The Messenger
First United Methodist Church Newsletter
446 Camden Avenue, Moorestown, NJ 08057
856-235-0450
Rev. Richard Nichols, Pastor
Rev. HeyYoung Horton, Associate Pastor
Glenn Rodgers, Director of Music
Karen Murray, Director of Christian Education
Kathy Clawges, Director of Youth
Doug Hamilton, Maintenance Coordinator
Devika Gill, Director of First Light Learning Center
Join us for Worship - Saturday 5:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am
Visit us on the Web at: www.meetwithGod.com -or- Email us at: church@meetwithGod.com

SEPTEMBER 2015

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

200th
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION!

Sept. 2nd
Sept. 6th
Sept. 7th
Sept. 8th
Sept. 9th
Sept. 9th
Sept. 10th
Sept.10th
Sept. 10th
Sept. 13th
Sept. 14th
Sept. 16th
Sept. 19th
Sept. 19th
Sept. 20th
Sept. 20th
Sept. 20th
Sept. 20th
Sept. 20th
Sept. 20th
Sept. 20th
Sept. 25th
Sept. 26-27
Sept. 29th
Sept. 30th
Oct. 1st

Anniversaries are special times
of memories and celebration.
For the church it is a time of
thanksgiving
for
God's
faithfulness and to remember all
of the wonderful blessings God has provided through the
years. This year we have had the opportunity to
celebrate First United Methodist Church's 200th
Anniversary with a number of special events and
activities. On August 21, we remembered the actual
birthday of our church with a joyous party at our annual
Peach Festival.
We all are looking forward to our 200th Anniversary
Celebration service on Sunday, September 13 with one
service of worship at 10:00 am. The service will include
special music, participation of former pastors,
recognition of those who have been members for 50 or
more years, and preaching by our Bishop, John Schol.
This wonderful service of worship will be followed by a
time of fellowship and a chicken barbeque. Our
Anniversary celebration promises to be a great time of
rejoicing and praise as we give thanks to God for our
rich history and look forward to God's continued
blessing and leading in the days and years ahead. Invite
others to join you in sharing this special Anniversary
service.

Sing-Along at Mt. Laurel Ctr. - 10:30pm
Sunday School Meet & Greet - 9:30am
Labor Day - Church office closed
Church Council - 7:00 pm
DivorceCare & DC4K begin - 6:30pm
Single & Parenting begins - 6:30 pm
Youth Grp/Dinner/Choir begins - 4:30pm
Youth Choir begins - 7:00pm
Adult Choir begins - 8:00pm
200th Anniversary Service - 10:00am
Miriam Circle hosting baby shower - 7pm
Internat'l Women's Friendship Grp-10am
Eyes of Our Hearts breakfast-7:00 am
Adult Fellowship - 6:00 pm
Men's Breakfast - 7:45 am
Sunday School begins - 9:30 & 11:00 am
Adult Handbells begins - 12:15pm
Youth Handbells begins - 6:00pm
Light Harbor - 2:30 pm
Blessing of the Animals - 3:00 pm
Jr./Sr. High UMYF begins - 7:00-8:30pm
MEND Crab Feast at Lenola Firehouse
Christian Education weekend - all services
Crafts for Good - 7:00 - 8:30 pm
Rummage Sale - 6:00-9:00 pm
Rummage Sale - 9:30am-2pm;6-8:30pm
*******

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Pastor Richard

First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.
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In Joshua 10, verses 6-8, 9, and 12-14, I also read about
the necessity of prayer - persistent prayer, especially. 1
Thessalonians 5:17 tells us to “pray without ceasing”.
Psalm 145:18 encourages us that “The Lord is near to all
who call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth.”
Colossians 4:2 reminds us to “continue steadfastly in
prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.

Back to School - here we come! I imagine that those of
you who are responsible for children of any age are
relieved that they are back in school. Time to catch your
breath!
Not so fast! God calls all of us to be lifelong learners.
Reading an article by David Mathis (author, as well as
an elder at Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis) I
read that teaching and learning are at the very heart of
our faith. David goes on to remind us that Jesus is the
consummate teacher. God designed the church to be a
community of lifelong learners under the earthly
guidance of leaders who are teachers at heart
(desiringgod.org).

As we move forward and continue to grow and learn,
let's remember that we are not just learners of principles,
but of a Person. We are lifelong learners in relationship
with Jesus as we hear His voice in His word and have
His ear in prayer, and share in community with His
body, all through the power of His spirit.

Our Visioning Committee is working hard, with much
prayer and discussion, to move forward with new ideas
that have been suggested by many of you.

Let's work together, until the day of Christ's coming, and
beyond. Who's ready to pack your “back to school” kit
and continue working?

Many of us have felt the comfort of Philippians 1:6, that
“He who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion.” We know that our learning will not be
done, even in heaven (Ephesians 2:7 - “In the coming
ages God will show the immeasurable riches of His
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”)

God bless you all in this new “back to school” season!
Kathy Appleton, Associate Lay Leader
*******

What is the framework for our lifelong learning? How
might we go about practicing such learning for a
lifetime?

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
On Sunday afternoon, September 20 at 3:00 pm, we are
inviting our friends and neighbors to bring their pets and
join us for our first Blessing of the Animals, which will
be held in our courtyard. Dogs, cats, birds and other
companion animals are invited.

Reading a speech by Rebecca Mieliwock, the 2012
teacher of the year, I found her pointers helpful on
beginning each new school year:
Before you teach, create the system by which your
classroom will be run.
Make sure you have a clear focus for what you
expect.
Put everyone to work.
Dignity, so every tricky situation is a win-win.
Work together.
Take care of yourself.

From a spiritual standpoint, this worship service will
provide an opportunity to celebrate our deep connection
with creation and each other that our pets help enable.
It will also provide an excellent way for us to connect
with our neighbors and our community.
All pets will need to be on a leash or otherwise
restrained. As part of the service, we will collect cans
or bags of pet food to donate to the Burlington County
Animal Shelter. Mark your calendars, invite your
friends and spread the word. Rain date is Sept. 27.
Questions: Margie Morgan at 856-764-1247 or
margmorgan75@gmail.com.

I also read more from David Mathis, and his five
principles for lifelong learning:
Diversify your sources and seasons
Create space and redeem spare time
Mind your mindless moments
Adapt to new media
Embrace the identity of learner.
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F RO M T H E DI RE C TO R
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts.
Use them well to serve one another. 1Peter 4:10
For several weeks this past summer Pastor Richard and
Pastor HeyYoung spoke about the “Outward Focused
Church.” What great messages we heard about Serving,
Giving and Missions!

Thursday Youth Group, Dinner & Choir Combo
Begin September 10th Young Followers - K-1
Begin with Dinner at 4:30 then Choir at 5:15 and
returning for Fellowship from 5:45-6:30
CHUM & Trailblazers - 2nd Grade - 6th
Begin with Choir at 4:30 then Dinner & Fellowship
from 5:15 to 6:30.
This is a great opportunity for the children to make
lasting friendships while experiencing, singing and
learning about God. (Volunteers are always needed.)

As you pray about how to embrace those ideas and put
them to work in your own life I would like to challenge
you to consider how you can assist in equipping others
to do the same.
One way is by volunteering right here at 1st UMC in the
Education Department. We are in need of several people
to assist with our Sunday School program, specifically
in the 3rd, 4th & 5th grade classes at 9:30 and our 11:00
Children's program. There is also a great need for
helping with the Sr. High Sunday School program.

DivorceCare, DivorceCare4Kids and
Parenting - Begin September 9th at 6:30.

Single

&

First Place 4 Health -Begins the week of September
10th. Check the Bulletin Announcement Page & the
Website for specific dates & times.

From past experience I can tell you that when people
volunteer to help others learn and grow in Christ both
parties are blessed. We often hear Pastor Richard say
“Bless the giver as well as the receiver.”

Prayer & Pilates will resume on Wednesday,
September 9th & Monday September 14th at 5:30

So if you are willing to risk receiving a blessing then
consider volunteering in the Education Department.
Curriculum is provided and I promise JOY will be
received.

Christian Education Weekend September 26th & 27th
During the Worship Services we will be celebrating the
many volunteers who have answered “the Call” to
service in the Education Department. The current 3rd
Graders will also be receiving their very own Bible at
the 9:30 Worship Service. This is a special day, Come
Celebrate!

~Peace,
Karen Murray, DCE
**********************
Sunday School for All ages begins on September 6th
with a MEET & GREET in Fellowship Hall.

If you would like to volunteer in the Christian
Education Department, please contact me at 856-2221120 or via e-mail at education@meetwithGod.com.

Due to our special ANNIVERSARY Service on
September 13th at 10:00am our REGULAR Sunday
School Program will begin on September 20th!
9:30 - 2yr. olds thru Adult
11:00 - Kindergarten thru Adults
(A few volunteers are still needed to assist with Sunday
School at both hours.)

*******

Deaths:
Harris Fister
on August 5, 2015

Soup & Study will Resume on OCTOBER 7th Soup Dinner at 6:00 & Studies begin at 7:00 unless
otherwise noted. Check the Weekly Announcement
Page for further Information.
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YOU'RE INVITED TO
A BABY SHOWER

RUMMAGE SALE SCHEDULE
September 30th and October 1st, 2015
Location:
First United Methodist Church (Fellowship Hall)
446 Camden Avenue
Moorestown

A baby shower for Pastor Richard & Joanna's new
grandson, sponsored by the Miriam Circle will be held
on Monday, September 14th at 7pm in Fellowship Hall.
We are inviting anyone that would like to attend to
RSVP to Mary Lou Nelson, 856-296-3704 or Ragnhild
Moyer, 856-985-3527 before September 10th. Any
clothing gifts should be in the 18-24 month range, light
clothing preferably, since Honduras has temperatures 80
degrees or more year round. If you would prefer to give
a check, the check should be made out to Amanda
Peoples.

Hours:
Wednesday 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Thursday 9:30 am to 2:00 pm and
(Bag Night) 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm
**Soup & snack lunch served from 11:30 am to 2:00 pm
on Thursday

*******

Donations Accepted:
Sunday Sept. 27th, 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Monday Sept. 28th & Tuesday Sept. 29th, 8 am to 8 pm
(Sorry, we may need to close doors early for donations if
we are full.)
Please, no magazines, encyclopedias, large furniture,
large exercise equipment, tube type televisions or
monitors, or anything requiring two people to carry.

LAY LEADERSHIP
ACADEMY
A Lay Leadership Academy is being held on Friday
evening, September 11th, and Saturday, September
12th, at the Haddonfield United Methodist Church. I
attended last year, and was encouraged by the
presentations, and the connections that I made.
Information is on the Conference website:
www.gnjumc.org. (2015 Laity Leadership Academy).
Participation is encouraged, and all the information you
need is on the website.

*Sponsored by Adult Fellowship and the Education &
Youth Departments
Our thanks to Wegmans for providing
the paper bags for Bag Night, and for contributing
toward our expenses for the soup & snack lunch.

Thank you,
Kathy Appleton
Associate Lay Leader

*******
ADULT FELLOWSHIP
We resume meeting
evening of Sept. 19th.
6:00 PM
6:25 PM
6:45 PM

in the Fellowship Hall on the
Meeting & Greeting
Devotions
Our Covered Dish Supper

Our very own “Music Man”, Glenn Rodgers, will make
us sing for our supper. Come join us for a night of
fellowship, good food, and a few laughs.
For reservations, please call Lucy Townsend, 856-7979449 or Carol Rudolph, 856-235-9206. Bring a friend
and don't forget your place-setting! Hope to see you
there. Come join the fun.
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MUSIC MINISTRY - REHEARSAL TIMES & START UP DATES
ADULT CHOIR Begins September 10th
Rehearsals are Thursdays from 8:00-9:30 p.m. The Adult Choir sings a wide variety of music at the 11:00 am worship
service, in addition to special concerts.
YOUTH CHOIR Begins September 10th
The Youth Choir is for teens in 7th - 12th grades. Rehearsals are Thursdays from 7:00-7:45 p.m. The Youth sing
contemporary as well as traditional style music.
WESLEY CHOIR Begins September 10th
The Wesley Choir is for children in 5th & 6th grades. Rehearsals are Thursdays from 4:30-5:15 p.m. Their music can
be in 2 parts, traditional, contemporary, and can also include an occasional soloist.
JUNIOR CHOIR Begins September 10th
The Junior Choir is for children in 2nd - 4th grades. Rehearsals are also Thursdays from 4:30-5:15 p.m. Their music is
also quite diverse. Junior and Wesley Choirs usually rehearse together - and put on a musical play on Mother's Day.
PRIMARY CHOIR Begins September 10th
The Primary Choir is for children aged 5 years through 1st grade. Rehearsals are on Thursdays from 5:15-5:45 p.m.
The children sing songs, play instruments & games, and joyfully sing songs of faith.
ADULT HANDBELL RINGERS Begins September 20th
Rehearsals are Sundays 12:15-1:15 p.m. Adult Bells have participated in local handbell festivals and play regularly in
church worship services.
YOUTH HANDBELL RINGERS Begins September 20th
Youth Handbell Ringers is for teens (7th - 12th grades). Rehearsals are Sundays 6:00-6:50 p.m. These talented
musicians not only add to our worship services, but they have also taken performing tours and participated in regional
handbell festivals.
JUBILATION CHIMERS Start date to be determined
Jubilation Chimers is a beginners handchime choir for young children. Rehearsals are Sundays 5:15-5:50 p.m.
PRAISE TEAM (Ongoing)
Our Praise Team, a group comprised of singers and a band, leads the 9:30 worship service with contemporary praise
choruses and hymns. Rehearsals are Monday nights, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
GOSPEL CHOIR (Ongoing)
Our newest musical group is for anyone from youth through senior citizens. Rehearsals are Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. and
Sundays at 12:15 p.m.
YOUTH PRAISE BAND (Ongoing)
Comprised of Junior & Senior High Youth. Rehearsals are Sunday afternoons from 4-5 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
LITURGICAL DANCE GROUP Rehearses as needed for special services.
A desire to serve and a willingness to commit to the music group are all that is required to become an active participant
in the music ministry. For more information, pick up a music ministry brochure in the narthex, or contact
Glenn Rodgers, our Music Director, at music@meetwithGod.com or 222-9369
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TAYLOR MASON

Comedian, Entertainer, Musician,
Ventriloquist, Actor
And FUMC Member
Coming to FUMC on October 18
Don't miss this show! Right here on our own Fellowship Hall stage, Sunday,
October 18 at 6:30 pm. Taylor will perform and entertain with his familyfriendly comedy and ventriloquism. 25 years of performing has taken Taylor
from Second City TV, to Star Search to headlining every major comedy club
in the country.
Taylor performs from 200 to 300 shows a year and we are thrilled to have him
here with his FUMC family once again. “Google” him or go to his website,
taylormason.com and see how much fun you're going to have!
We're serving dessert before the show so come at 6:30 and eat some delicious
treats. Tickets are $10/adult, $5/kids (12 and under) with a family maximum
of $25. Invite your friends, relatives and neighbors.
We'll be selling tickets in Fellowship Hall
between services starting in September or you
can call Lisa Kulp at 856-778-9323 or email
trklkk@comcast.net. More info to come on
the FUMC website meetwithGod.com.
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WELCOME BACK!
Kathy Clawges, Youth Director kclawges@gmail.com
Welcome to a new season of Youth Ministry! Our Regular Schedule:
Jr & Sr High Youth Group meets every Sunday from 7-8:30pm in the
youth rooms.
Our first meeting will be Sunday, Sept. 20th. All Jr & Sr High students
are welcome.

UPCOMING EVENTS
YOUTH GROUP BEGINS!
On 09/20/15 from 7:00PM to 8:30PM
Welcome ALL Jr. & Sr. High students!! We will meet in the youth rooms in the basement below Fellowship Hall. For
questions call, text, or email: Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148 or kclawges@gmail.com

Rummage Sale Fundraiser
On 09/27/15 at 12:30PM to 10/01/15 at 9:00PM
This is our biggest fundraiser and great opportunity to raise funds for trips throughout the year. Please contact Kathy
Clawges for sign up information.

Ignite Conference
On 10/02/15 at 6:00PM to 10/4/15 at 1:00PM
IGNITE is a weekend event held at the Wildwood Convention Center, for all Jr & Sr High students. It is an amazing
weekend of worship and fellowship. Save the date - more info to follow.

Page 7

The Messenger

Back-To-School Checklist
by HomeWord.com

Parenting Styles: New Findings
By Homeword.com

Here's a checklist to use in the run-up to the new school year that
can help make your home less “back-to-stress” and more “back-toschool.”

Two recent studies have reinforced earlier research and
conclusions about different parenting styles:

Academics: Encourage your children to do their best, learn all
they can, and do the best they can do. Intervene when they do
not, find help for them when they struggle, and affirm them when
they live up to their academic potential.

1) Parents who utilize a so-called “strength-based
parenting style” identify their children's strengths, affirm
these strengths in their kids and assist in helping their
kids build them. Kids whose parents employ this style
of parenting were found to be better able to cope with
stress and adapt to new life situations.

Anxiety: It's normal for students to feel stress over the upcoming
school year. Make your home a calming, secure environment and
reassure kids that their feelings are normal.
Calendar: Create a digital family calendar that syncs to each
family members' electronic devices to help everyone keep up-todate on what's going on and to help avoid scheduling conflicts.

2) On the other hand, helicopter parents, those who are
overinvolved in their kids' lives and prone to control,
solve problems, make decisions and intervene in their
children's conflicts were found to produce negative
effects.
Researchers discovered that children of
helicopter parents were more likely to have low selfesteem and engage in at-risk behaviors.

Connect:
Establish connections with school faculty,
administrators, and staff who can help with your questions and
provide direction for school-related issues as they arise.
Diet: Establish expectations for a healthy diet for your student.
Think through breakfast and lunch preparation responsibilities.
Family Dinners: Set a schedule for regular family dinnertimes
during the school year.
This will help maintain family
connections and allows for staying current with what's going on
in each other's lives.

What Can Parents Do?
• Understand that parents who are controlling don't
help their kids to become healthy adults. In fact,
controlling parents become obstacles to their teens'
development into healthy adulthood.

Homework: Establish expectations for your child regarding daily
homework. Create a reasonable homework routine that allows for
completion of daily assignments.

•

Kids flourish and become healthy with parents who
are involved, but not controlling. Involved parents
provide a lot of support and affirm strengths they
see in their kids, but provide them with the space to
learn how to solve their own problems, experience
consequences for both good and bad decisions, and
to learn from their mistakes.

•

Take some time to evaluate your own parenting
style. How does your parenting style serve to help
you teenager become a healthy adult? How does it
serve to stunt your teenager's development? What
changes to your parenting style should you make in
order to become a more effective parent?

Physical Activity:
Plan now to ensure your child has
opportunities for regular, adequate exercise.
Scheduling: Remember the adage, no one can do everything.
Help your kids set reasonable activity levels for participation in
sports, clubs, and extracurricular activities to reduce the risk of
over-commitment, stress, and burnout.
Set a Positive Tone: Start talking positively about the new school
year: classes, friends, and activities. Create positive anticipation.
Shopping: Get an early start by taking advantage of back-toschool sales now and to avoid the stress of shopping at the last
minute.
Sleep: Adjust bed and wake-up times to create healthy schoolyear sleep patterns before the first day of school to ensure that
your child has the energy and focus he/she needs on opening day.
Transportation: If traveling by school or public bus, be sure to
confirm bus stops and schedules. If carpooling, remember to
connect and confirm schedules with the other parents involved.
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS
Our Featured Member - Jamel J. Flag
motivators. The couple has been married for five years and
With God, all things are possible. Jamel gave up what was a
little Arianna attends FUMC's preschool.
well paying job with TD Bank to begin the journey that some
would think to be an impossible goal to accomplish when
The road to become a minister in the UMC is a long one and
confined to a wheelchair. Jamel desires to be a minister. He is
not an easy one. In addition to the formal education
a graduate of Liberty University having earned his Bachelor's
necessary, he has to be interviewed by several boards
Degree in Religion; majoring in Biblical and Theological
throughout the ordination process which can take a few years.
Studies and minoring in Church Ministries. He recently
He is now a Certified Candidate who has been approved for
applied and was accepted into the Master of Divinity program
licensing as a Local Pastor within the UMC. Next on the
at Princeton Theological Seminary.
“road to ordination” is commissioning which Jamel will be
eligible to apply for after completing at least half of his
Jamel was born and raised in Florida. Very shortly after
M.Div. credits. FUMC has played a big role in encouraging
Jamel's birth his family realized that there was something
him and his family throughout this process.
different about him. He was born with Cerebral Palsy. He is
the fourth of six children; he has three brothers and two
Being a minister and a minister's wife is not always easy. Just
sisters. All of Jamel's family still lives in Florida. Most of
as people have personalities, so do congregations. We, at
Jamel's friends and family call him by his nickname “JJ”
FUMC, are a welcoming congregation. Jamel could be asked
which he prefers as his name is so often mispronounced.
to minister to a congregation who may have a problem with
his being in a wheelchair or perhaps his personal style. It is
While Jamel has been a part of the United Methodist Church
hoped that he is appointed to a church that is willing to get to
since 2007 he attended a Baptist Church in Miami, Florida for
know this hard-working devoted couple. In the meantime,
the majority of his childhood. Schooling took place in the
Jamel, Ebony and Arianna have packed up their belongings
same city with English being his favorite subject. He credits
and are settling in on the Princeton Seminary campus.
his interest in volunteering with having helped him to discern
a call to ministry. He was 16 years old when he first formally
With the busyness of the recent move and working as the
expressed this interest to his pastor although it had been in the
church's Ministry Intern for the summer as well as preparing
back of his mind for quite a while. In high school, he
for the upcoming semester Jamel enjoys his down time.
demonstrated leadership qualities as he was president of his
When not studying, he reads to stay informed of current
senior class.
events and politics. He enjoys looking at old black and white
movies, especially the comedies.
After graduating high school and spending time working with
various churches and non-profit organizations, a good friend,
Jamel was sure to share his gratitude for the staff and
knowing both Jamel and Ebony, thought that they should get
members of FUMC,
to know each other. There was a problem; by this time Jamel
“So many of you who are a part of this community of faith
was living in North Carolina and Ebony was in New Jersey.
have played an integral part in our lives. Over the past few
The two of them had somewhat of a long-distance friendship
years you have truly become family to us. Recently, my wife
developing over the telephone until Jamel was offered a job
and a bunch of FUMC's members held a surprise party in my
to help in starting what was supposed to be a new church
honor, celebrating my graduation from Liberty University
plant in New Jersey. Their budding friendship made it much
and acceptance into Princeton Theological Seminary. The
easier for Jamel to make the move to New Jersey. Their first
outpouring of love and generosity shown to me was
official date was to a local steakhouse. The two of them
overwhelming to say the least. Thank you all so much!
would eventually marry in the spring of 2010. Ebony enjoys
Whether your love for me was shared through a gift; word of
working with youth and has several years of experience
encouragement, or your presence - Thank you!!! There were
working with children and youth who are considered at risk.
also a handful of members who made themselves available to
A fact that Jamel says, “made Ebony even more attractive”.
help us in moving from Maple Shade to Princeton. Thank you
all so much!!! I cannot put into words how much your
This marriage is a true partnership. These two are supporting
exertion of strength and sweat has meant to my family and
and helping each other reach their ultimate goals. Ebony is a
myself. You all were and are truly the hands and feet of Jesus
graduate of Moore College of Art and Design in Philadelphia,
in the earth.”
PA. She holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree, having
majored in Illustration and minoring in Graphic Design. Her
Our congregation will stay interested in their endeavors and
portfolio contains incredible life like portraits of people.
cheer them on; helping when we can. With God's help and
Ebony is currently a freelance illustrator as well a substitute
their hard work, they will complete this long journey.
teacher in various counties in New Jersey. Jamel credits
having a wife and a child, Arianna amongst his greatest
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