Rejoicing in the Truth

1 Corinthians 13:7
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Whenever we hear 1 Corinthians 13 read — sayWedding — most of us can, if not exactly
recitethe words, we can at leastticipatethem; they sound very familiar to us, especidilyse
middle verses, the ones that describe ‘love’. ‘®aspatient... “Love is (?)kind’. “Does not
envy,does noboast,is notproud or rude. Have you heard this before? I'm sure you have.

It goes on... Love isriot easily angerédand “keeps no record of wronyéve talked about this
last week). The next line, however, is one thatevel to overlook, | think. We like to get to

verse 7 —It always protects, always trusts, always hopdsjays perseveres.”

But there is a verse in between those. | don't ktimat I've ever heard a sermon on this one, and
I know I've never preached one before this weekdia practical applications of not quickly
getting angry over something, or forgetting the thadgs, or of patience and kindness — they're
all ratherobvious Deep, too — but we don’t have to think too hdydw them to understand

them and see how they might apply to our livesrahationships. Even if we dondoit very

well, we at least understand these.

**Verse seven, though is a little different. HeyeVhat it says...

“Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with tte truth.”

These two clauses are not meant to be read asepavate ideas, they are meant to go together —
they form a contrast... one side of a coin and themtso to speak. The Negative and the

Positive.
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On the negative side, we read that Love dasslelight in evil. It takes no pleasure in
wrongdoing. Love is never glad about injustice, andot happy when evil (or, ‘wrong’) wins.

Love takes no joy in hearing evil openly discussed.

One commentator put it like this: “Love is neveagjto hear bad news about another person.
Love never says, "Well, they finally got what th#sserved.” Love is never happy to hear that a

brother or sister has fallen. Love does not eppssing bad news along to anyone.

This all, of course, goes against the grain ofroadern culture. We all know that "bad news
sells" and that good news goes on page 35. Whynelatd they put those supermarket tabloids
right by the checkout counter? People want to tteafatest juicy gossip about our favorite
celebrities — and mostly they want to hear aboeit flailures. (Even if they’re made up,

apparently! Because, really, that stcdin’t be trué)

This passage tell us that true love, genuine lsvé, like that. Real love turns away from gossip
and rumors. And even when a rumor turns out toues genuine love takes no pleasure in the

misfortunes of others, there’s a sadness when aediesomeone’s fall.

**A Greek word that Paul uses heggikia, (lit. ‘not right’) in general refers to a disregdior

that which is right (especially what is right in &® eyes). So, itis a disregard for God's laws
and the obedience due God. It doesn’t care abeasplg God. And this passage is saying to us,
that's not what love is about. Love is never hami evil, but instead, it rejoices whenever
truth emerges. Or, we could say that loepices(and that's a great word too, that means

** ‘celebrate’) — real lovecelebratesvhenever théruth wins.

This is an interesting contrast here, betweghandtruth. What is notrueis ... evil.

Now, this requires a bit of thought... we’re heraveek two in this short series on commun-
ication in relationships (particularly Marriage)led “Yoked forLife”. (‘Life’ referring to the
‘Abundant Life’ that is Jesus promises to his falrs.) So, I'd like you to think a bit with me

about what this verse would look like in practicea relationship.
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Let’s consider this: “What difference would it maker could it make — if in our most
significant relationships we truly find that welebratewhat istrue, orright, orjust?” That this

is our ‘joy’?

| suspect that most of us would say, “It would makedifference at all, because that, of course,
is what lalwayswant.” But | remember reading a paraphrase ofwéise once that has stayed
**with me... sometimes | even read this verse likis @it weddings... “Love never delights in

evil, but rejoices in the truth...” “even when ittsour own disadvantade

Is that what we’re about? | think, if we’re honest, addus would have to admit that at best,
we’re inconsistent here... we are often happy withapinions, our situations, our outlooks... as
they areright or wrong.We prefer thestatus quo(Which is of course, Latin for “the mess we’re

in’) And don’t confuse me with facts!

We've all heard the expression, “The truth hurES’en when the truth hurts, the hurt is not due
to the truth, but the truth hurts because of tlodén nature of human beings. | believe that truth
always brings us closer to God, and the truth shihe Light of God’s power into every dark
corner. That's why the opposite of ‘truth’ heretliis passage is ‘evil’. In truth and in love, there
is always joy because the truth always leads @o. Even when it is initially painful,

ultimately, the truth brings joy... and (as per thle of this series, Life”)

Truth be told however, often we’d rather live wibmething less thamnuth than make the effort
(which could be uncomfortable or painful) to aligurselves with God’s way of seeing things.

Sometimes God wants to change our reality, ourpeets/e, but we're not exactly... interested.

| know there were some people last week who haaté ime accepting the statistic that | shared
from George Barna, (Barna Research) stating thagerwative Christians have a higher rate of
divorce than the rest of the groups they polleduiing Atheists and Agnostics. Well, | think
thatshouldmake us uncomfortable, but, again, sometimes tile hurts. Realizing that this is

the situation should lead churches in two direction
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1. Provide help and support for those going thraighpain of divorce, and making sure that we
are not stigmatizing or labeling anyone... and 2.niganore to help strengthen marriages. We're

trying to do both, here.

Now, I'm not trying to induce guilt — | don’t worlike that — but another illustration of this verse
that kept coming to me this week is that | knovattiere’s a bit of reluctance (and there’s been
alot of discussion) among some couples in our congregatbout whether or not to take the

Marriage Check-up that we’re offering. And it seeiimet the reluctance is due to fear over what

‘might be stirred up’.

Which is curious, as the point of this exercis®iBuild, andaffirm, not destroy or tear down;
and since the results of the ‘check-up’ are totdlged on our own input, ittgith for us... but
if we don’t want tosee the truth. if we run from it... then, according to Paul in &y verse...

that’s notreal love. (Is there anything wrong with my logic?)

** The English author P. D. James once wrote “Reieve may cast out fear, but fear is
remarkably potent in casting out loveWe talked last week about ‘Fighting Fair’ — I'aysthat
many marital ‘fights’ result not from a quest fonth’ but more often a quest to ‘be right’. If we
all were looking simply for ‘truth’ many discuss®mwould be quite different — both in their
methodology and their results. (And believe me revall in this boat! I'm not pointing fingers at

anyone!)

So, again | ask... What difference would it make €auldit make — if in our most significant
relationships we are truly seeking our joy in wisdtue, or right, orjust? Wouldn’t it mean that
we would want to know what our significant ‘othes’thinking about things... would it mean
that we wouldvantthem to grow and develop, that we wouakdebrate theidoing, and being
everythingthat God intended for them to be — not just fortug forthemselved What would
this have to say to us (or leadto say) when we realize that we've been wrong aibou

something... or, shortsighted, or selfish?

1 p. D. James, Time to Be in Earnest (Ballantine Books, 2001), p. 45
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And how about the way we speak to one anothetielivords we say are not pure or unadorned,
then it's not the truth. It's easy to start taoaslize small “white lies” because we’'re telling

them for “good” reasons, or to twist the truth wotifier our cause, to exaggerate the truth to make
us look better. To withhold information — to telily “part of the story” - which can serve to

paint a completely different picture. We’ve allngoit.., isn’'t all of this the opposite of ‘rejong

in the truth’?

**In writing to a fellow named Gaius, his brotherthe faith, the Apostle John wrote,

“For | was very glad when brethren came and testifio your truth, that is, how you are
walking in truth. | have no greater joy than thig,hear of my children walking in the truth.”
(3 John 3-4)

No greater joy than this... knowing that we are wadkin the truth. That this is what our lives
are about. Paul wrote that “love rejoices in thehts” There is nothing more important, or more
foundational, than that we build our lives on adifyle of living in the truth. We can have all the
self-esteem we want, have great paying jobs, bbékeat anything and everything we try, but if

we lack truth in our lives, we really haven’t acqished anything from God’s perspective.

Love rejoices and congratulates others when its gesn walking in the truth. We all know how
easy it is to become critical of others when tralydhort ofour goals for their lives! (This is
especially true in family relationships.) Our cinédd are not as smart as we had hoped or our
wife isn’t as concerned about neatness as we #fiakshould be, or the husband fails to do
something deemed “husbandly’. We can easily gestandards from unhealthy places — i.e.,
we see the pretty and perfect people on TV or we laa ideal of how ‘everybody else’ lives,
and then wonder why our lives aren’t measuring up.

But if we could look deeper we might see substaricgeater value, something of lasting value,
a life and a heart that has been made pure byawerpof God. Again, what would happen in our
relationships if we tried to learn to look deep#bieach other’s lives? What if we tried to learn
to look with the eyes of love? Rejoicingtiith — even when it is not to our ‘advantage’? Even
when it hurts?
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Singer Johnny Cash's wife, June Carter Cash, di2803. As a follower of Jesus, she displayed
many Christ-like qualities in her life. In partien) she never quit loving her husband and never
quit challenging him, despite his failings. You twbaay that, above all else she wanted ... the
truth.

In his 1998 autobiography, Johnny Cash describeshi® wife stuck with him through his years
of amphetamine abuse:

“June said she knew me—knew the kernel of me, desge, beneath the drugs and deceit and
despair and anger and selfishness, and knew miiriess... She said she could help me...If she
found my pills, she flushed them down the toikend find them she did; she searched for them,
relentlessly?

There’s an example of the truth hurting... but legdma greater joy.

Love rejoices whenever the truth wins out... evemwthe to our own disadvantage.

Here’s another different kind of example of somemjeicing in the truth (i.e., doing the right
thing, even when it ‘cost them’ something... at ledirst.) Two missed free throws, ordinarily
the cause of a coach's headache, became the sgfrgpartsmanship in a Milwaukee boys'
basketball game in 2009.

Milwaukee Madison senior Johntell Franklin, lost hiother, Carlitha, to cancer on Saturday,
Feb. 7, decided he wanted to play in that niglatagagainst DeKalb (lll.) High School after

previously indicating he would sit out.

He arrived at the gym in the second quarter, babhkim's name was not in the scorebook
because his coach, Aaron Womack Jr., didn't eXpatto be there. Rules dictated Womack
would have to be assessed a technical, but heaetebrlwould put Franklin in the game
anyway. DeKalb coach Dave Rohlman and his playeesvkabout the situation, and told the

referees they did not want the call made. The eefehad no choice. But Coach Rohlman did.

2 Johnny Cash, Cash: The Autobiography (Harper, 1998)
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"l gathered my kids and said, 'Who wants to talkes¢hfree throws?" Rohlman said, recounting
the game to the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. "DaMNeal put up his hand. | said, "You
realize you're going to miss, right?' He noddedheiad.”

McNeal, a senior point guard, went to the line. Mievaukee Madison players stayed by their
bench, waiting for the free throws. Instead of sgehe ball go through the net, they saw the ball
on the court, rolling over the end line.

"l turned around and saw the ref pick up the badl hand it back to the player,” Womack said ...
"And then [McNeal] did the same thing again.”

Said Rohlman: "Darius set up for a regular fre@whrbut he only shot it two or three feet in
front of him. It bounced once or twice and justedlpast the basket."

"l did it for the guy who lost his mom,"” McNeal tbthe newspaper. "It was the right thing to
do." Womack, overwhelmed by DeKalb's gesture, weotetter to the DeKalb Daily Chronicle,
which had first reported the story.

"As a principal, school, school district staff, asmmmunity you should all feel immense pride
for the remarkable job that the coaching staffdsd in not only coaching these young men, but
teaching them how to be leaders," Womack wrote.

DeKalb had traveled more than two hours for the@aand waited another two as Womack
rushed from the hospital, where he had been whHkfn, to the school to gather his team.

"We were sympathetic to the circumstances anduaets,” Rohlman said in the Journal
Sentinel. "We even told Coach Womack that it'd lbet@call off the game, but he said we had
driven 2% hours to get here and the kids wantgiday. So we said, 'Spend some time with your
team and come out when you're ready."

The two schools had met twice previously, and dimis ended with a Madison victory, but as in
the other games, they also shared a pizza dinfoer, Rids to a pizza, two Madison kids and two
DeKalb kids," Womack told the Journal Sentinel.

"That letter became a big deal in DeKalb," Rohlmeaid in the paper. "We got lots of positive
calls and e-mails because of it. Even though wethesgame, it was a true life lesson, and it's
not one our kids are going to forget anytime soon."

Interesting choice of words: “it wastraue life lesson”

**Love does not delight in evil... but rejoices wheee the truth wins out...

Even when it hurts. At first.

3 http://espn.go.com/high-school/boys-basketball/story/_/id /3914375 /team-gesture-supports-grieving-
opponent/
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