various circuits and had about 50 members, according to an article in 

the Moorestown paper on the occasion of the church's 135th anniversary. The next church building, also located in 

downtown Moorestown, was dedicated in 1860 and remodeled and expanded in 1901, according to the article, at which 

time a Queen Anne-style facade was constructed of Holmesburg granite and updates, to the physical plant and 

throughout the church, were made.

Relocations for the better

Senior Pastor Richard Nichols, who has been a part of a number of church anniversary celebrations during his 

ministry, but none so monumental as this, said one thing that impressed him in preparing for the anniversary was, “I 

became aware of the process of moving locations from Main Street to the present location and all that was involved in 

making that change.”

In the 1950s the church relocated to the western end of Moorestown, where members initially worshiped in what today 

is its Fellowship Hall, until the current sanctuary, designed by Malcolm Wells, was completed in 1967. The additions of 

a music building and educational wing were completed and consecrated in late 2003.

For more about the history, including information about early and influential pastors, visit: 

www.meetwithgod.com/news-events/200-year-anniversary-celebration.

Youth and missions of importance 

Records show young people played an integral role in the church, its services and activities as early as the mid-1870s, 

and that continues today. Grace Harsche, of Mt. Laurel, N.J. who entered the 8th grade in September and was a 

member of this year's confirmation class, said she was impressed by how well the church has served its members for 200 

years.

“Many of my friends do not attend church or have a church home. I think the fact our church has been alive and thriving 

for 200 years speaks to the faith of its members. This is something to be celebrated,” she said. Just maybe the 

anniversary celebrations this year will cause others to look at our church, what it stands for, including missions and 

more local outreach, and want to know more about it, according to Harsche.

“Our current congregation may get to enjoy the celebration, but we are extremely grateful for the dedicated service and 

sacrifice of those who came before us,” McGough said.

When asked what is in store for First UMC Moorestown in the next 200 years, Nichols said, “Our new Visioning Team 

is wrestling with this very question as we consider ideas from the congregation and see God's direction for new outreach 

and ministries. We will look for opportunities to reach people with the Good News of Jesus Christ and especially give 

prayerful attention to reaching persons who are not currently connected to the church.” - by Susan M. Rapp, member 

FUMC Board of Trustees 2013-2015 

200th Anniversary, continued

* * * * * * * * *

Baptisms:

Isaac Jose Johnson-Diaz

on November 1, 2015; son of

Juan Diaz & Erin Johnson

Emily Elizabeth Wade

on November 8, 2015; daughter of

Joshua & Maureen Wade

Frankie Elizabeth Scattaregia

on November 15, 2015; daughter of

Joseph & Meghan Scattaregia

Deaths:

Helen Orth

on October 22, 2015

Margaret Williamson

on November 11, 2015


