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“Jesus saith onto him, 'I am the way, the truth, and the 
life'” (John 14:6).  Several months ago, maybe even a few 

weeks ago, if you had told me that, I would have thought 

you were crazy.  As a true believer of science and 
evidence, the Bible seemingly could not be.  I decided to 

pursue confirmation class in hope that this though would 

change.  

Over the course of countless Sunday mornings and nights 

praying to a mystery, I found a balance.  My teachers were 
willing to answer any questions I had and provide support.  

For that, I thank them.  

Confirmation class has changed my life.

I have learned that Jesus doesn't ask us to not ask 
questions, he asks us to have faith in him even when we 

have questions.  I still do have questions that no one can 

answer for sure, but that is okay.  

I have also learned that I can ask anyone for help.  I 

usually prefer keeping things to myself, and asking my 
questions could be hard.  I am glad I asked them though.  I 

made a lot of decisions this year: extracting negative 

people from my life, deciding what was best for me and 
finding time to breathe.  I am happy that Jesus could help 

me make these decisions.  

My faith isn't perfect and probably will not ever be.  I am, 

however, happier knowing that someone died for me.  

Happier now that I can put my faith in something that lasts 
forever.  The journey has been long and it is not over.  But 

it has all been worth it so far.

Thank you  

Grace Harsche

Hello.  My name is Fisher Hudak and I am a part of this 
2015 confirmation class.  These past months have been an 

amazing experience for me.  I have learned so much.  

However, going into this, I really had no idea what to 
expect.  I felt that God was calling me to do this and I was 

excited to begin confirming my faith.  Throughout the 

course of this expedition, I learned more in depth about 
key Methodist and Christian ideas, faiths, and practices.  

For instance we learned about creation, sacraments, and 

sin.  I had always had a basic idea of Christianity, but I had 
so many questions.  Confirmation has allowed me to have 

these questions answered.  Events such as Keswick and the 

Sonrise service on Easter have bestowed me with first hand 
experiences on being completely committed to my faith.  

When I was away on retreat at Keswick, we had an 

evening service that was very important to me.  The 
service was very powerful and I felt the Holy Spirit more 

than I ever have before.  It hit me out of nowhere like a 

gust of wind and it felt like Jesus was holding me.  It's 
something that I will never forget.  Mrs. Murray, Mr. Sims, 

Pastor Richard and all of the other instructors have 

provided me, with what I believe, is a perfect foundation to 
be fully committed and dedicated to being a disciple of 

Christ in the First United Methodist Church of 

Moorestown.  Before this experience, I was just another 
kid that went to church, sat with his giant family, sang 

hymns, and listened to the sermon.  Finishing this journey I 

know that I am now choosing to go to church because I 
want to go, I am singing the hymns because I want to 

worship the Lord and I want to feel the Holy Spirit, and I 

am listening to the sermon because I want to and I enjoy it.  
I have better learned to put all my faith in the Lord because 

he has a plan for me.  I now feel that I am prepared to talk 

to God, listen to God, and act in his son's footsteps.  I am 

anxious to step into my new journey and to make my 

relationship with God my number one priority.  Thank 

you.

As many of you heard on Confirmation Sunday (May 17th) two of our Confirmation Class Students gave a brief message 

about how going through the Confirmation Class impacted their lives and especially their faith journey.  Both messages 

were heart warming and truly reflected the reason why having such a program is so important.  With that in mind below 

are the messages that were given, one by Grace Harsche and the other by Fisher Hudak.  Please continue to keep all of our 

young people in prayer as they continue on in faith.    ~Karen Murray, DCE
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FFFFRRRROOOOMMMM    PPPPAAAASSSSTTTTOOOORRRR    HHHHEEEEYYYYYYYYOOOOUUUUNNNNGGGG

During the past 11 years of my faith journey here at 

FUMC Moorestown, I was never asked to write 

anything for Pastor's Corner. So when Pastor Richard 

asked me to write one for this month's Messenger, I 

guess I looked a little hesitant. I think Pastor Richard 

noticed my uncomfortable posture, as he encouraged me 

to write something from what I shared during the sermon 

“About Faith” I had just given.

This sermon came about after I had spent some time in 

what I called my dark hours. I shared that I had received 

a phone call informing me a dear friend's cancer had 

gotten to him paralyzing him from neck down. This 

information made my heart and mind sink into the 

sadness and discouragement. I was attempting to write a 

sermon and I couldn't think of anything I wanted to 

share with others. Things seemed so dark that I had 

started doubting my own faith in God. Then I read 

Hebrews 11. 

Hebrews 11:1 tells us “Faith is assurance of things 

hoped for and the conviction of things not seen”. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 says faith is gift of God. “It is by grace 

you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God.” 

When I saw faith as the gift from the Lord, I was able to 

see faith as God's grip (assurance) in my time of trial. 

No matter how much I am struggling and sinking in the 

dark, God's grip (assurance) will not let me go.

The word of God spoken to my troubled heart “Be 

strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, 

for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go. 

(Joshua 1:9)

No matter where I am, God's grip is there. That strong 

grip is my faith, which allows me to face the future 

unafraid. 

It has been very interesting to hear the feedback from 

many of you following my presenting that sermon. Some 

said that they became encouraged after hearing that even 

their pastor struggles about her faith. Some people even 

thanked me feeling I had granted them permission to be 

down. I am so glad to hear that people understand now 

that Pastors are not perfect and also struggle with life's 

problems the same as them. It is not us, but it is God. 

* * * * * * *

Our assurance is that God's grip is always stronger than 

anything we face in this life. 

So today I stretch my arms out to God. I know he is 

going to catch and hold on tight to me. I pray that 

anyone who is struggling finds God's grace and allows 

His strong grip in their life!! 

Pastor HeyYoung

WE'RE MAKING A CHANGE

THAT NEEDS YOUR ATTENTION!

Beginning with the month of July, we would like you 

to combine your historical mortgage giving with your 

support of the operating budget of our church.  So, if in 

the past you have given $25 weekly in the red envelope 

and $20 per month for the mortgage, we'd like you to 

now give $30 weekly in the red envelope.  Why, you 

might ask?  

You have responded very strongly to prior appeals for 

mortgage giving, but at the same time, giving to the 

operating budget has not been enough to meet our 

operating needs.  We have just completed refinancing 

the remainder of our mortgage, including a significant 

balloon payment that was due in a year and a half.  We 

lowered our interest rate and our monthly payment by 

stretching the remaining balance, with the balloon, to a 

ten-year term that will fully pay off the loan in the 

tenth year.

If total giving by each family continues at its recent 

historical rate - operations support and mortgage giving 

- we will have enough funds to satisfy our new, lower 

monthly payment and balance our operating budget.  It 

is very important to the life of our church's many 

ministries that the total giving continue at its 

present pace.  Of course, an increase would be nice, 

too, as it would allow us to start some new ministries.

You will also notice in your July envelope package that 

there will no longer be an envelope for the mortgage.  

Again, this doesn't mean we want you to stop giving, 

but just want you to combine what you've been giving 

to the mortgage with your operations support.

Thanks.
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FFFFRRRROOOOMMMM    TTTTHHHHEEEE    DDDDIIIIRRRREEEECCCCTTTTOOOORRRR    OOOOFFFF    CCCCHHHHRRRRIIIISSSSTTTTIIIIAAAANNNN    EEEEDDDDUUUUCCCCAAAATTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

 “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,
 just as in fact you are doing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11 NIV

Dear Friends, 

Summer is here and that's always a fun time to connect with family & friends. Remember though that your church 

needs you and God desires for you to continue worshiping Him, encouraging and building each other up in the 

community as well as staying focused on His teachings. So consider participating in some way during these 

summer months by attending a Sunday School class or joining a Bible Study or by Volunteering. Serving God's 

people whether young or old is always a blessing!

To God Be the Glory!

Karen Murray, DCE
    

*********************************************
    

VBS REGISTRATIONS due by JULY 10th. 

Visit the church website at www.meetwithGod.com for more details.

SUMMER EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

Beginning June 14th

CATALYST Renewed!  This group is designed for High School and College-Aged Youth to 

Build Community through Conversation. Participants in this group will be dismissed AFTER the Singing and 

prayer time but BEFORE the Sermon time DURING the 9:30 Worship Service. 

Facilitator: Jamel Flag Meets in Sr. High Room F-06

Beginning June 28th

SUNDAY FUSE!  This group is designed for Middle School Students including 5th - 8th grades to 

Connect Faith Through Fellowship. Participants in this group will be dismissed AFTER the Singing and prayer 

time but BEFORE the Sermon time DURING the 9:30 Worship Service. 

Facilitator: Kathy Clawges Meets in Jr. High Room F-05

Beginning July 12th at 9:30

Children's SUNDAY SCHOOL for Children 4yrs. through 4th Grade 

4's -1st grade Rm. E103; 2nd - 4th grade Rm. E104

 Volunteer Teachers & Helpers Needed! (Contact Karen Murray 856-266-0083 to volunteer. Curriculum Provided.)

ADULT CLASSES

9:30  Heritage Room (Topical/Book Study)

11:00  Heritage Room (Bible Study)

11:00  Room E203 (Sermon Discussion Group)

YOUTH SUMMER PROGRAM

Begins WEDNESDAY, July 1st 6pm-8pm Dinner Included

Open to all youth in Jr. & Sr. High

Also look for Special Summer Activities/trips!
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“MESSAGE OF HOPE” -

A Film by Tom Lee

First United Methodist Church is screening “Message of 

Hope” which is a Christian faith based film by church 

member Tom Lee, that was filmed right here at our 

church and the surrounding community.  You can see 

many familiar faces from our Church family in the film.  

The basic premise of the film is simple... “So in Christ 

we who are many form one body and each of us belongs 

to all the others”... Romans 12:5

Date:  Saturday July 11

Time:  6:00 for food and showing of film after 5:30

            church service

Admission:  free

Hope to see everybody there.

* * * * * * *

Redefining Success

The New Visions Committee at FUMC is off to a 

wonderful start!  It is very encouraging to see people of 

all ages and walks of life who are showing enthusiasm 

for moving in new directions in our church, as well as 

continuing in pathways that are already established.

It was also enlightening to hear stories of people's faith 

journeys, and what has brought each person to our 

church.  A common thread seems to be a passion for 

helping others, in areas of need and interest. 

I was reading an article titled “When God's Calling 

Leads To Failure”. The author (Richard Rohr - 

“Immortal Diamond: The Search for Our True Self” and 

“Falling Upward”) talks about taking a significant 

amount of risk in following God's calling. 

His primary question is:  “Who would sign up to be 

Abraham, or David, or Jeremiah?”  He says that a 

calling from God hardly guarantees comfort or freedom 

from risk taking.  

He also writes that God doesn't owe us a happy ending, 

but walks with us through low points, transforming 

failures into the gifts of mercy and compassion.  He also 

reminds us that God has our best interests in His hands.

Reading through all of the ideas that were compiled 

from our Super Sunday, there are many opportunities, 

from this list alone, to serve in our church and 

throughout our communities.  We hope you all will be 

looking for information, in the near future, to become 

more involved in our faith community.

I would like to leave you with this message from the 

apostle Paul, in his letter to the Philippians.  Philippians 

3:14 - I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 
which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

God bless you all, and keep on serving!

Kathy Appleton

Associate Lay Leader

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Jul. 1st Sing-Along at Mt. Laurel Ctr. - 10:30 am

Jul 1st Jr/Sr Hi summer program begins - 6-8pm

Jul. 3rd Church office closed

Jul. 4th Independence Day

Jul. 7th Jr./Sr. High Beach Day - 9:30am-9:00pm

Jul. 11th “Message of Hope” screening - 6:00 pm

Jul. 12th Summer Sunday School begins- 9:30 am

Jul. 12-17 The Philadelphia Project mission trip 

Jul. 15th Internat'l Women's Friendship Grp-10 am

Jul. 18th Eyes of Our Hearts Camden b'fast - 7 am

Jul. 19th Light Harbor - 2:30 pm

Jul. 21st The Serving Plate - 5:00 pm

Jul. 28th Jr./Sr. High Beach Day - 9:30am-9:00pm

* * * * * * *

Baptisms:

Anthony John Caulk

on May 24, 2015; son of

Kevin & Lauren Caulk

Deaths:

Chuck Murphy

on May 29, 2015
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FROM THE YOUTH DEPARTMENT
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

First United Methodist Church is a community of faith 

committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a 

hurting world through words and actions.

* * * * * * * * *

FROM THE YOUTH DEPARTMENT, pg. 2
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FROM THE YOUTH DEPARTMENT, pg. 3


