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H o l y W e e k & E a s t e r S c h e d ul e
A SPECIAL INVITATION
Holy Week, of all the seasons of the year, is the time when people in our American culture are most open to hear
the Good News of Jesus Christ. Many people are simply waiting for an invitation. Please pray for your family,
neighbors, co-workers, and friends and consider giving them a personal invitation to worship with you this Easter.

Palm Sunday, March 29th:
8:30 a.m. Early Worship - in the Chapel
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Praise and Worship Celebrating our Lord's triumphant entry into the city of
Jerusalem at the beginning of Holy Week.
11:00 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship - With processions
of praise and the great hymns of the season we remember
Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem and the greeting that he
received from those who placed palms in his path.
7:30 p.m. Palm Sunday Concert - Presented by the
Adult Choir. (See pg. 2 for more information)

Easter Vigil, April 4th:
5:30 p.m. Worship Service - A 10
year tradition, this service of waiting
and hope is powerful preparation for
Easter morning.
Easter Morning, April 5th:
6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service - Start the Day of
Resurrection by gathering in the courtyard in a
traditional sunrise service, anticipating the joy of the
resurrection. We will adjourn afterward to Fellowship
Hall for a continental breakfast. All are welcome.

Holy Thursday, April 2nd:
7:00 p.m. We will celebrate the Last Supper of our
Lord in remembrance of Him who broke the bread and
shared the cup of Communion with His disciples in the
Upper Room. Service takes place in the Sanctuary.
Good Friday, April 3rd:
7:00 a.m. Good Friday Breakfast (See pg. 5 for
more information)
11a.m. - 5:30p.m. Stations of the Cross in the
Sanctuary (See pg. 2 for more information)
Noon A 3 hour service on the words of Jesus on the
cross, with clergy from area churches. Trinity Episcopal,
corner of Church & Main St., Moorestown.
7:00 p.m. A Tenebrae (meaning “shadow”) Service
that uses the lighting and extinguishing of candles, music,
scripture and dance to dramatize the fading Light of the
World with the death of Christ on the Cross.
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8:15 a.m. Early Praise and Worship - Come to the
Sanctuary, 15 minutes earlier than usual, to celebrate
Easter. Begin with praise songs and end with the
Hallelujah Chorus led by our Adult Choir.
9:30 a.m. Easter Praise and Worship - The walls will
resound in this service of contemporary praise in
celebration of Easter. We meet as usual in the
Sanctuary.
11:00 a.m. Easter Worship - enriched with the music
of a brass choir, the music of our Adult Choir, and the
joyful singing of the timeless hymns of Easter. Also
meets in the Sanctuary.
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Friday, April 3rd
11:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

FROM
PASTOR RICHARD

The Easter season is one of joy and wonderful news:
“We are Resurrection People.” We have been set free
from the bondage of sin and death and have been given
the glorious hope of everlasting life!

Come to the Sanctuary and spend some time at each
station meditating on the pathway of Jesus' suffering
and sacrifice. It is by walking this way with Him that
we may come to share in the glorious victory of His
resurrection.

The victory of Jesus Christ over the grave becomes the
cornerstone of our faith. Because Jesus lives - we too
shall live. And the reality of the Easter message
becomes for us not only the promise of life after death,
but also the assurance of victorious living today. I do
not have to live a defeated life. I do not have to let the
pressures, struggles, and problems of life get me down.
In Christ I have been given the possibility of
overcoming the obstacles thrown in front of me.

*******
PALM SUNDAY CONCERT
March 29th, 7:00 p.m.
The Palm Sunday classical music choir
concert this year will feature entertainer and
friend-of-FUMC, violinist Giorgio. Giorgio
is a multi-talented musician who grew up in Italy and
gained his music experience and education all over
Europe. Giorgio will accompany the choir and organ in
music by Haydn, Mendelssohn, Faure, and others, as
well as performing music for solo violin.

The apostle Paul describes his Christian experience in
terms of Christ's victory: “I want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing
in his sufferings…” To live above the trials and
difficult circumstances that come our way, we are given
resurrection power. It is a genuine faith in the One who
gave his very life for us and was raised triumphantly
from the grasp of death. Christ's victory becomes our
victory. As we walk by faith, let us seek daily his
resurrection power. May the joy of the Easter season
fill your heart.

*******
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Apr. 1st
Apr. 2nd
Apr. 3rd
Apr. 3rd
Apr. 3rd
Apr. 3rd
Apr. 4th
Apr. 5th
Apr. 5th
Apr. 6th
Apr. 10th
Apr. 11th
Apr. 14th
Apr. 15th
Apr. 17-19
Apr. 18th
Apr. 19th
Apr. 22nd
Apr. 23rd
Apr. 24th
Apr. 25th
Apr. 26th
Apr. 28th

Pastor Richard
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Sing Along at Mt. Laurel Ctr. - 10:30 am
Holy Thursday Service - 7:00 pm
Good Friday Breakfast - 7:00 am
Stations of the Cross - 11 am - 5:30 pm
Community Good Fri.Svc-Trinity- Noon
Tenebrae Service - 7:00 pm
Easter Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunrise Service - 6:00 am
Easter Services - 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 am
Church office closed
Grounds for Good - 8:00 - 11:00 pm
Miriam Circle - 10:00 am
The Serving Plate - 5:00 pm
Internat'l Women's Friendship Grp-10am
Missions Faith Promise Weekend
Adult Fellowship - 6:00 pm
Men's Breakfast - 7:45 am
Rummage Sale - 6:00 - 9:00 pm
Rummage Sale -9:30am-2pm; 6-8:30 pm
Family Movie Night - 6:30 pm
Stephen Ministry 1-Day Retreat
History Night - 7:00 pm
Crafts for Good - 7:00 - 8:30 pm
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F RO M T H E DI RE C TO R
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites:
'I am has sent me to you.'” Exodus 3:14
As many of you are aware our Lenten/Preaching series focused on the “I AM” sayings of Jesus as written in the
study series by Rob Fuquay The God We Can Know. This study for me has been filled with many 'A-ha' moments.
Sometimes we get so familiar with something that we just take its meaning for granted and yet during every week of
this study I was blessed to see a familiar Bible story in a whole new light. (Praise the Lord!)
That being said I was especially moved by God's presence in my life while attending and being part of the servantleadership team for the Pastors & Ministry Leaders Prayer Summit held in the beginning of March at Harvey
Cedars Bible Conference in Harvey Cedars, NJ.
I have been attending this summit for over 12 years and for the last two years have served as one of the servantleader facilitators. The biggest difference between the “prayer summit” and other “retreats” is that the summit has
no agenda. Yes, we honor the mealtime & quiet hours as set forth by Harvey Cedars but beyond that we are only
there to rest in the presence of the Holy Spirit and to give prayer and praise to God through Jesus Christ. Inevitably
each year God meets us there and a theme arises from the prayers being prayed, the scriptures bring read and of
course from the songs/hymns that are sung.
The theme that emerged this year was one of unity. Pastors, their spouses and other ministry leaders from the greater
Philadelphia area and beyond found strength and comfort in recognizing our unity in Christ. That unity is what is
described in the “I AM” statements as well. Finding the truth about God's character, His desire for everyone to
believe in Him and to spread that truth is exactly what describes our unity when we claim ourselves as being
Christian.
While in quiet prayer at the Summit this poem emerged and I felt it really spoke to my heart. I pray it speaks to
yours as well.
YOU ARE
From Beginning to end
YOU call us YOURS.
From beginning to end
YOU call us YOURS!
From beginning to end
YOU are to be Praised.
From beginning to end
YOU are to be Raised.
From beginning to end
YOU show YOUR Majesty.
From beginning to end
YOU show YOUR Greatness.
From beginning to end
There is NO ONE else like YOU.
From beginning to end
YOU are the great “I AM”.
Amen.
(By Karen Murray)
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MORE FROM THE YOUTH DEPARTMENT!
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200th ANNIVERSARY EVENT!

GARDENING HELP
NEEDED

The 200th Anniversary Committee invites you to
come to the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, April 26, at
7:00 PM. We will have a “History Night”, including
dessert and a time of sharing, as part of our 200th
Church Anniversary celebration.

Spring may be a little late this year but when it finally
arrives we will again need gardening volunteers.
Thankfully, most of our wonderful core group from last
year are returning. But we need more help to care for all
the church landscaping. If you can help, please check
out the sign-up sheet in the narthex and choose your
work area. We have subdivided some larger plots to
ease workloads. Or choose to work with another person,
whatever you please. Not available Tuesday morning?
No problem. Work at your convenience, any day except
Sunday. Work once or twice a month, starting after
Easter through autumn. Just keep your area looking
presentable. Questions? Please call Jack Schweitzer at
856-829-3099 (home) or 609-417-4091 (cell).

Donna Miller, Administrator of Historic Old St.
George's UM Church in Philadelphia, will present a
program called “What are those Women up to?” ....a
look at the distaff side of Methodist history through the
stories of some of the early members. She will also tell
us about Old St. George's Church in Philadelphia, a
National Landmark, with a 242 year history. It is the
oldest house of Methodist worship in continuous use.
The brick church is located 14 feet from the Ben
Franklin Bridge, on the right side, as you cross over the
bridge from NJ in PA.

*******
Please come and briefly share one of your personal,
meaningful experiences in the church. Help us celebrate
our 200 years of continuous worship, first in a small
meeting house in 1815 at “the top of Mill St.” In 1860 a
new building was erected where the Beneficial Bank
now stands. September of 1957 our current Fellowship
Hall was dedicated and used for worship until 1967
when we moved into our present Sanctuary.

MIRIAM
CIRCLE
The April meeting of Miriam Circle will be held on Sat.
April 11th at 10:00 AM, in the parlor. Fay Ferris will
lead us in devotions, May VanFossen and Ricky Smith
will be our hostesses. Glenn Rodgers will present a
program on Music. Please join us for a time of worship
and fellowship.

We look forward to seeing you and sharing briefly about
some of your church experience as a part of our church
history.

*******
*******
ADULT FELLOWSHIP
GROUNDS FOR GOOD
Friday, April 10th

We resume meeting in the evening on April 18, 2015.
6:00 PM We'll socialize
6.25 PM Devotions
6:45 PM Our covered dish supper

We had a great time at the March Grounds for Good
Coffee House - let's keep the excitement rolling for
another month! Join us on Friday, April 10 for a
wonderful night of music, coffee and fellowship.
Contemporary Christian artist Ru Breau will perform,
and the evening will feature an art exhibit and an
assortment of homemade goodies for sale. Admission is
always free, but donations and proceeds will benefit
Urban Promise. The doors to Fellowship Hall open at
7:30, with music kicking off at 8. See you there!

Rev. HeyYoung Horton will share with us her “Visit to
the Holy Land.”
For reservations please call
Sue & Lindsay Mitchell, 856-235-4669
or Pat Leggoe, 856-988-0168
Bring a friend and don't forget your place setting. Hope
to see you!
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RUMMAGE SALE
April 22nd & 23rd

FROM THE
STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS
COMMITTEE

Location:
First United Methodist Church
(Fellowship Hall wing)

At their March meeting, the Church Council received
the resignation of our Parish Nurse, Bonnee NoyesBongiorno effective January 16, 2015. The Staff-Parish
Relations Committee has determined not to fill this
position at this time. We thank Bonnee for her service
to 1st UMC.

Hours:

Wednesday
Thursday

6:00 pm to 9:00 pm
9:30 am to 2:00 pm and
6:00 pm to 8:30 pm
(Bag Night)

**Soup & snack lunch served from
11:30 am to 2:00 pm on Thursday
Donations Only Accepted:
Sunday, Apr. 19th, 3:00 - 7:00 pm
Monday Apr. 20th & Tuesday Apr. 21st
8:30 am to 8:00 pm
*Sorry, we may need to close doors early for donations
if we are full.

*******

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!

Please, no heavy items which require 2 people to carry.

MISSIONS
FAITH PROMISE WEEKEND
April 17th - 19th

*******
MOORESTOWN
COMMUNITY BAND CONCERT

Watch upcoming Sunday bulletins
for more details about the
weekend's events, our speakers, and
“Faith Promise”.

You are invited to attend a special SWING INTO
SPRING CONCERT presented by The Moorestown
Community Band, conducted by L. Bruce Smith. This
free concert will be held on Friday, April 17th at 8 P.M.
in the William Allen Middle School, North Stanwick
Road, Moorestown. The Concert Band will play
popular, classical, Broadway, march, patriotic and
novelty music. Included will be highlights from Jersey
Boys and Man of La Mancha, 76 Trombones, and
George Gershwin's most popular music. The Jazz Band
will perform Bridge Over Troubled Water, Theme from
MASH, and Bandstand Boogie. Please come and bring
your friends to hear a concert guaranteed to get your
feet tapping!

*******
SECOND HOLY LAND TRIP
IS FORMING
Those who have been to the Holy Land never come
back quite the same. People from our last trip can
testify to that. After hearing our testimonies, there has
been a growing desire from our congregation to walk
the place where Jesus walked. This trip is called
“Journey Through the Bible”. On this 11 day journey,
we will visit all the major sites, such as the Sea of
Galilee, Mt. of Beatitudes, Jordan River, Bethlehem,
Nazareth, Jerusalem, Samaria; where we will see Jacob's
well, and other sites that have resonated over centuries
of Christian faith. If you are interested or have
questions, contact Pastor HeyYoung at 856-235-0450.

*******
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.
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