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SUPER CHURCH SUNDAY!
February 8th
Football has its “Super Bowl Sunday”, but we're
having our own special Sunday on February 8th.
You are invited to an important planning and
visioning session in Fellowship Hall beginning at
5:00 p.m. with a light meal provided by the United
Methodist Men. We will have the opportunity to
consider what ministries God may be leading us to
carry out in the coming months and years.
Following the planning session you are invited into
the sanctuary for our annual “Pops” Concert to enjoy
the musical talents of our church members. Plan
now to be a part of this “Super Church Sunday”.
Child care will be provided.

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 18th
Please join us as we begin the Lenten
season on Wednesday, Feb. 18th with a
special Ash Wednesday soup supper at 6:00 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall, followed by a worship service with
imposition of ashes, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Soup
suppers will continue each Wednesday evening
throughout Lent, with a small group meeting at 7:00.
(See Karen Murray's article on pg. 3 for more details
about the Lenten small group studies).
*******
GROUNDS FOR GOOD
Friday, Feb. 6th

*******
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

You're going to love the return of Grounds for Good
Coffee house on Friday, February 6! The evening has
much to offer, including live music by popular
contemporary Christian guitarist Mark Green, free
coffee and tea, assorted homemade baked goods for sale,
and the chance to assist a great local charity. This
month, we will continue our support of the Willingborobased organization Waymakers Inc., as they provide
critical aid to the people of Ghana. For the past two
years, FUMC has helped the Waymakers spread the love
of Christ and the hope of the Christmas message to
Ghana by sending dolls and other toys, as well as food
and clothing for their Christmas celebrations. Come see
how these gifts have impacted lives in Ghana and learn
about The Waymakers' plans for the future. A shipping
barrel will be on hand to collect donations of nonperishable food (such as bags of rice and beans) and
gently used clothing to further the ministry. Admission
is free. Doors open at 7:30 and the music will kick off
around 8. See you there!

Feb. 1st
Feb. 2nd
Feb. 4th
Feb. 6-8
Feb. 6th
Feb. 8th

Feb. 10th
Feb. 14th
Feb. 15th
Feb. 15th
Feb. 16th
Feb. 18th
Feb. 18th
Feb. 18th
Feb. 21-22
Feb. 24th
Feb. 27-28
Feb. 28th
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Youth Hoagie sale pickup-10:30am& noon
Chick-fil-A fundraiser - 5:00 - 8:00 pm
Sing-Along at Mt. Laurel Ctr. - 10:30 am
Jr. High at Keswick
Grounds for Good - 8:00 - 11:00 pm
Super Church Sunday:
Dinner & visioning session - 5:00 pm
Pops Concert - 7:00 pm
The Serving Plate - 5:00 pm
Miriam Circle - 10:00 am
Men's Breakfast - 7:45 am
Light Harbor - 2:30 pm
Presidents Day - church office closed
Internat'l Women's Friendship Grp-10am
Lenten Soup Suppers begin - 6:00 pm
Ash Wednesday service - 7:00 pm
New Members received - all services
Crafts for Good - 7:00 - 8:30 pm
30 Hour Famine
Adult Fellowship - 12:00 noon

The Messenger
F RO M
P AS T O R R I C H AR D

THE
SERVING PLATE

As I write this article, the cold winter winds are
blowing, but I know soon we will be entering the
season of Lent and preparing ourselves for the
celebration of Easter. The Lenten season calls us to a
time of personal reflection and examination. We are
asked to take a close look at our relationship with God
and our walk with the Lord. As we follow Jesus on his
journey to the cross, we hear Christ calling us: “Take up
your cross daily…and follow me.”

First UMC's monthly dinner will meet again on
Tuesday, February 10th at 5 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Dennis & Joan Flamini will be the featured cooks. You
do not need to bring anything except your appetite! The
Serving Plate is designed to support widowers with food
and fellowship. If you wish to join us let Pastor
HeyYoung know so we know how much food to
prepare, at 856-235-0450. Also, those who would like
to help serve, we'd love to have you! Just let Pastor
HeyYoung know.

One of the ways we will be taking that journey this year
is with our attention to the “I Am” sayings of Jesus.
During our worship services, we will consider those “I
Am” sayings and seek to discover their implications for
our own faith. In addition to the sermon series, there
will be opportunity to be part of one of our small group
gatherings that will be reading Rob Fuquay's book, The
God We Can Know. This exciting resource includes a
video presentation to allow us to see the places where
Jesus stood while disclosing his true identity, and in
what context he spoke each “I Am”. For more
information, see Karen Murray's Christian Education
article or check our weekly bulletins.

*******

POPS CONCERT
February 8th, 7:00 p.m.
This light-hearted program of favorites, both
sacred and secular, is sure to chase away the
midwinter blues. Featuring children, teens,
adults, handbells, choir chimes and always a
few surprises! Please join us.

Let us allow the Lenten season to be a time to enrich
our relationship with God. Let us take the journey with
our Lord and hear his call to a deeper faith.

*******
A “MITTEN TREE”
THANK YOU
Many thanks to all of you who contributed mittens,
gloves, hats & scarves to our Mitten Tree. (And a
special thank you to those of you who lovingly knit all
year long so that you can donate so many items!)
Thanks to your very generous donations, we were able
to deliver just over 300 mitten tree items to Emergency
Services of Burlington County.
They were very
grateful to receive them to offer to their many clients everyone who comes to them for help at Christmas time
receives a pair of gloves, a hat or a scarf, and on the day
your donations were delivered, their supply had just
about run out! What you have given from your caring
hearts has made Christmas brighter and the winter
warmer for many struggling families in our
communities.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Matthew 11:28-29
Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and
gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
Are you tired? Are you weak? Are you bogged down with the burdens of this life? If you answered “YES” to any of
these questions, welcome to the human race! There are times that we all feel exhausted, distracted, tired and
burdened but Jesus gives us an out. He said, “Come to Me”.
I can imagine Jesus looking out over the crowd of people that followed him everywhere he went with their tired faces
and confused looks and then him offering these words of hope. If you let me carry your burdens, if you let me know
your troubles and the things that keep you up at night, I will help you. Just as the people in the crowd that Jesus was
ministering to heard those words, we too, can hear them. They STILL apply!
My challenge to each of you (and myself) for this New Year and especially as we enter into the Lenten season is to
take an honest inventory of your life and identify what makes you weary, what makes you tired and what burdens
you carry and then GIVE them to Jesus. After all the promise he makes is that he will help us and teach us to trust in
him as he offers us “rest for your souls”.
“I am humble and gentle at heart…” Jesus said. Amen.
~Karen Murray, DCE

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Our Lenten Study this year beginning with Ash Wednesday, February 18th, is from author and teacher Rob Fuquay
entitled “The God We Can Know - Exploring the 'I AM' sayings of Jesus”. “This 7 week study, is a
transformative resource that will help your church experience Jesus anew and discover the God who wants to be
known.” (DVD back cover)
If you would like to participate in this whole church study, by either facilitating a group or participating in one,
please contact me at 856-222-1120 or via e-mail at education@meetwithGod.com for books and leaders' materials.
Books will cost $8.00 each. Leader guides and DVD's will be provided for the small-group facilitator at no cost.
Small groups will begin the week of February 22nd. To order a book, please contact me at the above number or
email by February 13th. This book is also available as an EBook from Amazon and the Apple Book Store.
Small Group Sign-Up forms, for this Study will be posted in the Narthex beginning the weekend of January 24th.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Confirmation Class Meeting Dates - Feb. 2nd, Feb. 18th & Feb. 23rd.
Children's Youth Group - Thursdays Feb. 5th, 12th,19th & 26th.
Winter Mission Adventure Continues - Check the bulletin or online for what to bring to donate to this annual
Mission opportunity!
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FAITH PROMISE
WEEKEND
FUMC's Missions Commission reminds
you of the Great Commission that our Lord
Jesus Christ laid upon us. “Go and make disciples in all
nations.” Mat. 28:18-20. Perhaps you can not go but
many are called and responded, “here I am Lord. Send
me.” Isa. 6:8 When you give your donation to Faith
Promise, you participate in the “Great Commission”
supporting the many missionaries that FUMC sponsors.

MIRIAM
CIRCLE
Ladies please come out and join us on Sat. Feb. 14th at
10:00 AM. Lucy Townsend will lead us in devotions,
and Betsy DeWitt and Barbara Dapper will be our
hostesses. Our program will be presented by Michele
Jagodzinski. Please come for a morning of Christian
Fellowship.
*******

The Missions Commission is preparing an exciting
program and we want you to participate and enjoy it.
You must know that your support goes beyond your
most needed financial help. The missionaries need your
prayers and encouragement. They risk their lives
serving the Lord due to multiple factors, remote areas,
cultural differences, political, ethnic and many other
problems.

ADULT FELLOWSHIP
February 28, 2015
(4th Saturday)
Please join us at noon on Saturday, February 28, 2015
(4th Saturday) to hear our own Glen Haegele describe
the Beginnings of the Haegele Family Bakery and
demonstrate cake decorating. Mmmmm! Sounds tasty!

Our Missions Commission's Mission Statement reads,
“To encourage the work of the Great Commission
through prayer, funding and education.” Get ready to
meet our guest missionaries on April 17, 18, 19 when we
will celebrate our Faith Promise Weekend. Save the
date.

We'll supply the soup if you bring the sandwiches,
salads, etc. Our time will be
12:00 Noon - Socializing
12:30 - Lunch
1:30 - Program

God Bless you.
The Missions Commission

For reservations call
Betsy & Fred De Witt, 856-779-8071
Joan Van Alstyne, 856-764-6638

*******
Remember to invite your friends and bring your own
place settings. Hope to see you.

PET MINISTRY UPDATE
The Adoption Center at Delran PetSmart needs
volunteers to take care of the cats housed there on
Saturday mornings, Saturday evenings, Monday
mornings, Monday evenings and Thursday evenings.
The volunteers let the cats and kittens out of their cages
in a room off the main store, play and cuddle with them,
feed them and clean their cages. Training will be
provided. It's a great way to interact with both the cats
and the people who come to see them. Volunteers must
be at least 18 years old, although teens and tweens are
allowed to assist the volunteers. Teenagers can fulfill
their community service requirements by volunteering.
Every cat at PetSmart ultimately finds a home. If you
would like to give it a try or have questions, contact
Margie
Morgan
at
856-764-1247
or
margmorgan75@gmail.com.
Weekly, biweekly or
monthly commitments will all be appreciated.

*******
Weddings:
Maria Thomas &
Skip Davis on
December 31, 2014

Deaths:
Rev. Edward Napier
on December 26, 2014
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SPOTLIGHT ON SENIORS
Our Featured Senior - Charlie Patrick Murphy
God, since the beginning of time, has given us the freedom
Now with this past history, it would be easy to begin to say
to make choices. He also has told us that we would face
“woe is me”, but Chuck saw other opportunities and joined
challenges in our lives. Being given these challenges, we
the Air Force as a way of moving on and upward. He
have choices. We can face up to them and move forward or
received a college education while in the service; was a
we can go through life crying “Woe is me!”.
commando in a Special Forces unit chosen to be part of
Charlie “Chuck” Murphy had challenges before he was
President Kennedy's elite force answering directly to the
even born. His mother and an Aunt were both pregnant at the
White House.
After completing this assignment, he
same time. They had a conversation about who should
transferred into the Military Air Lift Command (Mac) at
survive a birth if a complication arose during delivery McGuire Air Force Base serving 22 more years as a crew
mother or baby. His mother was adamant that the baby
member for heavy lift aircraft. This assignment afforded him
should be the one to survive. Chuck was born in Women's
the opportunity to broaden his horizons and his outlook of the
Hospital in NYC. His mother died giving birth.
world around him. He visited many countries providing airlift
Chuck's father was employed by the Work Progress
support to US forces and Allied Embassies. Due to his many
Administration (a gov't. program) as a construction engineer.
trips to India, he was able to visit the Taj Mahal 6 times.
The job required moving around to different work sites.
Chuck served in the Air Force for 31 years.
Chuck and his two older brothers, John and Jimmie, were
During this time he married Patricia Shepler and adopted
placed in foster care. From foster care, they were put in an
her daughter, Lisa. Pat died in 1987.
orphanage operated by the Catholic Diocese. All the children
As he flew around the world, he became interested in the
at the orphanage were grouped and housed by their ages.
different cultures and religions and began to study them.
Chuck, being so young, was in the “baby” cottage. John and
Chuck became a global thinker before it was a popular idea in
Jimmie were in cottages according to their ages; so even here
this country. Often, he would think back to his religious
the children were not together as a family. The cots were
teachings at the orphanage.
lined up just like an army barrack; showers were group
One New Year's Day he was invited to a party where he met
showers; the older students monitored the little ones at night
Alice Davidson through a mutual friend. Their first real date
as the Nuns returned to the convent. They were educated
was for a movie and dinner on Martin Luther King Day.
(heavy on religion) but very little nurturing. There were not
Alice lived in Millville. They soon became steady daters and
birthday celebrations. As youngsters, they helped out on the
finally decided to downsize by combining their households.
huge dairy farm operated by the orphanage. The closest town
They chose a home in Hainesport because it would not be far
to the orphanage was Tottenville on Staten Island. It was
from her son living in Phila.; his daughter living in Browns
here that they attended high school and were encouraged to
Mills. Chuck has three grandchildren; one boy, 2 girls. Their
learn a trade so that as adults they could man the factories.
new home has an interesting floor plan and could not really be
During all this time, Chuck had very little contact with his
called downsizing. It has a loft with a bathroom for the
father. His brothers would take him to visit their father
grandchildren's visits. The home is big enough so that Alice
periodically at his home but he was not receptive to their
and Chuck are not tripping over each other.
visits.
Chuck remains interested in aviation; he is a licensed pilot
Chuck became interested in mechanical “things” as he grew
and engineer. He enjoys golf, fresh water fishing, sport
up. The teen years were challenging for him and even though
parachuting and long bicycle rides. One of his favorite rides
he lived differently from other families, there were “rites of
starts at Washington's Crossing along the Delaware Canal up
passage” that the boys were expected to do. After climbing
to Frenchtown and back - a fifty mile ride. Alice has joined
the very tall smoke stack and hanging out of the bell tower of
him on some of his bike trips; however, the parachute
the huge church located at the orphanage, a nun asked him
jumping is out.
what he would like to do rather than climb structures. His
Alice and Chuck visited quite a few churches before coming
response was “build bicycles”. The nun found a small room
to FUMC. They continue to come to FUMC because they
for him to work at this hobby. The kids found junk yard
were greeted by a warm and welcoming congregation. (This
parts, bartered other parts and brought them to Chuck who
is a comment this interviewer has heard often and
would make them into bikes. When he became older he
experienced).
started to work after school at a nearby auto repair shop.
When the factories closed, Chuck could have taken the
Working with mechanical items was something Chuck
“Woe is Me” path in life. Instead, he challenged himself to
enjoyed and was also something that kept him out of trouble.
find other opportunities that would improve his life. It was
Following graduation from high school, he was sent out
his love of aviation that led to his joining the Air Force; a
into the world with 25 cents to fend for himself. He joined
choice that would affect his life in wonderful ways. Chuck
his brothers already living with an aunt. He found work
would say that regardless of the circumstances of one's birth
making specialty parts for commercial sewing machines. As
or other challenges, wonderful things are possible if these
challenges are accepted and right choices made.
imports began to flood the market, many factories shut down.
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