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The Messenger
First United Methodist Church Newsletter

446 Camden Avenue, Moorestown, NJ 08057  

856-235-0450

NOVEMBER 2015

   

                          Rev. Richard Nichols, Pastor                      Rev. HeyYoung Horton, Associate Pastor      

        Glenn Rodgers, Director of Music       Karen Murray, Director of Christian Education

         Kathy Clawges, Director of Youth           Doug Hamilton, Maintenance Coordinator 

Devika Gill, Director of First Light Learning Center 
   

Join us for Worship - Saturday 5:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am

Visit us on the Web at:  www.meetwithGod.com  -or-  Email us at: church@meetwithGod.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Nov. 1st Daylight Saving Time ends

Nov. 1-8 Host IHN

Nov. 2nd Church Conference - 7:00pm

Nov. 3rd Election Day

Nov. 4th Sing-Along at Mt. Laurel Ctr. -10:30am

Nov. 6th Grounds for Good - 8:00 - 11:00pm

Nov. 7th Fall Festival & Hoedown - 6:00-10:00pm

Nov. 8th Glenn Rodgers Organ Recital - 3:00pm

Nov. 10th The Serving Plate - 5:00pm

Nov. 11th DivorceCare Surviving Holidays-5:30pm

Nov. 11th M'town Community Band concert - 7pm

Nov. 13-14 Youth Lock-In - 6:00pm - 5:00pm

Nov. 14th Fall Work Day - 8:00am - 2:00pm

Nov. 14th Miriam Circle - 10:00am

Nov. 15th Men's Breakfast - 8:00am

Nov. 15th Veterans' Service - 2:30pm

Nov. 16th Acolytes - 6:30pm

Nov. 18th Internat'l Women's Friendship Grp-10am

Nov. 21st Adult Fellowship - Noon

Nov. 21-22 Stewardship Weekend

Nov. 24th Crafts for Good - 7:00 - 8:30pm

Nov. 26th Thanksgiving - church office closed

Nov. 27th Church office closed

Nov. 29th Advent Wreath Night - 6:30pm

FALL WORK DAY

Saturday, Nov. 14th

8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Come out to support FUMC as we clean 

up/repair our church buildings, our 

property and our parsonages.  Skilled and unskilled 

alike; it has been said that many hands make light work.  

Bring your rakes, wheel barrows, tree trimmers and your 

kids.  This can be a fun family service event.  Lunch will 

be served to all volunteers.  Contacts:  Curt Diehl and/or 

Doug Hamilton.

* * * * * * *

* * * * * * *

CHURCH CONFERENCE

Monday, November 2nd

First UMC's annual Church Conference will be held on 

Monday, Nov. 2nd at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary.  This is 

the annual meeting at which we elect officers for the 

coming year, set pastoral salaries, and receive reports 

from the leaders of our many ministries.  We look 

forward to welcoming our District Superintendent, Rev. 

Varlyna Wright, who will preside over this meeting and 

will lead us in sharing our goals and vision for the 

coming year.  Everyone who is part of our Community 

of Faith is welcome and invited to attend.  Matters of 

church business requiring a decision will be voted on by 

those church members who are present.  Please join us 

for this important event in the life of our church.

MOORESTOWN

COMMUNITY BAND CONCERT

A 200th Anniversary Event!

Wednesday, Nov. 11th

Music Lovers - Do you enjoy listening to a variety of 

music?  Do you like Gershwin's “Rhapsody in Blue” or 

“An American in Paris”?  How about The Beatles 

Classics, Tchaikovsky's “1812 Overture” and “Romeo 

and Juliet”?  Music from The Jersey Boys,  good 

patriotic music, songs from Disney World, with a few 

popular tunes thrown in.  Where can you hear this?  On 

Wednesday, November 11, The Moorestown 

Community Band will be playing these selections (and 

more) to commemorate FUMC's 200th Anniversary and 

also Veterans Day.  The concert starts at 7:00 P.M.  

Come prepared to tap your feet and sing along with 

some familiar favorites. (Preview - Neil Diamond's 

“Sweet Caroline.”) See you there!
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FFFFRRRROOOOMMMM

PPPPAAAASSSSTTTTOOOORRRR    RRRRIIIICCCCHHHHAAAARRRRDDDD

There is a great hymn of dismissal and benediction in 

our hymnal that beautifully expresses the spirit of 

thanksgiving.  It is called: “Sent Forth by God's 

Blessing”.  The second verse reads:

“With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living, the 

tasks of our everyday life we will face.  Our faith ever 

sharing, in love ever caring, embracing God's children 

of each tribe and race.  With your grace you feed us, 

with your light you lead us; unite us as one in this life 

that we share.  Then may all the living with praise and 

thanksgiving give honor to Christ and that name which 

we bear.”

These words remind us that as children of God we live 

under the care and nurture of God who feeds us, directs 

us, and brings us together to serve one another.  It is 

truly an attitude of thanksgiving and praise that we need 

to carry with us every day of our lives.  It is so easy to 

get so wrapped up in our own worlds, dealing with our 

own issues, that we neglect the opportunity to consider 

those around us who need God's love and care.  We 

don't have to look far to find someone we can encourage 

by our words and acts of love.  That's putting our 

Christian faith into action; that's allowing the spirit of 

thanksgiving to become acts of thanksLIVING.

As we gather for worship during this season of the year 

we express gratitude to God for so many blessings.  

May we also be “sent forth by God's blessing” as we 

encounter the world in our everyday life so that our 

grateful hearts will be expressed in acts of kindness and 

sharing.

Autumn - how quickly this year is moving along!  So 

much has happened in our church family!  With the 

holiday of Thanksgiving approaching, it seems like we 

have much to be thankful for within our congregation.  

Author Melody Beattie says that “Gratitude makes sense 

of our past, brings peace for today, and creates a vision 

for tomorrow.”  We are taught, as children, to be 

thankful in all things.  Throughout the Bible, we are 

encouraged to be thankful.  In 2 Corinthians 4:15, we 

are told that “the grace that is reaching more and more 

people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory 

of God” (NIV), and in Galatians 6:9 we are encouraged 

“not to become weary in doing good, for at the proper 

time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

Looking back at our “Come and See” event in October, 

we saw the excitement of many of you, showing your 

interest in growing your faith, while learning about 

ministries within our church, as well as serving our 

community.  With Thanksgiving Day almost here, it 

feels like the “attitude of gratitude” reaches much farther 

than enjoying this particular day.  E.P. Powell, an 

American author and journalist, tells us that 

“Thanksgiving Day is a jewel, to sit in the hearts of 

honest men, but be careful that you do not take the day, 

and leave out the gratitude.”  I think we all know that 

there is much to be grateful for, each and every day.

Author Lowell Streiker once asked his 4-year old 

grandson how he liked his Thanksgiving dinner.  “I 

didn't like the turkey much, but I sure loved the bread it 

ate!” he replied. 

Just like this 4-year old child, let's be grateful for all that 

we have, as we celebrate Thanksgiving Day, and move 

forward to serve others, as we are taught to do.

God bless you all,

Kathy Appleton

Associate Lay Leader

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

First United Methodist Church is a community of faith 

committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a 

hurting world through words and actions.

* * * * * * *IT'S COMING!

November 21st & 22nd

Mark your calendars and be sure to join us for our 

2015 Stewardship Weekend!  Watch your 

mailboxes and upcoming Sunday bulletins for 

more details.
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FFFFRRRROOOOMMMM    TTTTHHHHEEEE    DDDDIIIIRRRREEEECCCCTTTTOOOORRRR

OOOOFFFF    CCCCHHHHRRRRIIIISSSSTTTTIIIIAAAANNNN    EEEEDDDDUUUUCCCCAAAATTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

“I will praise God's name in song and glorify him with thanksgiving.”

Psalm 69:30 NIV

Have you ever awakened and immediately had a song in 

your head that you just can't get out? I have many, many 

times. I've also often heard other people say “I can't get 

that song out of my head!”  My typical response to that 

statement is, “then let's sing it!” (It doesn't have to be a 

“Jesus” song, I love many different genres.)

Having the opportunity to sing and praise God in song is 

truly a gift and one that should not be taken lightly. The 

book of Psalms is filled with praise choruses, which 

remind us that singing and praising is a wonderful way 

to stay connected to God. We are even instructed to 

“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all 

the earth. Sing to the Lord, praise his name; 

proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his 

glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among 

all peoples...” (Psalm 96)

During this month when so much of our focus is on 

giving thanks let us never forget to give thanks for the 

opportunities we have to “praise God's name in song 

and glorify him with thanksgiving.”

So what was the last song that was resonating in your 

heart and head?

Mine was the song that our First Light preschool 

children are learning as their prayer chorus. “Lord Jesus 

help me day by day to grow like you in every way. So 

good, so kind so gentle too, that all may know I follow 

you.” (We Sing Children's Song Book)

The conclusion that I make as I think about all this is 

that you will sing, praise and give thanks to God if you 

choose to put Him first and let Him be your guiding 

light.  When we do that, the praises just flow!

In Christ,

Karen Murray, DCE

“Give thanks to the Lord for He is Good, His love 

endures forever.” (Psalm 106)

Just a Few Reminders…

Our Church Library is open Everyday during regular 

office hours and on Sundays. Come visit the Library and 

check-out a book, movie or CD.

Our Thursday Youth Program is for children ages 5 - 6th 

grade. All are welcome! The program includes dinner, 

choir & fellowship!

The Sunday School Classes have plenty of room. Feel 

free to join one! Classes meet at 9:30 & 11:00.

* * * * * * *

ORGAN RECITAL

by Glenn Rodgers

Sunday, November 8th

3:00 PM

First UMC Music Director and Organist Glenn 

Rodgers will perform classical music on the 3-

manual Reuter Pipe Organ and Steinway 

Piano.  Please join us!

* * * * * * *

Daylight Saving Time

ends Sunday, Nov. 1st.

Remember to set your clocks 

back 1 hour before you go to 

bed on Sept. 30th!

* * * * * * *

Mark your calendars now to join us for this 

annual event.  More information to follow in upcoming 

Sunday bulletins.

ADVENT WREATH NIGHT

Sunday, Nov. 29th
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* * * * * * *

VETERANS' 

APPRECIATION SERVICE

On Sunday, November 15, 2015, FUMC 

will honor military veterans during our 

Veterans' Appreciation Service at 2:30 p.m. in the 

sanctuary.

Our guest speaker, Wayne Snover graduated from 

Dickinson College in June of 1968. That same summer 

he was drafted into the Army; did basic training at Fort 

Bragg, North Carolina; Advanced Individual Training at 

Fort Polk, Louisiana; and shipped out to Vietnam in 

January 1969 where he was assigned to the First 

Infantry Division. He returned from Vietnam in March 

1970 having acquired the rank of Sergeant.  After 

spending some time figuring out what he wanted to do 

Wayne became a Math teacher. He taught in four 

different Philadelphia schools before going to the 

administration building to work in the Educational 

Technology Department. He retired from the School 

District of Philadelphia after 35 years in education. 

Wayne is a member of the First United Methodist 

Church of Germantown and has lived with his wife, 

Janet, for 33 years. He has two children ages 27 and 30. 

One lives in Germantown while the other lives in 

Washington, DC.

  Light refreshments will follow the service in 

Fellowship Hall. All are invited to attend our annual 

service, especially our veterans, those presently serving 

in the armed forces, their families, and friends. FUMC is 

handicapped accessible.

GROUNDS FOR GOOD

Friday, Nov. 6th

Grounds for Good Coffee House is back on Friday, 

November 6, at 8 pm in Fellowship Hall for another 

great evening of music and fellowship for a worthy 

cause.  Matt DeVenti will perform an array of acoustic 

Christian songs, perfect for those who prefer laid-back, 

quieter performances.  Admission, coffee and tea are all 

FREE, with delicious homemade goodies available for 

purchase.  Proceeds and donations will benefit the 

Burlington County Food Banks as they prepare to serve 

those in need this Thanksgiving season.  All are 

encouraged to bring nonperishable food items to donate 

to the Food Banks.

THANKSGIVING FOOD COLLECTION

The Outreach Committee is once again doing a 

Thanksgiving Food Collection.  Collected food will be 

divided between two food banks in Moorestown:  St. 

Matthew Lutheran Church and Bethel AME Church.  

Food collected will only be for a Thanksgiving dinner.  

A box should contain:

There is also a need for foil baking pans and gift cards 

for turkeys or hams from Shop Rite or Acme.  If you 

would rather make a monetary donation, make checks 

payable to either St. Matthew Lutheran Church or 

Bethel AME Church.  Donations of cash can be left in 

our church office or given to Marilyn Arbittier.  The 

food boxes will be collected in the Music foyer at 

FUMC through Nov. 8th.  The Outreach Committee 

wishes to thank everyone for their generosity in 

providing a holiday meal for those less fortunate in our 

neighborhoods.

*Please note: FUMC and St. Matthew CANNOT store 

fresh vegetables or turkeys, and Bethel AME has a 

limited amount of space.  If you have a turkey to 

donate, please call Bethel AME, 856-435-3152 to 

arrange a drop off time with them.  Any questions, call 

Marilyn Arbittier, 856-235-3701.

1 large box of stuffing

2 large jars of gravy

3 cans of vegetables

1 can of cranberries

1 bag of rice

2 large cans of fruit

1 large box of instant potatoes

OR 2 lg cans of sweet potatoes

1 Jar of peanut butter

1 Jar of jelly

1 box of pasta

1 jar of pasta sauce
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MIRIAM

CIRCLE

Welcome All Ladies of All Ages!  Our November 

meeting will be at 10:00 A.M. Saturday morning the 

14th.  Our hostesses, May Van Fossen and Alice 

Davidson, will provide delicious refreshments.  Helen 

Holler will lead in our devotions.

Our program for the morning will be concerning Home 

Health Care presented by Nancy MacBride.  Janet Ash 

will give us information about our pledges and the 

people we help through the year.

We are looking forward to seeing you on Nov. 14th.  

Don't forget to put it on your calendar.

ADULT FELLOWSHIP

We will meet on Nov. 21, 2015 in the Fellowship Hall.

We will have the privilege of hearing the renowned 

Sterling String Band led by Jim McDonald. Don't miss 

is.  Maybe you have seen or heard them in the 

Mummer's Parade.  For reservations please call Dot or 

Zolly Nemeth, 856-273-9096 or Sherry & Jack Evans, 

856-234-8090.  Please RSVP by Nov. 19th.

12:00 noon Meeting & Greeting

12:30 Devotions - Pat Mengel

12:45 Our Covered Dish Luncheon

Bring a friend and don't forget your place-settings and 

your appetite.  Hope to see you there.  Come join the 

fun.  Mark it on your calendar right now!!

Deaths:

Mary Berner

on October 10, 2015

* * * * * * *

* * * * * * *

LIGHT HARBOR

MINISTRY

Every third Sunday of the month we travel to the Mt. 

Laurel Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare in Mt. 

Laurel, NJ to worship with the residents from 2:30 - 

3:30 in the afternoon.  We plan a special Sing Along for 

the months of December 2015 and February & May 

2016.

If you love to sing or dance, play an instrument, read to 

others, share some God experiences, or help other 

people please consider being a part of this ministry. If 

you have other gifts or talents that would bring God's 

love to the residents please contact Linda Wanagas at 

856-273-1298. 

Every November since 2006, Light Harbor Ministry has 

hung a red Christmas Stocking in the narthex with 

names of residents from Mt. Laurel Center who have 

little or no family to remember them on holidays. Details 

will be placed with the stocking and in the bulletin so 

please look for our red Christmas Stocking hanging 

in the narthex around Thanksgiving. We never know 

how many names we will receive but you have always 

been ready to take a name or two and purchase a special 

Christmas gift for them. 

As Thanksgiving approaches I pray that you enjoy all 

the beautiful sights, sounds, and smells of the fall season 

and give thanks to the Creator of it all!

Linda Wanagas

* * * * * * *

HELP FILL OUR

MITTEN TREE

1st UMC will again be sponsoring a collection of gloves, 

mittens, hats & scarves to help those in need in our 

communities to stay warm this winter.  Helping is easy!  

As you do your shopping this coming Christmas season, 

just pick up an extra item or two, and place your 

donations on the “Mitten Tree” found in the Sunday 

School lobby (by the elevator).  Or, let your children 

pick out an item they think a child their age would like, 

and hang it on the tree before Sunday School!  And if 

you like to knit or crochet, hand-made items make 

wonderful donations.  The Mitten Tree will be up 

beginning Nov. 28th, and donations will be collected 

until Dec. 14th.  All items will be donated to Emergency 

Services of Burlington County.  Last year we collected 

300 items!  Please help us once again to help so many in 

this season of giving - if each of us makes a small 

donation, together we can make a big difference.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
   

Fall Fest/Hoedown
On 11/07/15 at 6:00PM to 10:00PM
Please join us for a Fall Festival and Hoedown in Fellowship Hall, featuring Caller Richard Stillman.  All are 

invited for a night of fellowship, food and square dancing.
   

Youth Lock In/Property Work Day
On 11/13/15 from 6:00PM to 11/14/15 at 5:00PM
All Jr. & Sr. High youth are invited to the “Lock In”.  We begin Friday night with activities and Saturday we will 

help with Property Work Day & end the day with Paintball.
   

Mid-Winter Advance - Keswick
On 01/15/16 at 6:00PM to 01/17/16 at ??PM
Our Mid-Winter Advance retreat at America's Keswick is scheduled for Jan. 15-17, 2016.  Save the date.

Welcome to our November Newsletter
   

Kathy Clawges, Youth Director   kclawges@gmail.com
   

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group meets every Sunday 7:00 - 8:30 pm in the

youth rooms
   

Bible Study - Jr. & Sr. High meet every Wednesday 6-8pm - dinner

included
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Teens and Smartphone Addiction
By HomeWord.com

Recent studies point to some troubling aspects of teenagers' use of their smartphones.

In one study, research from the Wales Institute of Social and Economic Research found that about 20% of teens 

wake up in the middle of the night to check their smartphones for recent notifications or to post their own 

status updates.  The researchers found that these students almost always go to school the next day feeling 

tired.

In another study from Glasgow University, researchers found that teens who use their smartphones overnight 

are at increased risk for anxiety and depression.

A third study, by researchers at Baylor University, suggests that smartphone use - both for adolescents and 

adults - may be as addictive alcohol and drugs - a conclusion reached because researchers determined that 

some smartphone users demonstrate similar behaviors to alcohol and drug addicts.

What Can Parents Do?

• Be proactive in setting guidelines for smartphone usage with  your teens and tweens.  The sooner you begin 

smartphone usage conversations with your kids, the better.

• Be sure to set expectations for overnight usage for phones.  Our recommendation:  establish a location in 

your home to dock/charge all smartphones overnight.  Establish a no overnight usage policy for everyone 

(including parents) and the times (like 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.) for when the phones are off-limits.

• Monitor your teen's smartphone usage.  Creating the understanding that you will periodically monitor 

phone usage time can help motivate your teen to be responsible.

• Establish regular smartphone “fasting” days for your family.  This will help kids understand that it's possible 

to survive without technology.  They may even learn to enjoy these days.

• Be an advocate for your teen to experience more face-to-face interaction with their friends.

• Evaluate whether your teen is demonstrating any signs of smartphone addiction.  According to the website, 

teensafe.com, some potential signs of smartphone addiction are:

- uncomfortable withdrawal symptoms when teens aren't allowed to use their smartphone

- weight loss

- insomnia

- anxiety

- feeling “phantom phone vibrations”

- isolation from friends and family.

• We highly recommend buying the parent smartphone guidebook, Should I Just Smash My Kid's Phone?, by 

Doug Fields and Jonathan McKee, for an in-depth look at this issue.
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Mentoring Your Kids
By Jim Burns

Parents are mentors to their kids.  Studies tell us that for good or bad, you are their most influential person in 

the most important stages of their life.  From the day our kids are born, we become mentors, involved in the 

process of leaving a legacy to a new generation.

To better understand what it means to mentor our kids, let's look at four biblical examples of mentoring:

1.  Jesus and His Disciples:  Being Real.  Jesus spent time “doing life” with His disciples.  Like your family, they 

lived out their daily lives together.  They observed how Jesus carried out His day.  They watched Him and they 

knew His habits.  Of course, Jesus was perfect and we are not.  The thing is, kids would have a very difficult time 

relating to parents who were perfect, so just being real is one of the great ways of mentoring.

Your kids need to see your everyday life, your faith, even times when you are vulnerable.  I heard a missionary 

tell an audience once, “You are the only Jesus somebody knows.”  You are the only Jesus your child knows.

2.  Eli and Samuel:  Instruction in Hearing the Word of God.  You probably remember the story:  Eli was young 

Samuel's teacher.  While Eli was asleep, God spoke to Samuel.  Samuel didn't recognize the voice of God, so 

three times he interrupted Eli's sleep.  Finally, Eli figured out God was speaking to Samuel and Eli taught Samuel 

how to respond to the word of God.

The most effective way to mentor our kids in hearing the word of God is for our children to see us reading and 

listening to His Word.  Through this we teach them, and another generation is able to hear and respond to God.

3.  Moses and Joshua:  Passing on Wisdom.  Moses was very intentional about passing on his wisdom and 

preparing Joshua for the Promised Land.  You, too, are in a relationship where it is your job to pass on wisdom to 

your kids at appropriate times in their lives.

When our kids were growing up, Cathy and I discovered that it was best to find a teachable moment in the 

everyday happenings of life to engage in meaningful conversations with them.  You have wisdom to pass along.  

Find ways to creatively share it with  your kids so it doesn't feel like school or a lecture.

4.  Paul and Timothy:  Sharing Life.  Paul called Timothy his son and treated him as such even though Timothy 

had other parents.  As they lived, worked, and traveled together, Paul mentored Timothy.  It is in the daily 

sharing of life that your habits, character, and lifestyle will bless your kids.


